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BUTTONS BY THE BILLIONS

lb By Olive Williamson

eeping pace with feminine fancy |
is never an easy task, but nowhere is
it more difficult than in the manu-
facture of those fetching bits of artis-
try that serve both a fastening and
a fascinating function.

When the lady of fashion ponders
over her wardrobe and devises ways
and means of adapting the current
“Look” to her personality, she con- |
siders every item of apparel in detail.
Not least among these are the size, .|'
style, colour and number of buttong|
on her garments. . |

With styles as dated as yesterday’s

Inewspaper, today's fad seldom bears
any relation to tomorrow’s fancy,
hence a tremendous turnover in but-
ton designs. The advent of the zZipper
has had no noticeable effect on the
industry and more buttons than ever
are being made today in Canada and
in an ever-increasing variety of
shapes, sizes and colours. During the.

duced in thousands of different styles.
It is easy to see that the button
manufacturer is faced with a peculiar |
set of problems. Flexibility, above all,
is a necessity of the industry. Keeping ||
a few jumps ahead of demand has at
last been made bossible by the versa-
tility of the chemicall -produced ma- |
terials now basic in the button busi-

ness—oplastjes.
| Not ﬂ‘rr%gasncs are suitable for
button manufacture, of course,just as |
not all metals are suitable for mak-
ing automobiles. Among the most pop-
ular varieties of Plastic for this pur-
pose, however, are “Plaskon”, “Plasta-
1 cele”, “Pyralin”, “Lucite’ and latest
‘of all, “nylon”,
. The popularity of these
|1s largely explained by the
the finished

materials
quality of

I's point of view the im-
portant consideration is adaptabilty
for mass producton. |

One Process well adapted to mass
production is compression

5 n moulding,
which utilizes “Plaskon urea for-
maldehyde moulding powder., The
|| powder i

IS compressed into “pills” or
h are §i-milar in size to
Yy will be

i These preforms are
Placed in the holes of a special tray

Wwhich slideg between the upper and
lpwer halves of g heated, highly po-
lished mould mounted in a hydraulic

wear. Edges are now
‘s‘moothed and the buttong Polished by
tgmbhng” in rotating barrels, The
| bright new buttons are hard and

I'but light in wej

H?fé? scem pe laundered or even scrat—l

' ith little effect. ;
!Ch'i‘%ew;;jection mouldm% pgg;e;gugz
l & tacele’”’ an acetate :
!(Ia{serf 1tahse powder is heated to adngilé_
| able plastic condition %?daeﬁgxl‘llt; “e; ol
|t centre groove ) -/ Ul
";(:e;tt:i mould branching off u'letr?q 332(11
tvidval die cavities. When re rues’;
| the ‘buttons are attached tob s;;1 e
[1ike leaves on the end of bra cues
These sprues, which arerf\la:a;tecgn <3
' 1 om the overilow, al
;Z;l:‘lottlxrrll%i f:nd the material used a
ga(llr;sein plastic buttons, more E:icp::;}; !
sive than those already mention l’stic .
fabricated on machiges. The. pla ilk’ ;
made from the protein of sknp mtef
is formed in long rods the dlamﬁods
of the finishedd})uttorrllsé pl;;xf::n B
t to form: discs, & i
gaecgilne-worked c;n ez(;?ec?slethseegglt‘-
ately. To get two-tone el
are dyed after e -de 3
%)?a?ai only parti&llg cgte;a‘nf(}nirseh gged
e pattern has be :
aff:{sot hfal?ricated in this mainrlxlex; h%rv?r
exotic “Lucite” buttons, ’wh { 4Ehov
strikingly on mﬂadys gow'c 1
'?a%)ilored suits. The beautiful mate tai
‘and acrylic resin, simulates <:ryrslds
Imost perfectly. Odd as it sou: é
f’;Lucite” combined with scrap;lr}gh
from fish scales gives an effec'cﬂ\;::e rl o
nearly outdoes the glow of mo il
pef‘{rrllbts bows, floral clusters or o'ilheiarr1
T e
de of the ¢,
| oierpalt i table product is
£ in”. This adap =
1 eEZiI{;I hand-w-or%{ed to %x;odltlxssdthcel evat; :
riety. “Pyralin” can e
i tre like ag
clouded in the cen AN
ings of gold, silver or other. =
?ac.,lssltg;.%l be a%ded to give an “an ‘:)qu\eed
look. “Pyralin’”’ can also li)le co::: hlirrll 2
ith other materials. While m ]
‘;vxl'zhu::deto produce buttons of sun.;f)};;.
design br to cut basic shapgs, fanci
twists are all done by hand. )
The various button ccgmpames(1 9
great pride in their unigque pro l:fn'
They admit that buttcon néz{lsuf;ﬁ o
not be one of Cana
Ii?l?i?xstrles, but, they ask, whert_a woy




