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By OLIVE DICKASON .
There is mo country in th
world where womeﬁ“q”havg
equal rights with men,gn ity
court judge from New York
State last night told”a mwet-
ing sponsored by ﬂﬁ: Lﬂal
Council of Women 'M; W“llird
Ha]l. i
“Even in the Unit States,
which is con51derqgl advanced,
women are ,qint.rﬂ'om.ated
against in a thousand ways,”
Judge Catheriné. Laut7 of
3 -ndeqlated
here 'wom-
en ever had full e‘qbiklgy wa}
in' ancient Egypt.”

not encouraging vocanonal\m

training for women, which fis
almost non-existent around the
world.

As for equal pay—even those
nations which have endorsed
it in princlple do not show
enthusiasm in putting it into
practice. Judge Lautz said} that
France signed. the United Na-
tions convention granting this
rlght and has complained ever
since that it has put her at
an economic disadvantage in

yorld trade. In Canada, only

ree provinces have le slated
for equal pay and 14 states
in the U.S
b Pmﬁerty another. field in
which: . womgn are often the

Judge Lautz, \y‘_hose talk | victims: judge continued.

opened the sixth serles of law |

lectures tp be sponsored by
the council, observed that one
of the big barriers fo equal
rights is women’s ignorance of
their legal status.

“Many women have no idea
what their status is until they
get into difficulties,” the
smartly dressed judge main-
tained. “How many women

know, for instance, that under,

English common law, a hus-

band can claim a wife’s earn-

. Propey ‘st however, vary
}consi erahly from nation to
! n and' even from locality

ta=-locality. In some cases
men Jave no property rights

at\ all; under the old English
co mon w, women lost alt!

'such.oights to their husbands
“upoin marriage. Even today the"
14w sags that property acquired
1 de‘u coverture belongs to the

sband this applies to such
ttags. as furniture. A husband

¥

ings, if they have been eamgd'”{and;wife gomg into a business

« within herown household?” =
AJudge Lautz described Eng-=

lish common law as one of the
great handicaps which women
have been working for years
to overcome. Only within the
past 100 years has progress
been made. 'Away back in
the days of the Roman Empire,
women had begun to make
some progress in obtaining
their rights,” Judge Lautz said.
“But they lost everything in
feudal England. It wasn't until
1848, when Susan Anthony and
Ehzabeth Cady Stanton organ-
ized an equal rights meeting
at Seneca Falls, N.Y., that the
situation began to improve.
This meeting was for the pur-

paxtnenshxp will® f4nd that
pyerything belongs to the
Jhusband uniess .a contract
specifying otherwise has been
drawn up.

The past 25 years have seen
the biggest strides forward in
respects to women’s rights
generally, the judge said. Most
of the credit for this goes to
the United Nations.

"But it can’'t do everything
for us,” she warned. “We have
to help ourselves. In a survey
made by the UN, it was found
that women, once they got the
vote, have done little with it.
They have rarely taken public
office, and have not been
effective public citizens. Where
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