
Charles Michel de Langlade. (1729-1802) 
 
Langlade was born in May 1729 at Mackinac, Michigan, the son of Augustin 

Mouet de Moras dit Langlade, a French fur trader at Michilimackinac, and 
Domitilde, an Ottawa woman. His mother was the sister of Nissowaquet, an 
Ottawa Chief who was called La Fourche by the French. 

 
Charles was educated by the Jesuits at Mackinac and might have studied at 

Montreal as well. At the age of ten years, he began his military reputation by 
accompanying his uncle on a war party against the Chickasaw. This happened 
because La Fourche had dreamt that he would only succeed if he took his 
nephew with him. Langlade’s father apparently moved a substantial part of his 
operation to La Baye (now Wisconsin) in 1746 after the Fox Wars. In his teens, 
Langlade received training in the French colonial forces. 

 
During the late 1740s, tensions were rising between the French and English, 

particularly in the Ohio Valley. After a run in with La Demoiselle, a pro-British 
chief, Langlade (already a cadet in French service) recruited his friend, Chief 
Pontiac, to mount a campaign against La Demoiselle. In June of 1872, they 
attacked with 250 Ottawa and Chippewa warriors, torched the village and killed 
La Demoiselle and an English trader, after which they ate them. Governor 
Duquesne recommended to the French Foreign Minister that Langlade receive a 
reward of a 200 livres pension in recognition of his victory. He was also 
appointed as Indian Agent for the Western tribes. 

 
In 1750, Charles married Agathe, an Ottawa woman. They had a son, 

Charles Jr., before Charles left this relationship. In 1754, Langlade remarried to 
Charlotte Bourassa the daughter of a prominent Montreal family. 

 
During the Seven Year’s War, Langlade was a fierce French partisan. In 

1754, Governor Duquesne asked Langlade to raise an Indian army to defend 
Fort Duquesne. He joined Contrecouer, the fort commander, with Pontiac and a 
force of 637 Indians. They defeated General Edward Braddock and the British 
who attempted to fight them on unfavourable ground. Although the British had a 
further 1,000 troops in reserve, Braddock was killed and his forces routed. 
Although Langlade was not the ranking French officer, he was credited with the 
success. He fought in many more battles, was promoted to second officer in 
1757 and fought in 1759 in the Battle of the Plains of Abraham where two of his 
brothers were killed. After the French surrendered, his commanding officer 
wanted him to go to France. However, he did not wish to leave the fur trade, so 
he took an oath of allegiance to the British. In 1761, he was made superintendent 
of the Indians for the Green Bay division and made a commander of the local 
militia. When the Revolutionary War broke out, Langlade fought with the British.  

 
In the end, Langlade has been alternately viewed as a mercenary or as a 

“Father of Wisconsin,” although he died long before Wisconsin became a state in 
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1848. As a Metis occupying the “middle ground,” he would not have been happy 
with the loss of life style that occurred as the Yankees moved west.  

 
Both of Langlade’s Metis sons distinguished themselves serving on the 

British side in the War of 1812. Charles Langlade Jr. was born before Charles 
Langlade Sr. and Angelique’s latter's marriage in 1754. Charles Jr. was educated 
in Montréal, and became an Indian trader and interpreter. He was first employed 
in the latter capacity in 1782; and having been made ensign in the British Indian 
department, migrated to St. Joseph's Island with the garrison in 1796. There he 
was chosen in 1799 as official interpreter, to succeed Lamethe. He aided in the 
re-capture of Mackinac by the British in 1812, and in the repulse of the 
Americans in 1814. After the war he retired to Drummond Island, and probably 
died there.  

 
Louis Langlade served at the Battle of Butlers Farm, a plaque at this battle 

site has an inscription that reads “On the 8th of July, 1813, an outpost of the 
invading force, encamped near Fort George, was defeated by a band of Six 
Nations and Western Indians led by Chiefs John Norton and Blackbird and 
interpreters Michel Brisebois, Louis Langlade and Barnet Lyons.” William Wood 
stated, “Louis Langlade, Noel Annance and Bertlet Lyons, of the Indian 
Department, were in the action of the 26th and in the affair of the 28th. Their 
conduct throughout was highly meritous.” 
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