
 

 

Jean-Baptiste Askin.  (1810-1869)  

 

Jean Baptiste was born on 10 April 1788 at Detroit, the son of John Askin Jr; His mother 

was a Metis or Indian woman living in from Indian country just west of Detroit. Her 

identity is not recorded. On October 17, 1814 he married Elisa Van Allen of Haldimand 

County, Upper Canada, and they had eight children. 

 

In 1810, Jean Baptiste was with his father at St Joseph Island and for two years traded in 

the St Croix River and Lac du Flambeau regions of northern Wisconsin. Following the 

outbreak of the War of 1812, they served on the British side under Captain Charles 

Roberts and were present at the capture of Michilimackinac from the Americans on 

17 July 1812.  

 

In August of 1812 Jean Baptiste led a band of Indians to aid Major-General Isaac Brock 

at Detroit but arrived after Brigadier-General William Hull, the American commander, 

had surrendered. He later served as an interpreter under Colonel Henry Procter at the 

battle of Frenchtown on 22 January 1813. After the war he worked as an assistant 

commissary officer up to 1819. He moved to Vittoria, Norfolk County, Upper Canada, he 

was appointed clerk of the peace in 1819 and clerk of the district court in 1820, holding 

both offices until 1849. He was also a deputy clerk of the crown until 1859 and issuer of 

licences. 

      

 In 1831 Askin, was appointed to the board of education for the London District along 

with John Rolph and others, and in 1832 he moved to London, after the district court was 

transferred from Vittoria. Here he established himself as a prominent resident, living on a 

large estate in Westminster Township, now part of London. Askin was the first president 

of the Middlesex Agricultural Society, and held the position for 30 years until he stepped 

down in 1867. 

       

Late in 1837 Askin started raising volunteers and taking part in actions to suppress the 

rebellion led by William Lyon Mackenzie. He was given command of a militia battalion 

on active service for a limited period, he was promoted colonel on 3 February 1838.  
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