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In Canada, hunting and harvesting rights are highhe Metis agenda. This has been par-
ticularly true since the Supreme Court’s rulingRowley (September 2003) established that the
Metis do have a Constitutional right to hunt andvbat. It has therefore become even more im-
portant to establish how the Metis hunted and tseceright across the Old Northwest before
there was a USA-Canada border and before proviaoidlterritorial boundaries were drawn. To
this end, the Metis National Council and its adfiés have been documenting the history of Metis
settlement and resource use across the Metis Hathela

Orally based community histories allow Métis peofedescribe their own historical ex-
periences. Numerous Métis groups, aided by histerand anthropologists, have conducted in-
terviews with Elders in order to document the histd viewpoint of Métis people. While com-
munity studies are an expanding area of Métis 88jdnore literature is needed to describe how
the relationships between various Métis commungieslved. These community remembrances
delineate a fundamental theme of Métis history—diig of experience. Each Métis commu-
nity, despite a commonly held culture and life eigreces similar to other Métis communities,
has a unique history, and slightly different cuypractices. This was amply demonstrated when
individuals from a variety of Métis communities suitted reports to the Royal Commission on
Aboriginal Peoples.

! Some of this information was previously preseritetihe books “Resources for Metis Researchers™htatis
Legacy,” published by the same editors. .” Fooinfation on the Metis communities in British Columbnd the
part of the Pacific Northwest known as Oregon Couregaders are referred to George R.D. Goulet,Tardy Gou-
let: The Métis in British Columbia: From Fur Trade Oafjts to Colony.Calgary, Alberta:FabJob Inc, 2008.



There is now more community history publicly aveiaon the Métis of Montana although
Canadians are not generally aware of the histotpisfgroup. Rosalyn LaPier (1996) has made
use of oral history and traditional research toutioent the history of her Métis family in Mon-
tana. Vern Dusenberry (1954, 1985) has writtenresttely about the Métis group associated
with Rocky Boy’s Reserve. More recently FranklirdaBunte (1996) have completed research
and have written extensively on the Shell River iMMéThese writers have documented that in
Montana there are two Métis groups, the PembinasMéto migrated from the east, and a mi-
nority subgroup of Canadian Métis who migrated atlgeto Montana after the 1885 Resistance
and then intermarried with the Pembina Métis. Th8.lgovernment Bureau of Indian Affairs is
now in the process of establishing recognition this Montana group. Nicholas Vrooman’s
video, When They Awakgl995), produced by the University of Great Falifstitute of Métis
Studies, has several interviews with Métis Eldessnf Montana.

Métis community histories are also empowering bsedtey allow Elders to give voice to
the Métis experience. Some excellent communityohiess include: Emile Pelletier’'s (198Qg
Vécu des Métisken and Victoria Zelig’s (1997%te. Madeleine, Community Without a Town;
Rita Shilling’s (1983)Gabriels Children; and Kermit Moore’s (1982Kipawa: Portrait of a
People Pelletier writes an interesting social historytlké Manitoba Métis which includes in-
sights into finger weaving, bison hunts, the fighealt making, maple sugar manufacturing and
Seneca root gathering. The Zelig's collection addfls stories offer a particularly poignant dis-
cussion of the destruction of their community aneirt eventual dispersal to various parts of the
Prairies when the government implementedRh&irie Farm Rehabilitation Agtwhich created
community pastures on marginal land.

The Elders in Gift Lake Alberta (David May, 1984ppide the reader with an interesting
series of vignettes regarding traditional Métisiaband economic activities. Nicole St. Onge
(1983, 1984, and 1985) has conducted numerousietes with Métis Elders in central Mani-
toba. Robert Longpré (1976) has collected many rgldgories from the community of lle-a-la
Crosse for the Bi-Centennial book produced by tbeal Community Authority. The Cumber-
land House Bicentennial Committee also producedmancunity history in 1974A History of
Cumberland House: ... as told by its own citizensA11671974

The Métis residents of Willow Bunch, Saskatchewamehcontributed many new stories to
their community history ifPoplar Poles and Wagon Trails: A Mosaic of WillowrBh R.M. #42
(1998). Gail Paul Armstrong’s article, “The Métighe Development and Decline of Métis Influ-
ence in an Early Saskatchewan Community” (In Thelroaier [2000]), discusses the founding
of Willow Bunch by the Métis in 1880 and their guadl disenfranchisement by French-Canadian
farmers. A more comprehensive community histdiye History of the Metis of Willow Bunch,
has been written by Ron Rivard and Catherine ljdtte (2003).

Using extensive oral history and interviews, Didtgyment has written a comprehensive
social history of the Batoche MétiEhe Free People — Otipemisiwék990). Payment analyzes
this Métis community’s self-governing political $§m, economic activities, family structures,
relations with First Nations and French Canadiansl, the impact of the North-West Resistance
on their group identity. Payment’s major contrilbatiis in elucidating key aspects of Métis his-



tory, which was previously little known outsidetbe Métis community. For instance, she argues
that the Batoche Métis had a strong tradition dfgevernance.

Representative Metis Communities

In 1928, a small group of Metis in the Cold Lakeabegan

to organize. This group, led by Charles Delormdaldshed L'Association des Métis de
I'Alberta et des Territories du Nord-Ouest. Thid e Dion and a number of other Metis lead-
ers incorporate the Metis Association of AlbertalB82. They then began extensive lobbying
for measures to counteract Metis poverty. At thmgetit had become clear that the government
scrip programs had been inadequate and by theofuire century most Metis in Alberta were
squatting on Crown land. The transfer of naturabueces from federal to provincial jurisdic-
tion in 1938 opened up large areas of Crown lamchfommesteading and squatter’s rights were
no longer recognized. These events as well as @ped3sion impacted the Metis. Their situa-
tion was desperate. As a result, the Ewing Comonissias set up in 1938 to review the situa-
tion of the Metis in Alberta. This commission reaoended that land be set aside for the Metis
with limited self-governing authority over huntinfiishing and trapping.
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The present day Metis Settlements of Alberta.

The first settlements (first called “Colonies”)lie established were:

Buffalo Lake (Caslan) or Beaver River *
Cold Lake
East Prairie (south of Lesser Slave Lake)*
Elizabeth (east of Elk Point)*
Fishing Lake (Packechawanis)*
Gift Lake (Ma-cha-cho-wi-se) or Utikuma Lake*
Kikino* (Goodfish Lake)
Marlboro
Paddle Prairie (or Keg River)*
Peavine (Big Prairie, north of High Prairie)*
Touchwood
Wolf Lake (north of Bonnyville)

* The eight current Metis Settlements.

In the 1960s, the settlements of Marlboro, Cabi@eder-in-Council removed Touchwood,
Cold Lake and Wolf Lake from the Metis regime. 1890, Accord Legislation passed giving
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the Metis people the 1.25 million acres of landtlo® remaining eight settlements via Metis
Settlements Acthe Metis Accord Implementation Adhe Metis Land Protection Acand the
Constitution of Alberta Amendment Act

Adrian Hope, Maurice L'Hirondelle, Lawrence Desj#s] Sam Johnston and Richard Poitras —
formed the Alberta Federation of Metis Settlemant§975, to create a working relationship
between the Alberta government and the Metis Setties. The relationship worked to im-
prove legislation and promote self-government. Faderation pressed the Alberta government
for funding and, more importantly, a voice for tketis communities that were established in
1938. Finally, in 1990, after several years of ms& negotiation, the Federation realized their
objective when the new Metis Settlements Accord a@spted and ratified by the province.
Through the Accord, which provisioned land and-gelfernment, the Metis Settlements Gen-
eral Council was born. In May 20, 1975 the Albdftaderation of Metis Settlements (AFMS)
became a registered society under the SocietiesfAberta making the AFMS a legal entity.
The AFMS then became the Metis Settlements Ge@mahcil in 1990 after the Metis Settle-
ments Accord was signed. Some of the PresidentheofMetis Settlement Association (to
1990) and its successor organization, the Generah€il, are: William Erasmus, Clifford Gla-
due, Maurice L'Hirondelle, EImer Ghostkeeper, Jariepatte, Gary Parenteau, Randy Hardy,
Ken Noskey, Richard Blyan, Harry Supernault andesldrmtrong.

This community is situated at the forks of the thrdRed and
Mackenzie Rivers. The present day location is wves in earlier times a Dene and Metis fish-
ing camp location.

! Baie St. Paul was a French-Metis parish
of the Red River Settlement located west of Fontrgsan the Assiniboine River between the
French-Metis parish of St. Francois Xavier and Emglish-Metis parish of Poplar Point to the
west. Baie St. Paul was located about eight kiloese¢ast of today's St. Eustache, Manitoba.
This community dates back to 1832 when Father GeArgoine Belcourt established a mis-
sion on the south side of the Assiniboine River.

In July of 1832 Father Belcourt selected a site Hisr mission along the Assiniboine
River where a large number of Indians and Metisgad in the spring. The mission was to be
named under the protection of Saint Paul, Apodtla® Gentiles. Belcourt then returned in the
spring of 1833 with Bishop Provencher’s approvad. élected a chapel during the summer, but
in September the site, sixty kilometers west of Reder was attacked by a group of Gros-
Ventres Indians from the south. Bishop Provencbencerned for the safety of the priest and
the continued success of his work, had the missidacated closer to St. Bonifate.

The new mission, Baie St. Paul, was distadd in 1834 at “Prairie Fournier” (Baker’s
Prairie) on the left bank of the Assiniboine Rivabout thirty-seven kilometres from St. Boni-
face and about eight kilometres east of today'& $$tache, Manitoba. The site included a tract
of land with eight kilometres of river frontage ¢lerkilometres in depth, a gift from Governor

2 The exact location of the first mission, known $ts Paul des Saulteaux, is difficult to pinpointvdl reliable
sources locate it on the left bank of the Assiniepisome eighty to ninety-five kilometres from Baniface. If
measured in river distance, the site would haven Is#eiated somewhere near St. Eustache, but if unedas-the-
crow-flies, it would have been located in the vityirof Portage la Prairie.



George Simpson of the Hudson’s Bay Company (HB@)e B5t. Paul was to be Belcourt's of-
ficial residence as long as he remained under Bishrovencher's jurisdiction.

Baie St. Paul, Belcourt once again set ouiuild a chapel and a residence for himself and
gradually began to develop the foundations of amanity for the Indians and Metis who
gathered in the area. He was convinced that oreéhthans had adapted to "civilized" life and
were enjoying greater material comfort, they waadithere to Christian principles more readily.

Bishop Provencher had plows and oxen setitéanission, while Belcourt helped the Na-
tives to build dwellings near the chapel and toptaops such as potatoes, corn and oats. Father
Belcourt opened a school and engaged Miss Angeltplim and her sister Marguerite as teach-
ers. In 1834 they began teaching at Baie St. @duEustache). Bishop Provencher assigned the
sisters to assist Father Belcourt in learning tlagive languages to communicate with the Indi-
ans. Angélique and Marguerite were fluent in Freriehglish, Ojibwa and Cree. Both sisters
worked for the next decade with Father Belcourt.

Despite their cultural differences, Belcoamd the Indians and Metis with whom he worked
gradually developed a close association, and Higeimce over the Native population was proba-
bly greater than that of any other white man in Réckr. In September of 1834, when a group
of angry Metis gathered to protest an attack onadrieeir number by a Hudson's Bay Company
clerk, it was Belcourt that Governor George Simpsmatled upon to calm the situation.
Stories of Belcourt's work at Baie St. Paul sprgaitkly among the Aboriginal people of the
West. In 1836 a group from the Rocky Mountain Szaulk tribe journeyed all the way to Red
River to meet the priest who was said to be a nigeat wisdom and kindness. They were fa-
vourably impressed by his facility with their laregge and the work he had done among the
Saulteaux. The delegates left, assuring Belcowsahmembers of their tribe would return to
Baie St. Paul in the spring. Indians from otheiiorg also travelled to and from the mission, car-
rying with them stories about the priest whose hiead been made by the “Great Spirit”.

While at Baie St. Paul, Father Belcourt assisted Mr. Poire at the nearby mission of St.
Francois-Xavier. When the Metis were away on teeimi-annual hunting expeditions, Belcourt
and the Nolin sisters worked on the Saulteaux-HFrehctionary he was compiling. His first few
winters were spent in St. Boniface, where his exgldlls as a turner were put to good use in the
construction of furnishings for Bishop Provenchedshedral. Belcourt spent most of his subse-
guent winters in the diocese, teaching the baditiseoSaulteaux language to newly-arrived mis-
sionaries.

In February of 1847, Father Belcourt prepamegktition to the Queen regarding the Metis
grievances with regard to the HBC fur trade mongphbline hundred and seventy-seven Metis
signed it and James Sinclair took it to Englandrdtaliation, George Simpson and the HBC
trumped up fur trading charges against Belcourt lzandi the Archbishop in Quebec remove him
from Red River. Belcourt immediately began lobbyiageturn and in June of 1848, Bishop Lo-
rus of Dubuque assigned him to Pembina. Many opharsshioners from Baie St. Paul followed
him to Pembina. He eventually moved his mission seftbol 30 miles west to St. Josephs in
1853.

In 1882 there was extensive flooding and pathe cemetery at Baie St. Paul slid into the
river and many houses were destroyed. Many of@kelents became discouraged and followed
their parish priest, Cyrille Saint-Pierre in relboa to North Dakota. Later Bishop Tache sent
missionary Thomas Quevillion to find a new location the church. The new location was St.
Eustache established in January of 1898. This neasechosen because St. Eustache is the Pa-
tron saint of hunters.



Reference:
Reardon, Rev. James M. “George Anthony Belcoudn&ér Missionary of the NorthwesCCHA Report18
(1951) pp. 75-89.

" # # ! This Metis community,
originally known as Bas de la Riviére, became kn@srFort Alexander and then Pine Falls,
Manitoba. It was located on both shores of the \igieg River from Pointe au Foutre (the port-
age around Pine Falls) right down to Traverse Bayake Winnipeg. The community was es-
tablished in 1732 as a wintering post and depothiferNWC traders operating on Lake Winni-
peg. The area also possessed soil suitable focudigiie. In 1792 Simon Fraser and Lesieur
Toussaint established a large post at Bas de l@rRiyalso called Sieurs Fort). It was ideally
suited for the fishers utilizing the Traverse Balyitefish fishery. In October of each year the
whitefish spawn on the gravel bottom of Traversg.B&hen agriculture failed at Red River,
the settlers made use of the fall fishery at Bald®iviere. Since the big game of the area had
been hunted out by the late 1700s, fish, grainsgamden vegetables were the staple foods of
the area. By 1812 the Bas de la Riviéere gardens welting vegetables to the incoming Red
River Settlers. By 1817 the Metis staff of the Narest Company was farming wheat, barley,
peas, oats and potatoes at this location and wg@\ysng the Red River Settlement with seed
grain. In 1815 a horse-powered flour mill was bully 1821 they had a large ranch here for
hogs, horses and cattle. The nearby meadows pbyildaty of hay for the livestock and the
marshes provided marsh grass for thatching thesrobthe Metis homes. After the amalgama-
tion of the HBC and NWC in 1821, Bas de la Rivikrst its importance as a major provision-
ing post and transportation transfer point.

'$ % & (%) This Metis settlement along the
South Saskatchewan River is named after Metis tradd businessman Xavier Letendfié
Batoche. It is located on the Carlton Trail, a RRder Cart trail. Batoche also operated a river
ferry. Francois Xavier's grandfather, Jean Baptist¢endré had been wintering in the Fort
Carlton area since the late 1850s. The Metis fpditanitoba after the 1869-70 Resistance
largely settled this town, along with St. Louis, Baurent, and Duck Lake. This was not the
first Batoche community in Saskatchewan. The niokmavas shared with Francois Xavier
Letendré’s grandfather, Jean-Baptiste Letendré wibwked at Fort a la Corne in 1810. There
are references to a Batoche Post about three wméssof the Forks of the Saskatchewan River
and Jean-Baptiste Letendré is the likely sourcthefnamé. Xavier Letendré dit Batoche had
established a store in the vicinity of the St. leanirmission on the west bank of the South Sas-
katchewan River in 1866. At that time all the wnmg Metis were located on the west bank for
easier access to Fort Carlton. The St. Lauretiesednt on the west side also had easy access
to the missions of St. Laurent and Sacre CoeuruakDake. The first ferry crossing the south
branch of the Saskatchewan River was establishedeathe Carlton Trail crossed the river on
the road to St. Laurent, Duck Lake and Fort Carldavier Letendré dit Batoche established
this ferry in 1871. With the establishment of Bdte's ferry the river the Metis took up lots on
the east side and this village became known ascBato

% See Bill Barry,People Places: Saskatchewan and its NarRegjina: Canadian Plains Research Centre, 1997.
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! The mouth of the Berens River on the east shoteaké Winni-
peg was a stopping point for Metis boat men andetr® as early as 1765. The first post was
built there in 1814 (named after HBC governor JbosBprens). It moved briefly to “Old Fort
Portage” in 1816, then to Pigeon River a few mdesth until HBC employee John Robertson
moved it back to the original site in the mid 1820Rkis was a thriving Metis community until
fishing was banned on Lake Winnipeg in 1970 dumé&vcury contamination. All but 50 to 60
fishermen moved and those that remained becamaxdepeon partial government compensa-
tion through a work program.

In 1767 William Tomison (founder of Fort Edmontaor the Hudson's Bay Company)
made his way up the Severn River from Hudson Balyaassed over to the headwaters of the
Berens, which he descended to its outlet in Lakenigeg. It was not, however, until 1814 that
a post was established at the mouth of the rivdrcatied Berens River after Joseph Berens,
Governor of the Company. This post was occupiednieyn sent from Jack River House, as
Norway House was then called.

Two years later (1816) the post was moved upstreathe third lake, probably to the
place now known as Old Fort Portage, where in Seip¢e 1816 Donald Sutherland erected a
house. At the same place were the remains of ahalde built by the Albany traders, and also
an abandoned North West Company post. The Nor'\igelstelt a new house on the same lake
in 1818 but occupied it for only one season, legitire H B C in possession.

Soon after the union of the two companies in 18#lgost was re-moved to nearby Pi-
geon River, becoming an outpost. It is referrethtthe District Report of Norway House for
1823 as: "Berens River better distinguished byndnme of Pigeon River, is the only outpost in
this District". A year later, however, it was ratad to the lake on Berens River and in 1825,
when John Robertson, clerk, was in charge, was orare cited as a post and subsequently
continued as such. Berens River post was firsuded in the Winnipeg River District, until the
abandonment of that District in 1832, when it beegrart of the Norway House or Jack River
District.

% ( See entry under St. Albert, Alberta.

* ! The Town ofBirds Hill and the modern day Birds Hill Provincidark
were named after the Bird family who owned landhi@ vicinity. Their family history is repre-
sentative of those who settled along the Red Rivére early 19th century.

James Curtis Bird came to Rupert's Land in 178&dtk as a writer with the Hudson's Bay
Company. During his 36 years in service, he moyedhuank to become Chief Factor of the
Red River District and by 1819 it was said thahlad more knowledge of the country than all
the Hudson's Bay Company officers put together.

James Bird married several times, fathering 15dchil. When James retired in 1824 he re-
ceived a land grant from the company of 1,215 hest&3,000 acres) on the east side of the
Red River. Registered as River Lot 95, the propextgnded east from the river for about 6.4
km (4 mi.), taking in the hill area now known a® ttown of Birds Hill. On the banks of the
Red, James built his home which came to be catlezlWhite Cottage."” The Red River served
as the main transportation route at that time.

The park area was referred to as "the Pines" are"Ridge" by the Bird family, as well as
other settlers along the Red River. The river faigh of the Bird property extended into what
is now the western edge of the park and provid#tese with abundant game and a wealth of
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natural materials. Roof trusses and fences wellefbam the oak, ash, spruce, cedar and tama-
rack trees. It was here, too, that settlers, fanl@rs and wildlife found refuge from spring flood-
ing in the Red River valley. During the great flsoof 1826 and 1852, which threatened the
very survival of the Red River settlement, entaenilies camped on high ground with their
livestock and possessions.

+ Fo(+ ) : When Peter Fidler (1769-1822) made a map of the Red
River District, he recording the settlement of BirsVillage west of Fort Douglas on the As-
siniboine River which was built by a group of Metisemen, some of whom had previously
lived in the Brandon House area. Birsay Villagalisng the Assiniboine River midway be-
tween Lyon Island and Kettle Plain. The vast majoof the freeman were Orkney-Cree Mi-
chif who worked for the French trading companiesniylof the freemen had lived long enough
in the North West to be free of their company’stcacts, and to be regarded as permanent in-
habitants of the region. Some had been in the N&f#ist trade since 1770. The Hudson Bay
Company freemen were far fewer as the companyypalas to return servants to Europe when
their contract expired. A few former H.B.C. sensritowever, had settled in the vicinity of
Brandon House, living with the Cree nearly in tiaene manner as the free Canadians of Red
River did with the Ojibwa. Not surprising, mosttbe Hudson Bay freemen are natives of the
Orkney Isles which had supplied the HBC with 75cpet of the servants by 1800.

Peter Fidler suggested that these Orkney freemea servants who had been dismissed for
various misdemeanors and acts of insubordinatiatimer than servants whose contracts had
expired. For example, John Lyons was set free iguati 1816 for refusing to accompany

James Inkster on a trip to Indian Elbow on the upgyssiniboine. Humphrey Favel was set free

on account of his bad behaviour toward John McLapRed River in 1815; Thomas Favel, a

Metis (1780-1848), was released because of hisakefo go with Peter Fidler to Jack River at

the northern end of Lake Winnipeg in 1815; Mag®Syence, in service since 1783, became
free in 1815 as well. Jack Spence, son of Magmen&, was sent to explore Red River for
possible sites for an Orkney Colony. He was the who selected the Birsay site, three miles
above the White Horse Plain, or twenty-two miles\abthe forks.

Magnus Spence, in the service of the Company diii88, became free in 1815 and appears to
be the leader and eldest of this group. Birsay thashome parish of Magnus Spence in the
Orkneys. This group moved from Brandon house ¢Ahbsiniboine, just three miles north of
the White Horse Plains, during the winter of 18B2-8 to adopt a more sedentary way of life.
Peter Fidler, in the spring, had counted eight s)aleo females and thirteen children: six boys
and seven girls. Only Magnus Spence and James Mamkiad a wife and family listed against
their names. Later in the year, more Metis canfeoim the buffalo hunt, having laid up a good
stock, and some of them are moving to the spotsenthey intend to build.

Whooping cough and measles hit Orkney Town, andedaé®andison lost two children on Au-

gust 4. Owman Norquay b-1775 lost one child, @whan Norquay (1773-1820) died. To add
to their misery, swarms of grasshoppers destrogent trops. Orkney Town was abandoned
by mid-September, 1819. The 1827 census sugdesyswiere absorbed into the main Red
River Colony. The French Canadian Freeman andsMétPembina quickly moved in to the

settlement at Orkney Town.



Reference:
R. Dick Garneau, “Metis Culture 1818-1820." httwwWw.telusplanet.net/dgarneau/metis38a.htm

Iox $ - ( Boss Hill is known as Francois
Gabriel Dumont’s wintering place. The Metis huntemsn Fort Edmonton, Fort St. Albert, Big
Lake and Lac St. Anne would also make Boss Hillrtheadquarters when going out on the
buffalo hunt. The village site was nearby at Buffaail Creek, and the settlement of Tail Creek
des Metis which was reported to have had up todaéllings. This settlement originally ex-
tended across Buffalo Tail Creek, up along the sidéhe hill and across the flat. There is a
deep gully located between the old cemetery andahewhich was once full of buffalo bones,
where the Metis hunters drove the buffalo for thie Khe Indians who called iKioocusor
Enewoosuyyi®iad long used Buffalo Tail Creek. The communityseed from 1870 to 1879
and had an estimated population of between 1,5802z000. It was a staging area for Metis
from as far north as Lac la Biche, Lac Ste. AnrieAbert, and Edmonton as well as from Ba-
toche to the east. It had a community hall and é@mborks. From here the Metis provided
meat and hides for Edmonton and it was a majoriligton point for free traders trading into
Montana and Red River. Mule trains extending twtesin length were used to take furs from
Tail Creek des Metis to Fort Benton, Montana.

Hunt captains for the hunt from Tail Creek were l\afh Camion, Michel Arnot, Ed
Boucher, Pierre Desault, Baptiste Vaness, Gabugh@nt, Shoutoux, Ladoneur, Ed Bincer and
Abraham Salois. During the 1870s Edmonton propdréhaery small population compared to
the Metis settlements at Tail Creek and Buffalod.akven St. Boniface only had a population
of 750 at this time.

I's . This settlement on the South Saskatchewan Rivensimeaam from
St. Laurent was named after Jean Baptiste BouBloeicher was the leader of a group of Metis
families (Caron, Boyer, Trottier and Bremner) fr&h Boniface who settled here in 1882. It
later became St. Louis de Langevin.

Io*l ! From: A.E. Brown, “The Fur Trade Posts of the SsMiouth
Area” Manitoba Historical Society TransactiorSeries 3, 1961-62.
John Macdonell's Journal, written as he traveldanoh with bourgeois Cuthbert Grant Sr.
records the details of the push west in the fall 783:

"Thursday §' September - (1793) - Overtook D. McKay and his $tuts Bay
Party in the Rapid of Sault a la Biche St. AndreRégpids.

September 1, Wednesday - The Strip of Wood that lines the Rhas now got
so large that we remain in the canoes as it mightdublesome to find them
when required. Passed the site of an Ancient FottadRefine. The spot on
which it stood can scarcely be known from the plaeimg grown up with wood.

Saturday 2 ... | set out on foot for Fort (Pine Fort) distéen leagues and ar-
rived at it, two hours before sunset. Starvatiomseat the Fort than along the
road. The people who were out in various directionging for Indians with pro-
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visions returned on the 2@vith nine lodges of Assinibouans well loaded the
pieces of meat ...

Monday, September 30 Left the Pine Fort on foot having a few horsesdrry
our provisions and bedding, for we are not to slegp the canoes any more ...

Tuesday, 1 October - Mr. C. Grant placed Auge in oppositiotMr. Ranald
Cameron, whom Mr. Peter Grant settled at a newelao miles above the
mouth of the River La Sourie; a small river frone tB.W. that empties itself into
the Assinibouan River."

As Macdonell and Grant proceeded west to the QueAppDonald McKay of the Hudson's
Bay Company was pressing hard towards a favoutab&ion for his fort. The Hudson's Bay
Company records show that the foundations of the pwst were laid on October 16, 1793, and
at five the same afternoon it was "baptized Brandonse".
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The exact location of the Brandon House foundesl dlaly is in some doubt, but we know
that it was on the northeast bank of the Assinieoirhe Brandon House of Peter Fidler's day
(1816) was several miles upstream from the orighNwith West post for which we have a pre-
cise distance of two miles from the Souris moutdohn Macdonell's Journal quoted above, as
well as a latitude reading from David Thompsonisrdal of 1797. It is plain that so great a dis-
tance, as well as difficulties of terrain along tieth bank, simply do not jibe with three sepa-
rate items of written evidence. In May, 1794, tperg following the establishment of these
posts, John Macdonell was returning east with Garth@rant, Sr., the bourgeois in charge of
the spring brigade. Macdonell's journal relates:
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"May 6, 1794, arrived at Auge's River la SouristFsun an hour high. Auge has
sad complaints against his H.B. opponent, Mr. Doalias "Mad" McKay ...

By order of Mr. Grant | took down three or fourfawe declarations of his own
men against Mr. Donald McKay, in consequence ottivhive took him prisoner
for firing at Auge and laying in ambush for hilifi was his guard and slept with
him at night.

Mr. Grant allowed Mr. McKay, le malin, to go hons®al his journal and write to
his chief, Mr. McNabb. | went with him and, accargito his promise, came back
quietly with me. .

Left River la Sourie after breakfast with 14 canaed 3 boats. Mr. Grant thought
proper to release Mr. Donald McKay, so we did mobark him, and he was so
pleased with recovering his liberty that it wasisthouse we breakfasted by his
particular request."”

These entries clearly imply that Auge's North Wastt and McKay's Brandon House were
in close proximity. This was a brief stop, yet Mandll takes a declaration from McKay's
"own" men with little inconvenience. Further, thieseakfasted at Brandon House on McKay's
invitation before embarking. This would have beempassible if the Hudson's Bay post had
been three or four difficult miles upstream.

The following winter, Robert Goodwin, who succeedaohald McKay in the position of
Post Master at Brandon House writes on January ®6:1'We are four houses here, and very
little made at any of them yet."

William Yorstone was the man in charge at Brandaus¢ in mid-May of 1810 (when the
journal begins), at which time, the postmasterpnJdicKay, lay dying. McKay's death and bur-
ial are duly recorded in the entries for July Bn@l 7. Yorstone continued in charge of the post;
and his daily journal, faithfully kept, continuestil May 23, 1811 when the Selkirk Papers
copy ends. From it we learn that the North West @amy did not return to compete in the area
until sometime after the spring of 1811, but reredimt their Pine Fort location to which La-
rocque had transported them in 1807. This postestibned frequently in this 1810-11 Bran-
don House Journal, and their gregarious Mr. JolilcHard was a visitor at Brandon House on
several occasions. The rival companies seemedjby @m era of peace and co-operation in
these years, for a Hudson's Bay official for thstriit wrote directing the men at Brandon
House to have some work done by the blacksmithreg Port, as the Nor'westers owed them a
favour.

For purposes of clarifying the proper location loé site of the Brandon House of 1816, this
journal is of the utmost significance; for in it ilave a detailed account of a move upstream
and across the river which took place in the spah$)811. There are many references to mov-
ing buildings, ferrying supplies, and to men makioades at the "old house" or laying out new
buildings at the new. It would seem that this jalrdoes, in fact, give a full account of the
move from the original location on the north bargposite the mouth of Five Mile Creek, to
the big site in Morgan's field-more than three milgstream, and on the southwest bank. This
would mean that the North West Company's Fort LariSef 1816 must have occupied the site
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on the northeast side of the river that was folosg believed to have been the site of Brandon
House from 1793 to 1818.

Fidler's account of the post’'s location reads: t#8i@an House - 6 miles above the Souris
River on the south side ..." In providing furtltktails about the establishment, he says that it
is in "a ruinous state occasioned by the war brules316", and goes on to say that "a small
new house was built here last summer 30 x 14 fer@lare a smith and coopers shops also a
trading room, provisions stores and 2stables watiisks for men and Indians when they came
to the Houses to trade.”
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Map to illustrate the position of the several Scuris-meuth pests according to the auther's
research,

Evidence concerning the exact location of Brandaude¢ in 1816 is to be found in Peter
Fidler' deposition on its capture by the Nor'westes a prelude to Seven Oaks:
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"That on the evening of the 3tlay of May last 1816, Alexander Macdonell, a
partner of the North West Company accompanied bgiiéCanadians and men
commonly called halfbreeds (that is the sons ofsdans by Indian Women and
born in the Indian Countries) arrived at the Tragdiouse of the North West
Company called Riviere la Sourie, and situated spgpdrandon House at the
distance of about two hundred yards. That on thevitng morning a body of
about 48 men composed of Canadians, Halfbreeda &l Indians armed with
Guns, Pistols, Swords, Spears, and Bows and Arraggeared on Horseback in
the Plain near to the Hudson's Bay Company's tgdause (called Brandon
House) of which he the deponent was then MasteTaader for the said Hud-
son's Bay Company, that this body of men, beatmbpdian drum, singing In-
dian Songs and having a Flag flying rode towarésNbrth West Company's
trading house, that on a sudden the said body oftareed their horses and rode
on a gallop into the yard of Brandon House, wheey @all dismounted, erected
their flag over the gate of the house and deliledyrdted their horses to the stock-
ades. That then Cuthbert Grant, a halfbreed amk iriéhe service of the North
West Company who appeared to be the leader ofatitg pome to the Deponent
and demanded the keys of the House that on thendapeefusing to deliver up
the keys, a halfbreed called McKay (son of the fdexander McKay formerly a
partner of the North West Company) assisted byraéwé his companions broke
open the doors of the Hudson's Bay Company's Wasehand plundered the
property consisting of trading goods, furs and p#récles to a considerable
amount, which together with two boats belongingheoH.B.Co. They carried
away. The deponent further saith that when the Maiday and party had fin-
ished plundering the Houses of the Hudson's Baygamythe whole body of
Canadians, halfbreeds and Indians, crossed the Rikwent to the North West
Company's House taking with them the plundered gntgp.."

After the amalgamation of the companies, Chief éraddbhn McDonald reported that Bran-
don House operated on the north side of the rireanf1820 to 1823. It seems from this that
when the companies united, they moved into the iN@fest Company's buildings which may
have been more serviceable and better preservedo@ in keeping with the amount of busi-
ness that was then being done in the area.

Their tenure in this north-side location was brief,by 1824 Brandon House was closed out
as part of the retrenchment which followed amalgémaThus ended a trading existence of
some thirty-one years in the Souris-mouth distégtother north-side post bearing the name
opened briefly five years later, but it was almest miles farther up the Assiniboine on Section
29-9-1 W.1.

At the place where the early group clustered only site is clearly identifiable on the north
side, although there are two known locations onsigth side. This single north-side site is
large, long-used, well located, undisturbed, antchmaratively little-decayed o; overgrown.
Whose fort was it? From a comparison of the sizéheffounding parties as they are reported in
John Macdonell's journal, we can see that BrandounsE was almost certainly larger from the
outset, and from Larocque's comments it was laagelr better staffed in 1806-07 when Mac-
donell ordered the Nor'westers to pull out andaaie at old Pine Fort.
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Further, this first Brandon House was in full-tiraperation for eighteen years, while the
original North West Company establishment was actor only fourteen years. Also, this big
site could very accurately be described as beirguteshot away" from the site that fits the de-
scription of John Pritchard's X Y post. There isoathe probability that the original Brandon
House site was not completely abandoned even b§; I8d.in that year Peter Fidler refers to a
buffalo robe being brought from the "old house"orfarsuch accounts, which suggest greater
size and indicate longer occupancy, one would exjecsurviving traces of the first Brandon
House to be more in evidence than those of theNiosth West Company post.

It would seem that the big site opposite the maitRive Mile Creek, that has always been

thought to be the first North West Company postn@times called Fort Assiniboine), is actu-
ally the site of Brandon House No. 1.

+ 1 This town is located thirty miles west of Battledagind was pioneered by
Metis families from Red River—the Bremner, Sayed daylor families.

INro%(* Buffalo Lake and the Battle River Valley came to
prominence as a Metis gathering place after thatgmall-pox l@ picotte epidemic of 1870.
The Metis started fleeing locations such as SteAland Edmonton to escape the disease. It is
estimated that two-thirds of the Aboriginal people the plains were infected and about one-
third died. There were four other nearby Metis hiamt sites: Salois’ Crossing near Duhamel,
Tail Creek near Boss Hill, Todd’s Crossing near ¢d@nand Dried Meat Hill. The Buffalo Lake
site is located between Lynn and Buffalo Lakes lseast of Edmonton.
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- $I( ! This community was historically the largest sedsntarst Nations com-
munity North of Mexico. Cahokia was located at tihks of the Mississippi and Missouri Riv-
ers, near present day St. Louis, Missouri. It wiae a centre for fur trade companies, most of
which were staffed in large part by Metis.

-0 ! Camperville and Duck Bay, on the northwest shoreasfe Winni-
pegosis, are inseparable in their history. Swa@mee and Saulteaux inhabited the area. It was
an ideal place to trade, fish and hunt. Later, Yioolts and barges replaced canoes on these
inland waterways. These were manned by IndiansMetés from Red River and Metis settle-
ments in the south, at St. Ambroise and St. Lauréné Hudson's Bay Company requested
Roman Catholic and Protestant missionaries to apaognemployees on their long journeys
ministering to their spiritual needs. Early mission the Camperville and Duck Bay area were
Roman Catholic, but to the north, at Shoal Rivad the east, at Fairford, the Anglicans estab-
lished missions in 1855 and 1842 respectively.

The earliest of the Camperville and Duck Bay Setéets can be traced back to families
of the Metis who at one time lived in Red River dhd more western districts such as St. Fran-
cois Xavier (then known as la Prairie du ChevalnBlar White Horse Plains), St. Ambroise
and St. Laurent. These people, in quest of workahanture became employees of the Hud-
son's Bay Company, and gradually found permaneadepl in small settlements along Lake
Winnipegosis.

Salt deposits are located eight miles north ofgfesent-day town of Winnipegosis and
also across the lake at Salt Point. It was heresitrae of the Metis remained to prepare salt by
an evaporation process for the Hudson's Bay CompEmg area was given the name La Sa-
line, and some present residents remember eviddribe “cribs” at Flett's Point in the 1920s.
Early permanent settlement resulted from this @nie, as many of these Metis married Cree
and Saulteaux wives and remained there. On Auddisi&71, an Indian treaty was signed at
Manitoba House, which created Pine Creek Reserve.

One of the early missionaries, who traveled in Hrsa, using St. Laurent as a starting
point, was the Rev. C. J. Camper. By that timeHhedson's Bay Company had established a
post at present-day Camperville on what is now &ptunder the management of a Mr.
McKenzie. Isaac Cowie, in his book The Company di/énturers, states that in 1867, “there
was an outpost of Shoal River at Duck Bay on Lakenijpegosis.” With the encouragement of
Father Camper, more Metis from the St. Laurent begmn to settle there. Eventually this set-
tlement became known locally as Camperville in lrarfathe ministrations of Father Camper.
However, it wasn't until around 1914 that this namas used on the map rather than the previ-
ous designation as Pine Creek.

Under the direction of Father Camper, a small waooblilding was erected for church
services and school. The first resident priesttvasRev. J. A. Dupont O.M.l., and on Septem-
ber 8, 1886 the first parish register was beguth tie baptism of a Metis-Sioux named Her-
man McKay. On January 22, 1894, the little settlehsaw the arrival of the Rev. St. Germain,
accompanied by the Rev. Adelard Chaumont, who begak on a residential school for the
Indian and Metis children.

$ +-1 -0 -1 1 (%) : The eastern slopes of the
Cypress Hills was a centuries old gathering placgfains Indians. In the early 1870’s a small
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group to white traders and Metis’ scouts led thelstun Bay Trading Company to establish a
post on the eastern slopes of the Cypress Hillat Tirst winter, Isaac Cowie, traded for 750
Plains Grizzly bear and 1500 elk hides. The HudBay Co. only traded for one season be-
cause the competition from whiskey selling indeendraders and the tense situation between
Assiniboine and Blackfoot made it unsafe for Cot@@emain. In the spring, Cowie decided to
abandon the post. After Cowie left the post it Wwased to the ground. It then became known
as Chimney Coulee since the chimneys of the eadiidvsettlement were all that remained.

In 1873, 60 Metis’ families settled in the coulaad had built a chapel in the village. The
village then became known as Chapel Coulee. In 8&NWMP built a post on the same site
as the Hudson Bay Trading Post and part of thedeliage. This was the most easterly de-
tachment from the newly built Fort Walsh. The snddtachment at the east end post was to
watch over the ever growing number of Sioux who fiad from the Battle of the Little Big
Horn.

By 1887, the whiskey trading had been curtailed, 1B85 Metis Resistance at Batoche
was over and Sitting Bull had returned to the Uhifates. It was at this time that the post was
moved closer to the present location of Easterahgathe, Frenchman River, now called the
White Mud River.

-12 3 $ )M (%) This community was originally called
Coquille Pilee (Shell Pile) or La Cotchille Pilég the Metis. In the early 1800s this was a fa-
vorite Metis wintering spot. In his memoires, Lo@sulet describes this spot as a hundred and
twenty mile square plain covered with shrubs thHs tMetis calledbois de graine de
chaplelet—bead-wood or rosary-wood. This is actually the #W@lllow or Silverberry plant.
Even today the seeds of its berries are used t@ megaries.

-4 5 In the vanguard of French bicultural settlemennglthe Lower Mis-
souri was the Cote Sans Dessein community at themuad the Osage River. The Cote settle-
ment was located on a Spanish land grant thateP@nouteau Sr. had acquired from its origi-
nal owner. There are strong suggestions that ma@ntg @sidents were in debt to the Chouteau
family or were otherwise linked to the Chouteawiasts, so the outmigration from St. Charles
may have been orchestrated by Chouteau familydsterLeading citizens were the Creole and
mixed-blood sons of André Roy and their brothetaw; the French-Pawnee Joseph Revard.
Joseph Revard had partnered with A.P. Chouteaegetbn of Pierre, Sr.) to trade with the Ar-
kansas Osage and was killed by the vanguard adrthigrant Cherokees—newcomers who had
been removed to Osage territory by the U.S. goventm

Pioneers of the Cbtes were Catholic Metis familiddse members had intermarried with
one another while residing at St. Charles: the @yriLa Croix, Greza (dit Capitaine), Guittard,
Riviere, Labrosse, and Philbert families. A generatarlier, their antecedents on their father’s
side were trapping and trading at Fort de Chadrethe Mississippi River. They were closely
knit families who embraced patriarchal French fgnfdrms and other elements of French vil-
lage culture such as the taking of sacraments efCQatholic Church. At the same time, they
continuously incorporated many Native women as iagerpartners into their family networks.
Joseph Denoyers, for example, was married in thiecbhto Métisse Charlotte Cardinal. Their
sons married Métisses Margaret Barada (French-OnaatthMargaret Dorion (French-Sioux,
daughter of Pierre Dorion, Sr.) on the same dayB8i¥d. (Desnoyers’ sons were indebted to the
Chouteau family in 1817.) Céte residents coulddrdmeir ancestry to many different tribes on
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the female side, but they generally associated thighOsage due to dominant linguistic and
trade affiliations. One leading woman of the townthe 1820s was a Pawnee woman raised
among the French, who treated missionaries and wikiéors with hospitality (Contributed by
Tanis Thorne).

%( (9) Crescent Lake is a former Metis Colony establigmethe
Saskatchewan Department of Social Welfare and Righ#bn in the late 1940s. The govern-
ment moved a number of local Metis “Road Allowanpebple to Crescent Lake, located just
south of Yorkton. The government purchased thisl laom the land allotment of the Little
Bone reserve based on the understanding that thenlrchildren would also attend the Cres-
cent Lake School (which they did). Later, the goweent and the church conspired to move the
Metis people off this land; some to the Lebret atider colonies, in the name of progress.
Crescent Lake was the site of the first Metis Stim&askatchewan, Allery School. Interest-
ingly it was not built and run by the Departmentafucation, but rather it was a project of the
Department of Social Welfare and Rehabilitation.

- *| (%) The Metis community of Cumberland House or
“Waskahiganihk” as it is known in Cree, is locaiadthe Northeastern Saskatchewan River
delta. Originally founded in 1774, by Samuel Heaoh¢he Hudson’s Bay Company, this was
the first inland trading post established by theGdBor many years Cumberland house served
as a major distribution depot and transportatiantreefor the fur trade. After the Metis Resis-
tances of 1870 and 1885, many Metis families megtab Cumberland House from the Red
River Settlement, St. Laurent, Manitoba and fronmtesing settlements on the South Sas-
katchewan River. Here they joined their Metis andidn relations in making a living off the
land by hunting, fishing and trapping and smallles@gricultural pursuits. Unfortunately, the
establishment of the ill-named Squaw Rapids Dancésrenamed the E.B. Campbell Dam) in
1906 for hydroelectric power in 1960, produced aesienvironmental damage and impaired
the communities ability to support themselves. 8¥d, Cumberland House sued the Sas-
katchewan Power Corporation for damages. A settémas reached in 1989, compensation
was granted and the Cumberland House Developmemio€ion was established to adminis-
ter the community development initiatives that thisney funds.

-+0 * 6 1 & &+0 7 (%) This hilly area at the
southern corner on the boundary of SaskatchewarAtbeita was long used as a wintering
area for Metis and first Nations people. Sheltenfrthe elements and an abundance of game
where the main attractions of this area. The hile some 600 meters above the surrounding
prairie. Many Metis relocated here from Manitobteafl870.

5 0 ! See entry under Sault a la Biche, now St. Andrews.

5( + ! Duck Bay is located on the northwest shore of LRkgowinipik
(Winnipegosis). For centuries this location wasak gathering place for Aboriginal people.
The neighbouring marshes provided for spring atichfegratory bird hunts and there was also
a large fall fishery. The salt springs of the anesze also a developed economic asset. In the
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1800s Duck Bay became a wintering area for Metigdrs, fishers and traders. In 1839, Father
Belcourt made his first visit to the community.

1 8 9! 0%. 8
Contributed by Mark Bergen

The British military post at Michilimackinac wasansferred to the United States in 1796 by
mutual agreement, and the forces stationed théreddo St. Joseph Island, where a fort and
blockhouse were erected. From this latter posd, atbsequent period, issued that famous vol-
unteer contingent of one hundred and sixty Canad@mgeurs, accompanied by a few (30)

British regulars with two field pieces, under CaptRoberts, who effected the recapture of

Mackinaw for the British.

This occurred on the 16th of July, 1812, thet fyear of the war. In a subsequent attack by the
Americans to recover the post the Canadian voyaggaitantly assisted in its defense. Macki-
naw was again restored to the United States acwpidi treaty stipulations in 1815, when the
British garrison found refuge on Drummond Island proximity to the former post of St. Jo-
seph. The Canadian voyageurs still preferringotmiv the fortunes of the British flag, with
one or two exceptions, removed with the forces tonbmond Island. On the completion of the
treaty surveys, Drummond Island proved to be intééhBtates territory. Thereupon the British
forces, under Lieut. Carson, commanding a detachofethe 68th Regiment, withdrew to the
naval station at Penetanguishene, which event metan the 4th of November, 1828. (“Ca-
nadian Archives,” 1898, p. 553.)

The voyageurs on the island, some seventy-finglies, soon followed the garrison, moving to

the neighborhood of the new post at Penetanguistiemenajority during the same and follow-

ing years. In the wise provision of a paternal &owment they were granted, in lieu of their
abandoned homes, liberal allotments of lands onbtirelers of Penetanguishene Bay. Here
they settled on twenty-acre and forty-acre lotswhich they became the original owners and
patentees from the Crown in what are known as tvenTand Ordnance Surveys.
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These hardy voyageurs or half-breeds are theeddaats of French-Canadians born principally
in Quebec, many of whom were British soldiers, ame up with the North-West Company,
and who married Indian women, their progeny alsmbeng British soldiers or attaches of the
fur company in various capacities. Their ferventalty to the British Government is simple-
hearted, genuine, unobtrusive and practical. Sofrtbe original voyageurs belonged to the
Voltigeurs and had seen active service. Some therg@roud recipients of medals, still treas-
ured by their descendants, and gained for bravieBlatsburgh and on other historic battle-
fields, and some carried wounds received whileagdly upholding British supremacy. They
were in the front of battle during the stirring see at Mackinaw, St Joseph Island, Sault Ste.
Marie and other sanguinary points during the wat&f2-15. This is a testimony more elo-

guent than words to the loyalty and worth of theemtors of the settlers around Penetanguish-
ene.

ONTARIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Papers and Records

Volume 3, Published in Toronto in 1901
Pages 123-166.

Plague in Penetanguishene:

The Attignawantan ("Bear Nation") of the Huron cexéracy occupied the Penetanguishene
peninsula prior to their dispersal in 1649 by ttegjuois. In 1793 Lieutenant-Governor Sim-
coe chose Penetanguishene as the terminus oftargniloute from Toronto.

Construction of a naval base began in 1814. Britisbps were transferred here in 1828
when Drummond Island was returned to the UnitedeStaWith them came families of
French Canadian voyageurs and Metis. George GorDedjn, Revol and Dr. David
Mitchell were among the first settlers to build hesrat Penetanguishene.

The military and naval establishments stimulatesl tbmmunity's early economic growth;
later, fishing and lumbering became important itdes. In 1882 Penetanguishene was in-
corporated as a town.

Ontario Heritage Foundation, Ministry of Cultufleurism and Recreation

5(%( (9%) After the Metis Resistance of 1869-70, many Matsf Mani-
toba relocated along the South Saskatchewan Riv@uck Lake, St. Louis and Batoche.

5% Buffalo Lake and the Battle River Valley came tormpi-
nence as a Metis gathering places after the greall-pox (a picotte epidemic of 1870. The
Metis fled from locations such as St. Albert, Lac/Ane and Edmonton to escape the disease.
There were four nearby Metis wintering sites: Sal@irossing near Duhamel, Tail Creek near
Boss Hill, Todd’s Crossing near Ponoka, and DriesalvHill. The Buffalo Lake site is located
between Lynn and Buffalo Lakes southeast of Ednmonto

Francois Gabriel Dumont was the founder of what wmabecome the Laboucane Settle-
ment, later known as Duhamel Settlement. This Metisimunity was located at the point
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where the Saddle Lake — Battleford Trail crossesriter. It is on the stretch of the Battle

River between the modern day cities of Wetaskiwid &amrose. Francois was born at Old
Fort Edmonton in 1825, the son of Gabriel Dumonta®d Suzanne Lucier. He married Nancy
Gladu of Slave Lake at Lac Ste. Anne in 1849. FeanGabriel Dumont, Abraham Salois (the

brother-in-law of Francois), George Ward, and JaRietards were the great buffalo hunters
of Alberta. Francois was a leader of the Metis apeg out of the Edmonton area and Boss
Hill and Tail Creek. Francois was the person whwdled to Winnipeg to bring the first priest

back to establish a mission at St. Albert. He &lsmught the first plow, which he used on his
farm at Lac St. Anne.

In the early 1870s Francois moved from Lac St. Alorie Battle River. At the time he was
accompanied by his brother-in-law Abraham Salo &alois’ two sons, Laurent and Gabriel.
The first year after they moved the government appd Francois to be the agent paying out
Treaty money to the Indians. He did this in theadkrown as the Laboucane Settlement, later
known as the Old Duhamel Settlement.

111 6#! #! 7

In the summer of 1795, Angus Shaw of the North V@@snhpany constructed Fort Augustus
near the present-day city of Fort Saskatchewarhermbrth Saskatchewan River. The next au-
tumn, the Hudson’s Bay Company constructed EdmoHtmmse near Fort Augustus, where the
Sturgeon River meets the North Saskatchewan Rivesas named fort Edmonton by William
Tomison, the HBC Inland Master. He headquarteredetiuntil 1899, when he left for Europe
after being stabbed in the leg by a Native man.

Fort Edmonton was also called Fort-des-Prairieshgy Metis andAmiskwaskaheganor
“Beaver Hills House” by the Cree Indians during fi8¢h century. It was the end point of the
Carlton Tralil, the main overland route for Metigighters between the Red River Settlement
and the west and an important stop on the Yorkdraaixpress route from London between
Hudson Bay and Fort Vancouver. At any given tims tort had between 60 and 80 Metis em-
ployees who lived nearby with their families. Tooplement the provisions supplied by the
Metis bison hunters the Metis also operated a fisfar the fort to the west at Lac Ste. Anne.
The fort was also a centre for the manufactureakYoats.

In 1801, both forts were moved upstream to thenitigiof present day downtown Edmonton
because of a lack of firewood. This area had begatlzering place for Aboriginal people in the
region for thousands of years. Chief Factor Johwaal first worked at Fort Augustus from
1804 to 1806; he was stationed there again fron8 D8@vard, then after amalgamation was at
Fort Edmonton from 1823 to 1854.

Due to floods in the late 1820s, the Fort on thedfale flats had to be moved to higher
ground. This fifth and final fort was built on tls#te that now houses the Alberta Legislature
building.

#$- (% P, (%) This village, 16
km. south of Batoche was founded by the Tourondlyathwas the scene of Gabriel Dumont’s

first military encounter with Middleton’s troops #885.

#! N % ! Originally called Fond du Lac, this Metis
community was established in 1824 on the shorésaké Manitoba. Many Metis moved there
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after it was found that Pembina was actually in theted States. By 1850, twelve families
were established at St. Laurent, including the Lamsh Chartrands, Lavallees, Pangmans and
Ducharmes. More Metis moved there after the Resistaf 1869-70. St. Laurent was origi-
nally a fishing, trapping and trading community wémall-scale farming. The Metis traded up
to the Camperville area on Lake Winnipegosis andldv@o as far the Summerberry Marsh
near The Pas to catch muskrats in the spring. Ad®o@Gatholic mission was established here in
1862. The community was renamed by Father Camper &ff. Lawrence, a Christian martyr.

St. Laurent History: By Audreen Hourie. St. Lanirés located on the south-eastern curve of
Lake Manitoba, forty-seven miles northwest of Wped. The population of St. Laurent is ap-
proximately 1,100, about three-quarters of whomMegis. In 1824, a group of Metis, forced
to leave Pembina as it had become American teyyisettled at what is now St. Laurent. Other
Metis families driven out (of Winnipeg) by the RBdver flood of 1826 also chose to settle in
this area. By 1850, twelve Metis families residadthe vicinity; among them were Charles
Lambert, Norbert Larance from North Dakota, a Qlaad from Duck Bay, and the Lavallées
and the Ducharmes. Many Metis settlers were a#tdatty the abundance of fish and the
wooded land nearby that abounded in game and vuid f

In 1826, a priest from St. Boniface, Father Destr@isons, went to the settlement to
celebrate Christmas. St. Laurent had no resideestprout St. Francois Xavier, thirty miles
south had a resident priest since 1823, so it wasiple for the St. Laurent people to go to that
church. In 1861, St. Laurent received a residem@sprFather Simonet, who became the first
pastor. The first church or chapel was a smalktirabvered structure which served as a church
and rectory. There was already a small cemetetygénerally the dead were taken to St. Fran-
¢ois Xavier for burial. In 1895, a new church wadttand the following year a convent for the
Sisters from the Order of the Franciscan Missi@saof Mary who were to arrive in 1897. Tra-
ditionally the Metis of St. Laurent have been vegligiously oriented. Although the commu-
nity is Roman Catholic, a few families attend theaigelical Mennonite church. On May 30,
1961, a thunderbolt struck the old Catholic chumol in six hours it was reduced to ashes, all
that was left were four stone walls. By 1964, a m&wrch was built on the same site.

As early as 1862, Father Simonet had begun a stiadlol, but the first real school was
opened in 1870 by Brother Mulvihill who came to Saurent from Ireland to join Father
Camper who had arrived from France, and Father s@tndhe vicar. The school operated un-
der Brother Mulvihill’s direction until the arrivadf six nuns in 1897, who were to take charge
of the school. This school served until 1902 wheatler building was erected to serve as a
school and convent for the nuns. In 1907 or 190&rge school was built and attached to the
existing building, which was given over entirelyttee nuns. This building served its purpose
for 62 years.

In 1902, Father Peron became Past&t.dfaurent. On a trip to France he brought back
several Breton families. In 1907, a Mr. Francoisv€a returned to Britanny to bring out his
wife and five sons. Family names such as Leostyédlhd_egoff, Combot, Calvez and Ollivier
were added to the village. Prior to 1902, St. Latimeas populated by Metis and some Indian
families. The spoken languages were Michif Frenold &aulteaux. Upon the arrival of the
“Bretons”, the French language was introduced aedtty affected the community. St. Laurent
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continues to maintain its Metis identity and FrerMdichif survived the pressures from the
church, the nuns, and the “Bretons” who attemptedeplace Michif French with the new
French language. The Saulteaux language did noitveuasis few people now speak it.

#oo - (%) This fort was built by the Fort Frontenac (Kingst@n-
tario) - born French fur trader, Louis de la Cofatso known as Chevalier de la Corne) in
1753. This trading post at the Forks of the Noril &outh Saskatchewan Rivers was the first
European post west of The Pas. It was also the glexce in Saskatchewan that grain was
grown: la Corne and his men seeded a few acresdfdurrounding the post.

#! ! (1793 - 1801, 1822 - 1860) Fort Alexander was boyltthe
Hudson's Bay Co. on the Winnipeg River to counter North West Co.'s Fort Bas-de-la-
Riviere that was nearby. It was originally locatgativer at and known as Pointe au Foutre
House (on the north bank). It was palisaded foewnlst in 1796 and relocated downstream in
1798 closer to the NWC post.

During the fur trade era, La Vérendrye built a ingdoost, named Fort Maurepas, on the north
side of the Winnipeg River; this post was abandameat the end of the French period. In the
year 1792, a clerk for the North West Company, $aird Lesieur, built a post on the south

side, which became an important provisioning postlie canoe brigades. Bags of pemmican,
brought from the North West Company's posts onughiger Assiniboine, were stored here and
taken as needed by the canoe brigades passingdme@®vand Portage (later, Fort William) and

the far northwest. This post was usually refereedd Fort Bas de la Riviere, because of its lo-
cation at the bottom of Winnipeg River, and it seaim have functioned as the capital of the
NW Company's Lake Winnipeg district. The Hudson&y BCompany operated its own post

here for a few years between 1795 and 1801. In,1iB@/North West Company partner Alex-

ander Mackay rebuilt the post on a nearby siteirBggg in 1808, the new post was known as
Fort Alexander. After the Northwest and Hudson'y Bampanies merged in 1821, Fort Alex-

ander was operated as a trading post for the Naitivihe region.

#! 5 0% La Vérendrye’s records on May 12, 1742, the esthbient of Fort Dauphin,
which was founded in the autumn of 1741 at the Wit of the mouth of the Mossey River.
This site is in the present day town of Winnipegdtiittle Muddy Water,” Manitoba. The
founder of this fort was La Vérendrye’s son, Ch@ralThe latter also founded about the same
time, Fort Bourbon at the mouth of the PasquiakK&abkewan River). Later this Fort Bourbon
was removed to the west side of Cedar Lake.

This post was attacked by Indians in 1743 and tebuia site further upriver. It was abandoned
by the French about 1758 A second Fort Dauphinbwidsin 1767 on the north shore of Lake

Dauphin, so both the fort and the lake had the saanee. Alexander Henry joined the North
West Company (NWCo.) in 1791, trading at both thkitdmud River and Fort Dauphin. He

then went to Pembina in 1801.

Peter Fidler, Hudson’s Bay Company fur-tradeplerer and cartographer died at Fort Dau-
phin on December 17, 1822.
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In 1886, the first general store and post officeth® region was established at “Dogtown,” so
named for the pack and sled dogs which were thenhek of First Nations and Métis settle-
ments. By 1893, Dogtown had so many immigrants femastern Canada that the old Métis
community had become distinctly British-Canadian.

#! " 6" .* O 7 Robert Grant a partner
of the North West Company built this post in 178lwas located on the Upper Assiniboine
River on the left bank near where the Riviere Triamte enters the Assiniboine. In 1793,
Cuthbert Grant Sr. took over the post when he viasep in charge of that district. It was his
favourite residence. It was both a source of fung @ provisioning post for the brigades travel-
ing to Athabasca country. Grant departed in 173&bse of the intense competition from 14
posts in the region. The ruins of the fort are tedaat the bottom of the Assiniboine Valley
about 500 yards east of the Assiniboine just altbegoint where Riviere Tremblante enters. It
is close to the present day Saskatchewan villagegb, and nine miles south of Kamsack.

# 5 ; Fort Desjarlais was built in 1836 by Joseph DesajarlJoseph “Mitche Cote”
Desjarlais was born in 1806 in Lac la Biche. Joskath met and married LalLouise Josephte
Richard in 1834 in Baie St. Paul. She had beem#ughter of Joseph Richard and her mother
had been named Isabelle (Chippewa). Joseph haedstdwe fur-trading store on the Souris
River in 1836, providing the much sought after Pecaim for many travelers. He had also
stocked his trading post with whiskey. The Indidwasl known Joseph by the name of “Misi-
gade”. It had been Joseph (1806) that had built Besjarlais, when he had enclosed his trad-
ing store within an Oak Palisade on the Souris Rnear present day Lauder. Joseph had en-
closed his fur trading store because of the maaglet by the aggressive Sioux.

Fort Desjarlais was located on the Souris Rigethe north-west of present day Lauder, Mani-
toba (Section 31, Township 5, Range 24). It waatled about five miles from Fort Mr. Grant.
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Joseph was the son of Jean Baptiste Desjabais 1787 at St. Paul des Saulteaux (Saulteaux
Village) and Lizette Charlotte Cardinal and was frandson of Joseph Desjarlais Sr. from
Contrecoeur, Quebec (b. 1784)nd his Chippewa/Metis wife Okimaskwew. They neatrin
1785 in Manitoba. The Desjarlais family establisloe@ post on the Souris River, near Lauder,
and another small post on the Souris near presgnMinot, North Dakota. The northern post
was operated by Joseph and Antoine (b. 17@®&h their brother Marcel (b. 1803)brother

* Baptiste 'Nishecabo' Desjarlais was born ca 1B8ptiste 'Nishecabo' died in Little Fork, Qu'Appellakes,
NWT, in winter 1871; he was 84. In 1815 when Baptidlishecabo' was 28, he first married Charlotiizette"
Cardinal, in Baie St. Paul, Red River Settlement.

®> Joseph died in Swan River, Manitoba, on 22 OcB18@ was 79. Joseph also had a son called Josep@q1).
On 4 Nov 1844 Joseph married Josephte Cardinaklahghter of Joseph "Matchi-Pa-Koos" Cardinal andise
"Maskekostkoesk" Frobisher, in Lac La Biche.

® Antoine died in Mar 1870. Antoine first married Zmne "Catherine" Allary born ca 1787. Suzanne h&ate"
died in Lebret, Saskatchewan, on 17 Jan 1878; st&e94. Jean-Baptiste Desjarlais, Antoine’s son, whe with
his Uncle Joseph at the post, married CuthberttGrdaughter Julie.

" Marcel "Gwiwisens" married Brigitte Cardinal.

27



Baptisté and sons-in-law Charles DeMontigny, Eusebe Ledand Simon Blondeau. The
elder Joseph may have been a fur trader; licermes783 included one for a Joseph “Desjer-
lais.”

Chippewa names have survived for two of the Demmgons. Marcel was called “Quewezas”
and Joseph ‘Mitche Cote,” or “Hairy Legs.” Antoifesjarlais, the middle son, entered the
service of the Hudson’s Bay Company. He operatpdsa in the Turtle Mountains as an inter-
preter from 1848 to 1855.

Joseph Desjarlais Jr. chose a site in the Laudet kals for his trading post. The site was
about thirty feet above the level of the Sourisjchtran past the south wall. Within the stock-
ade—perhaps as large as one hundred fifty feetrsgtthere stood one long log building and
several smaller ones.

Fort Desjarlais, as it came to be known, was sedvibore by Red River carts than by canoes.
The Yellow Quill Trail, running from a point twentyiles from Fort Garry up the Assiniboine
and Souris Rivers, served both Forth Cuthbert Gaawt Fort Desjarlais before splitting into
independent branches serving North Dakota and tinkeTMountains. In addition to this, there
was the Hudson'’s Bay Trail that ran north through gand hills from Fort Desjarlais.

Peter Garrioch, who operated a post on the Souver Routh of the American border briefly in
the 1840s, passed through Fort Cuthbert Grantrinalg 1846. He recorded in his journal that
“Mr. Grant had seized the goods and furs of sevefrghe traders.” One that he called “Que-
wezas"—the Indian name for Marcel Desjarlais, Joseprother—was foremost on the list.
Since Garrioch did not mention him, it is likelyathJoseph was not in the post at the time. Gar-
rioch also noted that the magistrates had “the gmose to refuse to have anything to do with
this business.”

It is possible that Grant’'s 1846 action againstt Haesjarlais was in response to Governor
Christie’s 1844 crackdown on independent tradelsisGe had forbidden the import of goods
in Company ships by settlers who would not sigreelatation that they did not deal in furs;
and, in addition, ordered that the sender’'s namerled on each envelope sent so that the
mail of anyone suspected of illicit trading coulel $eized.

Antoine’s son-in-law, Charles Demontigny, was asahe fort. One would assume from Gar-
rioch’s comment that the third Desjarlais brothdgrcel, was also there periodically. Father
Picton, in his papers in the St. Boniface Histdrigaciety, notes that Antoine and Marcel were
in the Turtle Mountains in the 1850s. Either Denngmy¢ or Marcel could have controlled the
operation when Joseph was absent.

References:
Bruce Wishart, “Fort Desjarlais”, 2010, first pudtied in theSouris Valley EchaJune 29, 1987
and July 6, 1987.

8Baptiste 'Nishecabo' Desjarlais was born ca 1787mLa Biche, NWT. Baptiste 'Nishecabo' died ittlei Fork,
Qu'Appelle Lakes, NWT, in winter 1871; he was 84.1B15 when Baptiste 'Nishecabo' was 28, he fistried
Charlotte "Lizette" Cardinal, in Baie St. Paul, Reider Settlement.
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#0111 6#! 7 Fort des Prairies or Fort Layusse as the Metis
called it was the original name of this post whiewas a North West Company fur post. It was
transferred to the HBC after the 1821 amalgamadiwh is now the site of the city of Edmon-
ton. The present day University of Edmonton groumdginally belonged to the famous Metis
nationalist, Lawrence Garnealdort Edmonton like Fort Carlton, moved twice beféireling
its long-term home. The Hudson's Bay Company pbstoot Augustus and the North West
Company post of Fort Edmonton relocated severagitvetween 1795 and the 1820's, before
settling on a ridge above the North SaskatchewaerRThe positioning of the upriver North
Saskatchewan fort was intended to be the most vegteint that fur brigades from the east
could reach before the winter freeze-up; Acton Ho@spost constructed earlier further up the
river, had proved to be too far. It also becamaguncultural centre that produced potatoes and
barley, raised horses, and produced pemmican drel bison products, including the English
delicacy of pickled buffalo tongues. The Fort atexame a major supplier of York boats: the
fur traders' essential cargo craft rarely lastadnfiore than 3 trips on the long rivers, and the
never-ending need for new boats kept a crew of dacaboat-builders busy at the Fort year-
round. Throughout the 1800's, the Hudson's Bay @myip trading post remained the centre of
trading activity on the North Saskatchewan, evayvinto a public retail operation with the
waning of the fur trade in the 1870's. When theefl®d Legislature was constructed near the
Fort in 1915, Fort Edmonton was dismantled.

# 1 ! This fort was established on the Qu’Appelle Rivestuieam from the
fork with the Assiniboine in 1794. In 1817 it wabuilt on the south bank of the Assiniboine at
Beaver Creek. In 1862 a new post was construcgtubd distance from the original fort and in
1873 it replaced Fort Pelly as the headquartershirSwan River District. It closed in 1892.
Many famous Metis traders were in charge of thistpoamely, John Richard McKay, James
McKay and William McKay Sr.

#o Fort Gibralter was built the Forks of the Assinitiand Red Rivers near the
previous location of Fort Rouge. It was built bytkkhert Grant’s brother-in-law John Wills.
Fort Rouge was built in 1738, at the south poirthefpresent site of the Forks of the Assinibo-
ine and Red Rivers, by Pierre Gaultier de Varemtete la Vérendrye’s and was used as a trad-
ing post for the local Aboriginals. The fort mayvkaoperated for only one season, and by
1809, Fort Gibraltar was built across the rivemirthis site, on the north side, by the North
West Company.

The sites of the two forts Gibraltar (I: 18010; 1816) and the first Fort Garry (1822)
have been identified adjacent to the present dagrigtation, while the site of Fort Rouge is
believed to be on South Point, immediately soutlbscthe Assiniboine River. From this loca-
tion guns on the top of the walls could controfftcaon both the Red and Assiniboine rivers.

John Wills was active in the fur trade Mafore 1798. He was a wintering partner of the
X.Y. Company. He became a partner of the North Wxshpany in 1804 when it amalga-
mated with the X.Y. Company. In 1810 he startedddwstruction of Fort Gibraltar. Jean Bap-
tiste Roi was one of the men employed to constiheetfort. At the time he was living across
the river. He noted that the fort was built abafieén paces from the shoreof the river. Wills
remained in charge of the North West Company’s Regr Department until he was relieved
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of his duties as a result of ill health, in 1814r. MVills married Cuthbert Grant's sister, Jo-
sephte. He died at Fort Gibraltar on Friday, Jan6arl815. On August 30, 1812 the first of
several contingents of Selkirk settlers led by @apMiles Macdonell arrived to establish a
colony. Although Wills was initially regarded byettSelkirk settlers as supportive, he resisted
Miles Macdonell’'s Pemmican Proclamation, regardirgs an “indignity”. Macdonell also or-
dered all NWC agents to leave the territory. Inelwh 1814 Macdonell sent sheriff John
Spencer, trader Joseph Howse and three men up dbi@ifoine River and they seized the
NWC pemmican being stored at Fort la Souris (34 wingoods in total). They carried most of
this across the river to HBC fort Brandon the itbsty shipped to fort Douglas, a mile below
Fort Gibralter. Duncan Cameron retaliated by amgsioseph Howse preparatory to sending
him for trial at Montreal.

In April of 1815 Cameron lured a numberseftlers with promises of transportation to Up-
per Canada and free land. They left the colony rmoged to Fort Gibralter taking the field
guns of Fort Douglas with them. Upon return fromisat to Fort Daer, Macdonell was arrested
and sent to fort William. Later the rest of thetlees were ousted and left for Norway House on
Jack River. Later, in August Colin Robertson retainvith these settlers who were then joined
by a party of 180 new settlers along with the nesv&nor, Robert Semple.

On March 17, 1816, Fort Gibraltar was oaegd and destroyed by HBC employee Colin
Robertson, a former NWC employee who became aladdbe colony. This then culminated
in the Battle of Seven Oaks on June 19, 1816 wieenp® attacked Cuthbert Grant’s party try-
ing to bypass Fort Douglas with pemmican for thgdudes from Fort William who were fur-
ther down the Red River.

Later, the 1816 capture of Fort Douglas wasd illegal by British authorities and the
North West Company was given permission to rebihiédfort in 1817.Before eventually amal-
gamating with the Hudson's Bay Company, North W&stpany had 97 trading posts com-
pared to the 84 in Manitoba that flew the Huds&alg Company standard.

On March 26, 1821, The North West Compaag wmerged with its rival under the name of
the Hudson's Bay Company. The site of the fort desgnated a National historic Site in 1924.

- 1822 Fort Gibraltar's name is changed to Fort Garry
1835 Fort Garry is abandoned but its warehousestifirased.
1852 Fort Garry is destroyed by the Red River flood
1978 Fort Gibraltar is rebuilt across the Red RateWhittier Park by Festival du Voya-
geur.

#'1 $ -! Fort George was established in 1807 when SimonreFras
built a small outpost there. A large fur trade Mdetettlement was established at the junction of
the Nechako and Fraser Rivers. This North West Gomygettlement grew to become the log-
ging city of Prince George.

#1110 This post was originally established by the NWCn.the east
bank of the Mackenzie River in 1805. It is the sldeir trade post on the lower Mackenzie.

#! N ! ! La Verendrye and his sons estab-
lished this fort in 1738. It was on the edge of gdPlain, a site of buffalo and deer hunting.
This was also the starting location for the portagen the Assiniboine River to Lac des Prai-
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ries (now Lake Manitoba). Fur traders would use fhortage for their journey up the lake to

the Dauphin River and Fort Dauphin. The locatiortlmnriver was also the site of a good stur-
geon fishery. The Metis community of High Bluff wastablished nearby. Portage was the
home of Metis Chief Peichito Tanner. He and hisssgperated 250 Red River carts between St.
Paul, Minnesota and Edmonton.

#! " 6" . * 0 17 Robert Grant a part-
ner of the North West Company built this post i®1.7It was located on the Upper Assiniboine
River on the left bank near where the Riviere Triamte enters the Assiniboine. In 1793,
Cuthbert Grant Sr. took over the post when he iasep in charge of that district. It was his
favourite residence. It was both a source of fung @ provisioning post for the brigades travel-
ing to Athabasca country. Grant departed in 173&bse of the intense competition from 14
posts in the region. The ruins of the fort are tedaat the bottom of the Assiniboine Valley
about 500 yards east of the Assiniboine just altbegoint where Riviere Tremblante enters. It
is close to the present day Saskatchewan villagegb, and nine miles south of Kamsack.

# % + $-! This former Hudson’s Bay post was originally bk a
fish trading center and a large scale farming dpmaraThe first post was erected in 1827. In
later years, many retired HBC employees moved adtos Fraser River to the Maple Ridge
and Haney areas. Fort Langley was established erFtaser River by Chief Trader James
McMillan in 1827. He was assisted by his clerksirfeois Annance (Metis)Donald Mansot?
and George Barnstoh In 1828 it was taken over by Chief Trader ArciblicDonald when
McMillan left with Simpson of furlough. It was noiseful for agriculture but had an excellent
salmon fishery. The HBC also began an export luntagle from Fort Langley

° Francois' great grandparents were New Englandecswete captured by the Abenaki as children and grpw
among them, marrying as young adults. His fatResncis Annance, was one of a group of four boys,vels a
result of Protestant missionary activity, were senschool in New Hampshire. Francis Noel attendlier's In-
dian Charity School as a young adult. He was én@olumbia District in 1820 as an employee of thogth West
Company and was retained by the Hudson's Bay Coynplle returned to the Abenaki village of St. Fiania
1845. James McMillan felt that either Frangois Amreor Donald Manson could have taken charge df [Faonrg-
ley, and he found Francois "as usual very useMiMjillan 1827b:17) but George Simpson chose to éeAvchi-
bald McDonald in that position.

9 Donald Manson (born 1798), fur trader, was borfitiarso, Caithness, Scotland, in 1798; and entéredérvice
of the H.B.C. in 1817. He was employed at firstia English River district and on the South Sasiat@n; but in
1827 he was transferred to the Columbia distriud, lae remained on the western side of the Rockyritédnis until
his retirement in 1858. He was promoted to the mnghief trader in 1837, and from 1844-57 he washarge of
the New Caledonia district, with headquarters aaBtLake. The date of his death has not beentasoed.

! George Barnston was educated as a surveyor amdexrgineer; he joined the North West Company aapan
prentice clerk in 1820. He was taken into the Hads®8ay Company following the union of the two caanges in
1821, and served as a clerk at York Factory (Mdre)was described as having an excellent educati@hshowed
great promise. During the 1825-26 season he wRea@tRiver and Fort Bas de la Riviere (Man.), and826 he
was transferred to the Columbia District to helm@on survey the Pacific coast. Finding Simpsomeompetent
surveyor, he was obliged to conduct most of thekwndmself. He then helped James McMillan estabfisht Lang-
ley (near present day Fort Langley, B.C.) in 1827 served there and at forts Vancouver (VancoWesh.) and
Nez Percés (Walla Walla, Wash.).
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Due to circumstances resulting from an agreemettt the Russian American (Fur) Company
more emphasis was placed on the farming operatidritze Fort was rebuilt 4 kilometers up-
stream (east) in 1839. Shortly thereafter it burdean and was rebuilt again in 1840.

Activity in Fort Langley reach its peak with the l@drush of 1858. For all intents and pur-
poses all prospectors would depart from Fort Langle their trek to find fortune. To deal with
the potential social and political upheavals causgethis great influx of American adventurers
the British Parliament decided to provide for awamocolony on the Pacific Mainland with
James Douglas as the first Governor of British @udia. Fort Langley was the location of this
proclamation on November 19, 1858.

# %! $-! This was the first fur trade post set up in easBxtish
Columbia. When the Yellowhead Pass was found thrdbhg Rocky Mountains this post was
closed.

#o$ ! This post, located on the east bank of the PeetrRixas a Dene
and Metis settlement since 1852.

# 3 This was a historic Metis community populated by Wetis children

of the early fur traders and Coureurs de Bois witermarried with First Nations women who
lived in the area or who came there to trade.

Michilimackinac (Great Turtle in Algonquin) refets the entire strait area where Lake Huron
and Lake Michigan meet, including the island; muiginally, it meant in particular present-day
Saint Ignace, Michigan, in the Upper Peninsula s€tbe strait from Mackinaw City. The origi-
nal French fort and Jesuit mission were there fedraut 1671, although there was no French
commandant after Lamothe Cadillac left in 1697thes post was ordered closed in 1696. The
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Jesuits (and several Coureurs de Bois) remained theil the Jesuits burned their residence and
church in 1705. The Coureurs de Bois never reddbndoned the place, nor did the governor of
New France. The Jesuits were ordered to returr7@6 Jand built a smaller fort/residence, but
they soon accompanied the Ottawas (Odawas) toother Ipeninsula at present-day Mackinaw
City to locate better fields for planting, as thbey site had been exhausted. A French comman-
dant was again approved about 1714 but did noteatmtil some years later because of the Fox
wars. Cadillac named the fort Fort Buade in 163y dhe then-governor, Louis Buade de Fron-
tenac, but that name does not often appear indbendents.

To halt the English intrusion into the fur traderitery north and west of the Great Lakes gover-
nor Denonville ordered La Durantaye to build a famtthe north shore of the strategic Straits of
Mackinac (where modern day St. Ignace is located)686.

When the liquor trade at this location got out ahtl Louis XVI cancelled the trading licenses in
1698. All the Coureurs de Bois and traders werered to return to their St. Lawrence River
communities. The Governor of the Fort, LeMothe @adj thus headed south in 1701 and sub-
sequently built Fort Detroit, commanding the wataute between the upper and lower Great
Lakes.

Because the Indians refused to travel east to tf@depolicy was abandoned in 1715 and Fort
Michilimackinac was re-established on the southreshad the straits to the west of present day
Mackinac City. It stayed here for the next sixtyefiyears. It became the storehouse and hub for
the western fur trade to the Mississippi and Sasieatan Rivers.

Quebec and Montreal fell to the British in 1759 aldthe French posts were forfeited to the
British. Captain Beaujeu left Fort Michilimackin&ear the French settlements. Second in com-
mand, Charles de Langlade remained to surrenddothi® Captain Henry Balfour in 1861.

After the French defeat the Indians fought on urtdercommand of Ottawa Chief Pontiac and
they captured most of the British posts in the Madtv In 1863 they took Forts Presque Isle,
Sandusky, St. Joseph, Miami, Le Boeuf, OuitanonFaort Michilimackinac.

In 1764, the British returned to Fort Michilimackimand restored the buildings. Trader John
Askin made the fort his headquarters. He outfitiddrge number of traders and voyageurs to
trade to the west. Major Patrick Sinclair arrivedake command in 1779. He felt that the loca-
tion was indefensible and moved the fort to nedvlagkinac Island. This was completed in
1781, and the name changed to Fort Mackinac.

As noted above, before 1763, the French used Faftildhackinac on the mainland south shore
of the Straits of Mackinac to control the area.eAfthe Treaty of Paris (1763), the British occu-
pied the French fort but considered the woodercsira too difficult to defend. In 1780/1781, its
lieutenant governor Patrick Sinclair constructedesv limestone fort on the 150-foot limestone
bluffs of Mackinac Island above the Straits of Miaekc. The British held the outpost throughout
the war. After the Treaty of Paris, the British diok relinquish the fort to the United States until
1796.
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The British aided by Metis and First Nations salslieaptured the fort at the outbreak of the War
of 1812. It was then relinquished by the Britishtie Americans in the Treaty of Ghent and the
Americans reoccupied Fort Mackinac in July 1815.

The fort evolved into an important staging areaebgploration of the northern Michigan, includ-
ing the expedition in 1832 under the command of iseBass to explore the headwaters of the
Mississippi River. Henry Schoolcraft held the potndian agent at Fort Mackinac for a time in
the 1830s and conducted pioneering studies of #div&llanguages and culture of the region.

During the Mexican-American War and for long pesaturing the Civil War, the Army left the
care and upkeep of Fort Mackinac to an ordnanageaet. Despite these periods of relative in-
activity, the fort did manage to play a small roleehe American Civil War, briefly acting as a
prison for three Confederate political prisoners.

#o1 o] This fort was built by the North West Company ir0Q71t was
located on the Upper Assiniboine River close tolh#alo wintering grounds. In the history
books and journals of the explorers, the fort hasnbgiven many names: Moose Head Fort,
Riviere Fort de la Bosse, Mont a la Bosse, Riveug Bois Fort. However, the name com-
monly known for many years has been Fort La BdSse. to competition it was closed after a
few years, then reopened in 1794 by John MacDom&k. fort is located on the bank of the
Assiniboine River three and one half miles eagireent day Virden, Manitoba. The fort oper-
ated from 1790 to 1805.

Daniel Harmon, in his journal entry of October 2804 says:
October 28, Friday - 1804 - Agreeable to Mr. Chaboillez'siinstions on the 6th Inst. in

company with Mr. La Roque & an Indian who servedzsde, left this place a Horse
back to go to Montagne a la Basse, our course beagy South over a Plain Country
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and on the 9th we reached Riviere Qui Appelle (Pp&le River) where the North West
& X.Y. Coys. have each a fort and where we passedrght with Monsr. Poitras who
has charge of the Post, and the next morning wenc@d our march, always in beautiful
Plains till the eleventh in the afternoon when wevad at Montagne a la Basse where
we found Messrs. C. Chaboillez & Charles McKenzie &c. This is a well built Fort
and beautifully situated on a very high bank of Rex River (the Assiniboine River is
meant), and the Country all around a level Plaut,ds the Fort stands on a much more
elevated place than the Country on the opposite gidhe River we can from the Fort
Gate (as | am informed) at almost all seasonsef#ar see Buffaloe Grazing or Deer &
Cabri bounding across the Plains. All of which aatniail to render this a very pleasant
situation. And here | passed eight Days in the comgpof the above mentioned Gentle-
men, and had not a little satisfaction in theirva@nsation. At times all of us would mount
our Horses to take a ride out into the Plain, aeduently try the speed of our Beasts.
However on the 191 left that enchanted abode, accompanied by Me&sraboillez &
McKenzie &c. & the Day following arrived at Riviewgui Appelle, where we found our
people waiting our arrival and as the Canoes gduntber up the River, owing to the
shallow water this Season, the Goods intended fexakdria will be taken there on
Horses backs. We therefore gave out such thinggeathought necessary and sent the
People off and the Day following Mr. Chaboillez &eturned home and | accompanied
by Mr. McKenzie, and a Mr. Allen McDonell (my X.Weighbor) set off for this place
where we arrived this afternoon, after making agdat jaunt of twenty one Days. Here |
have to pass the Winter with me, Mr. Goedike twierpreters, twenty labouring Men
fifteen Women & as many children.

On April 10, 1805, Harmon reports:

April 10, Wednesday - 1805 - On the"™2dlt. | accompanied by one Man a Horse back
sat off for Montagne a la Basse, and when we weneed there we were not a little sur-
prised to find the Gates shut and about eighty ksdyf Crees & Assiniboins encamped
about the Fort, who threatened to massacre alMhiee People who were in it, and those
blood thirsty Savages had the boldness to throusBader the Palisades & tell our Peo-
ple to gather them up, as they might probably vilaetn a few Days hence. | after having
past several Days there sat off to return homeabutgot out of the Fort Gate, three ras-
cally Indians stepped up towards me, one of whauh hald of my Horses Bridle and
stopped my Horse, in saying that he belonged todnohadded that he would take him
from me. However | told him that he had sold thego Mr. Chaboillez, and he had
given him to me, therefore he must go and spedkabGentleman about the Horse as |
had nothing to do with him, but the rascal would leb go of the Bridle, and when | saw
that, | gave a pretty good blow with the butt efidny whip on his knuckles and then an-
other to my Horse, which made him spring forwarde@ve the Indian behind, & so |
continued my route. But the villain with one of lksismpanions followed us nearly half of
the Day, but after that we saw them no more. Onretyrn | remained four Days at
Riviere qui Appelle where | passed my time veryeagbly in the company of Messrs.
John McDonald & Thomas McMurray (both for the X. ompany) and Andrew Poitras

- but in leaving that place | had the River to stand at that late Season the ice was bad,
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so much so that my Horse with me upon him fell tigto twice, and the last time | was
very nigh going under the Ice, but kind Providespared me once more.

#! ' Fort Mr. Grant was built by Cuthbert Grant aftez tHudson’s Bay Company
closed Brandon House in 1824. It was located orStheis River about two miles south of
present day Hartney, Manitoba (Section 7, Townshigange 23).

In 1828 the HBC put Grant on salary and gave hientihe, Warden of the Plains. Grant then
spent the winter of 1828-29 at Fort Grant. Gover@eorge Simpson then supplied Cuthbert
Grant and Louis Guiboche with an outfit to tradenfr Turtle Mountain to Qu’Appelle and to
compete with the illicit traders on the Souris.

In reporting this action to London three yearsrlaBmpson wrote: “...as they have a number
of Indian and half-breed relations and are intilyaéequainted and connected with all the dif-
ferent tribes in that quarter and are not diretlthe service of the Honourable Company they
have it more in their power to harass our oppontras we could with a formidable establish-
ment.”

At one point, American traders threatened to dgdbat Mr. Grant, claiming it was on Ameri-
can soil. The HBC sent George Taylor, a surveyoplace the 49th parallel, and it was found
that Grant’s fort was a full 33 miles (53 kms) moof the border. This gave Grant the authority
to seize persons and their property not authorieetlade outside the United States. In 1824
Grant also had trouble with some Assiniboine whedkened to destroy his fort. He was able
to defuse the situation, so that trading could mesu

Cuthbert Grant died in 1854 after falling off a &®r The next year Fort Mr. Grant became a
wintering post only, operating under the manageroéhis descendants and other relatives. By
this time business was greatly reduced, consistiriyiffalo robes, wolf skins and a few musk-
rats. After 1861 there is no further mention of it in HBC records.
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#! ! $ - The Metis built this North West Company post in 880
Although the local Indians burnt the fort for timéspersisted. Today it is home to the prov-
ince’s largest group of Metis people.

#o2 + ! $ ! In May of 1833, Archibald McDonald, the
founder of Fort Nisqually wrote: “While on a tradirexpedition down the Sound last Spring
with 8 or 9 men, | applied 12 days of our timehe erecting of a store-house 15 by 20...This is
all the semblance of a settlement there is atrttument: But little as it is, it possesses an ad-
vantage over all the other settlements we have roadbe coast.” In1840 Governor Simpson
decided to bring in Metis settlers from Red Riverhold this territory for the HBC. At age 35,
James Sinclair was hired to lead an emigratiorypgarthe Columbia River area where they set-
tled on the Nisqually and later the Cowlitz RiveiBC Governor George Simpson promoted
this migration in the hope that it would help tointain the land north of the Columbia River
as HBC and British territory.

#oo+ - B! (%) Fort Pelly was the headquarters of the
Swan Valley area. This fort took its name from $hn Pelly, a governor of the company.
Swan River House was close enough to large rivedslakes that it could be easily accessed
and could easily transport produce out also, thiadit was a large loading depot for goods or
"pieces" (furs, country produce). An 1864 brigadereported getting stuck at Thunderhill
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Creek due to exhaustion of the oxen. Harmon comgplaven after all the building of forts and
creating of gardens and such, that “we waste 9fblictime” as “leisure time.”

This trading post was built in 1824 at the elbowtleé Assiniboine River. The Fur Trade
stimulated other industries as well. Harmon andh#rald N. McLeod, as early as 1800,
spoke of salt and sugar being made and shippethé torts. In "Resolution 33, from min-
utes of Temporaty Council York Factory”, dated Jaly1824 regarding Fort Pelly states
"That 3 boats containing 150 pieces and manned®kydn constitute the current outfit; that
Mr. McDonnel be directed to build 4 new boats offR7eel and than any of his indebted
freeman by employed to furnish about 20 kegs dfasad as much sugar as they can supply.”
Peter Fidler, in 1820, reports that the nativesewaaking sugar. It took three gallons of sap
to make 3/4 Ibs. of sugar.

#! Fort Pitt was built by Patrick small in 1829-30.€jhtraded in pemmican, buffalo
hides and other provisions. During the 1880's Pdttwas a major fur trade and supply post for
the Hudson Bay Company. The fur traders in chafgtnie fort include Henry fisher, John
Rowand Jr. James Simpson, Richard Hardisty JrljaiilMcKay Sr., Angus McKay and Wil-
liam McKay Jr. The fort was the site for the signof Treaty 6 in 1876 and it served as a mili-
tia center during the North West Resistance in 1&8%he early 1800's many of the original
HBC trading posts along the North SaskatchewanrRixere abandoned during the competi-
tion between the HBC and the North West Compangeéond generation of trading posts such
as Fort Edmonton and Fort Carlton replaced therth Wwort Pitt half way between the two.
Fort Pitt was built in 1829. From 1829 to 1876 ttaling post served as a supply fort, provid-
ing meat and pemmican as well as collecting fune Tort was seriously affected by the disap-
pearance of the buffalo and began to decline. W6 Fort Pitt was chosen to co-host signing of
Treaty 6, the other half of the process being at Earlton to the east. The fort was partially
destroyed during the 1885 Metis Resistance andtiildings were moved to Onion Lake in
1890 by William McKay.

#oo1 This post was established on the northeast batkeoMackenzie
River in the mid 1800s. The post then closed dfterFranklin expedition to the Coppermine
area in the 1820s. The Roman Catholic Mission opp@mé&861 and the HBC established a post
there shortly thereafter. Cattle ranching and fagnivere important activities at Fort Provi-
dence throughout its history.

# <.00 This town is located in the Qu’Appelle valley na#st of Regina and just
east of Pasqua Lake. The current site is Saskatstigwhird Fort Qu'Appelle. The first was an
XY Company post 1801-05 on the river near the Mdrdtborder. The Hudson's Bay Company
first used the name for a post north of Whitewo8d3t19. The current site was an Hudson's
Bay Company post 1852-54 and 1864-1911."

#1 This settlement located on Mountain Island on tloetiNSlave River was a
Metis settlement in the 1700s, long before it bezandBC fort named after John Rae, famous
for his search for the lost Franklin Expedition.1i852, the ancestors of the North Slave Metis
and the Hudson’s Bay Company built (Old) Fort Raghie North Arm of Great Slave Lake
near the site of the original Métis post. This Mé&ommunity was culturally distinct from the
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Dene and white society. The Metis families thatlegthere had long interacted, worked to-
gether, and arranged inter-family marriages dutiregfirst two centuries of the fur trade. Out
of these social and work relationships and shaatdeg, the Metis promoted their sense of be-
ing a distinct people around (Old) Fort Rae. Thigeis families spoke many languages, in-
cluding their own indigenouslichif, and had its own laws, values, beliefs, technelmgecon-
omy, and history. The historical evidence showd thase Metis used the lands in a 320-
kilometer radius around (Old) Fort Rae, stretchagoss the Barren Lands to Bathurst Inlet.
Old Fort Rae operated until 1904 when many famiied the fort relocated to modern Fort
Rae to the north

# 1 In 1786, Cuthbert Grant of the NWC and Laurenilerof the rival
Gregory McLeod and Company, arrived on the soutliesbf Great Slave Lake to establish fur
trade posts. They both originally established an $ttave River Delta, but relocated to Grant
Point (now Stony Point) a few miles upstream of nghie river falls into the lake. The Hud-
son’s Bay Company established Chiswick House ordéiia in 1803 but it was abandoned by
1806. After 1815 both the HBC and the NWC wereldistiaed on Moose Deer Island, about a
mile from the present site of Fort Resolution. lsaafter the amalgamation of the HBC and
NWC that the name was changed to Fort Resolutibis drea was a major centre of Metis oc-
cupation since the inception of the fur trade agabiSlave Lake. However, it should be pointed
out that two of the most famous Metis names astatiith Fort Resolution, Beaulieu and
Mandeville date back to the mid 1700s in the Lakeabhasca-Great Slave Lake area.

#! 9 $-! When Simon Fraser founded this North West Com-
pany fort in 1806 it was called Sturgeon Lake lamamed Stuart Lake Post in honour of John
Stuart of the NWC. After amalgamation with the HBt& name was changed to Fort Saint
James. This was the second most important Britislur@bia fur trade post built by the Metis
for the North West Company in 1806.

#! 91$ $-! This NWC post was built by the Metis between 1793
and 1805.

# 0! This post, originally known as Fort of the Forisslocated on an island
at the forks of the Laird and Mackenzie Riverswits after the amalgamation of the HBC and
NWC that the name was renamed in honour of HBC @mreGeorge Simpson.

#! $ Fort Smith was established in 1874 by Joseph Kieguieu I. After the
death of his father “Old Man” Beaulieu, who estabéd the Salt River post, Joseph King
Beaulieu built a new post south-east of Salt Raleng the Slave River. Bishop Clut makes
note of this in a letter he wrote in September&f4L “Joseph (King) Beaulieu son of Old Man
Beaulieu has built a trading post at the foot @f st rapid.” The Fort Resolution Post journal
states: “In connection with the introduction ofeaste boat to transport supplies and fur, Fort
Smith was built (and replaced the post at Salt Rimel874 on the left bank of the Slave River
at the foot of the rapids.” In a letter writtenthee District Manager of the Hudson’s Bay Com-
pany from fort Smith on March 25, 1876 Joseph (KiBgaulieu notes his progress: Almost all
the people have paid with their fur their debtsfriast fall. | have in my ice house 1,500 Ibs of
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fresh meat and in the warehouse | have 1,000 lbs widresh meat, 500 Ibs of dried meat and
400 Ibs of pounded meat. | have squared all ofdge needed for 4 houses; a store 24’x18’; a
house for the hired men 32'x18’; a kitchen 17'x28’house for the priest 20'x18’. Although |
am not certain to sign a new contract with the B.BI will stay to build my Fort and | do hope
that it will have a better appearance than Mr. Migyes Fort.” Subsequent to this construc-
tion, the Catholic mission from Salt River movedRort Smith. Fort Smith was a stopping
place on the transportation system of the northnnhevas customary to portage around the
great fifteen-mile long rapids on the Slave Riv@ettlements grew up on both ends of this
portage — Fort Fitzgerald, Alberta on the soutrerd and Fort Smith on the downstream side
of the Noyé rapids. Right up until World War 11, staesidents of this Metis community were
employed in river transportation. (Contributed lepdette Mandeville, the great granddaughter
of Joseph King Beaulieu.)

#! ! $ -! This HBC settlement was started in 1843 to establis
their claim to that area, thus fending off the Am@n and Russian claims. Victoria was
founded by HBC Chief Factor, James Douglas. It waginally called Fort Camosack then
Fort Albert before the name was changed to Victdtikater became a stopping point for pros-
pectors on their way to the gold fields. Today ¢hiera large Metis community in this area.

# 9% , ! I+ French Prairie is a designation dating to the 1&2b
describes an area of the Willamette Valley, bounoedhe Willamette River on the west and
north, and the Canby and Molalla Rivers on the.dasinch Prairie was originally populated
by Metis who once worked out of Fort Vancouver utiieir contractual obligations to the
Hudson's Bay Company were ovérBetween 1829 and 1843 they then settled in the Wil
lamette Valley more than a decade before Ameriéamsd their way there. It became one of
the oldest and largest Metis agricultural commesitn the Old Northwest.

oL - In 1871, Gabriel Dumont settled on a farm on th& éank of the South

Saskatchewan River at another Carlton Trail rivessing about six miles upstream from Ba-
toche. This site is about half a mile south ofphesent day Gabriel’s Bridge. Over the years he
built a small store/tavern/pool hall and developddrm of about twenty planted acres. He also
raised horses that he used as leader of the buftaits. In 1872, Dumont replaced the Hud-
son’s Bay scow moored at this crossing with a r@gtédrry and entered into competition with
the Batoche ferry. He posted an advertising sigthenCarlton Trail where it divides near the
present day community of Humboldt. The sign listedl rates and was written in English,
French and Cree. Dumont’s ferry was 22 feet longwmtve feet wide, held by rope and moved
by oars. In 1877, the Northwest Territories begaregulate ferry services and Gabriel had to
apply for a license to operate.

' ! (By Audreen Hourie) The community of Grand Marags lalong
the east shore of Lake Winnipeg, about 60 milesifrehat is now the City of Winnipeg. Many
Metis families were already living in this areathre early 1800s, and then up until the mid-
1950s, Grand Marais would have maintained an almwdusive Metis identity. Metis family

12 50me of these were Metis who had come west wétSihclair Expedition of 1841.

40



names such as Knott, Thomas, Linklater, Sayer,Qrourie, Sinclair and Irvine; peoples of
Orkney, Scottish and Welsh descent were prominedttle few Metis families who continue
to live in Grand Marais are descendants of thosly sattlers. Grand Marais existed in a local
economy of farming, fishing and trapping. A traaiital life-style of sharing and caring ensured
continuity and security for the Metis families foany years. After 1900, and the coming of the
railway, the economy shifted. Horse and buggy sragcame highways and the rail line al-
lowed access to people from outside the community were interested in the long stretch of
sandy beach area now known as Grand Beach. Ovegeths, the Metis community would be
overwhelmed by tourists and the tourist industryeriiually, the area became a Provincial
Park, exclusive to tourism. The local Metis econdmayely exists and the Metis families have
not participated in the tourist industry. Gone, eptcfor memories, are the sounds of the Metis
fiddle, traditional Metis jigs and dances, and sloeind of the horses and caboose leaving for
the days fishing on the lake, the howl of the welea a cold winter evening. Thus while there
are still some Metis families in the community afa®d Marais, much of the Metis history lies
only in the hearts and minds of the Elders.

0 The first community of Grand Rapids in Manitoba wasth of
Winnipeg on the west side of the Red River nearapéls, now submerged because of the dam
and locks at Lockport. This community was formeteafl823 when many of the English-
speaking Half Breeds took land grants north of PDiauglas, through Frog Plain and at the
rapids. In 1840, Reverend Cockran reported th#ttethildren registered in his school 39% of
the fathers were Metis and 97% of the mothers wWiaiginal (35% Metis and 62% Indian).
This was basically the population of the ParisibbfAndrews. The families of the Rapids had a
mixed economy farming, hunting, fishing, and traggpas well as freighting and buffalo hunt-
ing. After the Resistance of 1869-70 many of thenEh speaking Metis left and moved on a
permanent basis to their traditional wintering dei® at Batoche, St. Laurent and the
Qu’Appelle Valley. Many of the English Metis of tiparish left and set up new settlements at
Grand Rapids (on the north end of Lake Winnipeghde Albert and Fort Edmonton.

0 (%) Grand Rapids is geographically located at the mouth
of the Saskatchewan RiV@rwhere it enters Lake Winnipeg at its north eastmd. Grand
Rapids was a base for many Metis “free traders”padlars” from Canada during the mid
1700s through mid 1800s who intercepted Indiantrfaders on route to Fort York. The HBC
had positioned a fort to the west at Cedar Lak&8h7, however, to further counteract the ac-
tivities of “free traders”, the HBC relocated tlpest to Grand Rapids in 1864. The rapids were
a gathering place for seasonal sturgeon fishing.

From the late 1600's, “Indian” fur traders pasgeough Grand Rapids on-route to the HBC'’s
York Factory depot on Hudson’s Bay, although mamgyemntercepted at Cumberland House
and Grand Rapids by North West Company. As eal§71, the French built Fort Bourbon
near Grand Rapids in order to intercept Cree ahdrotorth and western tribal trading partners
of the HBC before they began their journey to Yédctory.Grand Rapids was the fur trade
gateway to and from the northwest interior and wdsghly strategic location for various fur

13|n the 1770s called Riviere de Bourbon, Pasquay&@uascatchiwaine River.
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traders throughout the late 1700s and early 180011 A864 to circa 1909 the Grand Rapids
post functioned primarily as a transportation aral/izions depot.

1862 When Pere Emile Petitot, a representativin®fOMI (Missionary Oblates of Mary Im-
maculate), passed through Grand Rapids in 1862wae for the Mackenzie District Roman
Catholic missions, he reportedly saw a large cafrisavanais” (Swampy Cree) on the south
shore of the Saskatchewan River. McCarthy writed free traders were also beginning to
congregate at Grand Rapids at that time, and stgytfest their presence may have attracted
some of the Cree. McCarthy quotes Petitot as gaysmfound groups of “Sauteux Catholics,
from Duck Bay and Swan River, who had come to GiRagids to fish for sturgeor?”

1872 A census of the Cumberland District in ti&Heport on the Saskatchewan District indi-
cates that at Grand Rapids there were eight atialfireeds” and thirteen “Indian” children at
the post establishment. In addition, there werad@t “Halfbreeds” living around Grand Rap-
ids and 67 “Indians,” 20 of which were said to lolgs. At the Moose Lake Post establish-
ment there were 2 adult “white” persons, 8 adulalfbreeds” and 20 “Indians” four of which
were said to be adults. There were also two “Ha#ts” living in the surrounding area as well
as 181 “Indians,” 92 of which were said to be asitilt

D) ! This community was named after Metis leader CuthGeant. It was
located in St. Francois Xavier Parish 18 miles vedstVinnipeg. Grant built his house on the
Couteau des Festinshe northeast corner of a loup in the Assinibdiieer. His friends and
relatives followed him here from Pembina and tlS&ulteaux relatives established a camp just
to the west. The Metis were employed as buffaloténsn traders, fishers and farmers. Due to
the good wood in the area and the Metis carpekilg £srantown became the industrial centre
for construction of the large dished wheels for Reger carts. The hunters would assemble on
white Horse Plains prior to moving south to Northkbta and the Missouri Coteau on their
great buffalo hunts. Grant and his men also madealrtrips to York Factory to obtain trade
goods. For many years he traded and freighted mwn account. As Warden of the Plains,
Grant patrolled all of Manitoba south west of thedRRiver from the Turtle Mountains to the
Qu'Appelle Valley. He and his Metis troops also teated the Red River Settlement from at-
tack by the Sioux. Almost 100 families settled aai@own in 1824, by 1849 the census showed
914 people living at Grantown. This parish was ld&thed in 1824 by Father Boucher. The
community was later called La Prairie du Cheval #¥igite Horse Plain until being renamed
after its patron Saint, St. Francois Xavier. A restouction of Grant’s original water mill further
east on Sturgeon Creek can be seen now in St. Jamespart of Winnipeg). This mill failed
due to frequent dam bursts and Grant then establialwind powered grain mill at Grantown.

14 Emile PetitotEn route pour la mer clacia)éParis: Letouzey et ane):1887:229 CMS A83 citeMartha
McCarthy, Papers in Manitoba History, p 18; Ibidid.

15 Glenbow Archives. Richard C. Hardisty fonds, Papetating to the Saskatchewan District PostseSdi0, file
Census 1871-72:2 .

42



+ Green Bay was one of the more important Great Laketss com-
munities. It is located at the southern end of Griday on Lake Michigan, at the mouth of the
Fox River. Metis military leader and fur trader @pa Michel de Langlade (1729-1802) fought
on the French side in 1759 in the Battle of tharBlaf Abraham where two of his brothers
were killed. After the French capitulated his commaliag officer wanted him to go to France.
However, he did not wish to leave the fur tradehsdook an oath of allegiance to the British
and in 1761 was made superintendent of the Indanghe Green Bay division and made a
commander of the local militia. When the RevoluipnWar broke out, Langlade fought with
the British. In the end, Langlade has been alteipatiewed as a mercenary or as a “Father of
Wisconsin,” although he died long before Wiscors#tame a state in 1848, and as a Metis oc-
cupying the “middle ground” would not have been awith the loss of life style that oc-
curred as the Yankees moved west

%( % (%) Green Lake was the sitdf Green Lake House
(NWC) on the north side and Essex House (HBC) enwibst of the lake: North West Com-
pany trader Angus Shaw documents a wintering poStreen Lake dating back to 1782. The
Green Lake Metis settlement is located 55 kilongetartheast of Meadow Lake. In 1793 the
NWC established a permanent post, and in 1810 tliséh's Bay Company (HBC) established
itself on the lake. In 1816-1817, the NWC seizesl HBC post and its men, however a HBC
post was re-established by 1818, and in 1821 tlee dwmpanies merged. Shortly after the
merger, the Green Lake post was closed for seyests, reopening in 1831, and continuing
operation until 1973.

Green Lake is located between Fort Carltod tre Methye Portage which accesses the
Athabasca river system. The Beaver River provide@ast-west waterway half-way between
the Athabasca River to the north and the Saskat@h&iver to the south. The post was used to
store goods that were hauled in carts overland fram Carlton. The trade goods were then
freighted by canoe to Isle a-la-Crosse and theheantdistricts of English River, Lesser Slave
Lake and the Peace and Athabasca Rivers. Greenviakdéounded by the Metis in 1782 and
was established as a Hudson’s Bay Company Po&60. The Metis in the vicinity worked as
labourers, cart men and hunters and fishers ferpbst.

By 1940 it became apparent that agriculhae to replace the traditional hunting economy.
To assist the people of Green Lake with employnand training, the provincial govern-
ment set up Central Farm, a program of 99-yeaeteas 40-acre (160,000°hplots. In addi-
tion, a new road is built to Meadow Lake and lla &rosse. Thus, in 1940 the provincial gov-
ernment set aside Townships 57 to 62 in Rangesd 23 West of the third Meridian as an ag-
ricultural project for the Metis. The goal of tHiGreen Lake Experiment” was to reduce the
government expenditures for social assistance. [@hi$ was leased to the Metis under 99 year
leases. Unfortunately, these forty-two acre parasee too small to sustain commercial farm-
ing. Tony Larocque was the first settlement manalped 944, the government moved large
numbers of Metis who were receiving social asstsdn the south to Green Lake, most nota-
bly from around Lestock in central Saskatchewanoffget the continued poverty of the Metis
at Green Lake the government then set up a govertmme farm known as the Central Farm. It
was to teach farming as well as some industridisskn effect though, this government colony
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at Green Lake was used to train semi-skilled latouhe lumber and fishing industries that
were growing in size in northern Saskatchewan.

'l . Grosse Butte is a Metis wintering site along theltGa trail established in the
1860s. It is Iocated near the present day HumbS8lakkatchewan

1 (%) Halcro is north of St. Louis, Saskatchewan andtlsami Prince
Albert in Saskatchewan. On the north side of thatls&askatchewan River, it was initially
settled by Anglo-Metis from Manitoba in the 1870%ie Halcro Settlement was founded by
Henry and William Halcrow, sons of Thomas Halcromd &harlotte Knight. Many relatives
moved from Manitoba to the Halcro Settlement, RexeiDHill and Birch Hills in the South
Saskatchewan River Valley. Riel held Metis Resistameetings at Halcro in 1884. Louis Riel
hid in Margaret Halcro’s root cellar after the batf Batoche. The Halcro’s lived on River Lot
#7 just north of Lépine’s ferry

* + This settlement was originally the homeland of mB@yne and Metis but

in the late 1800s became a HBC trading post withbéished Anglican and Roman Catholic
Church missions. The original site was known asaimd/illage. Hay River is on the south side
of Great Slave Lake, at the mouth of the Hay RideHudson’s Bay post was built there in
1868 and a Catholic mission followed in 1869. Aft®&38 the modern town started to grow at
Long Island across the Hay River from the old géaThis was the residential base for those
working at the nearby wartime U.S. airbase. With tise of the commercial fishery on Great
Slave Lake after the war, Hay River became a hoarefpr many of the boats working the
lake. The Metis largely congregated in Indian \g#aand Vale Island as well as Hay River
proper.

8 : -1 6()7 (9% Located in northern Saskatchewan the
town of lle a la Crosse is one of Western Canadlaisst Metis communities. It was originally
established by Thomas Frobisher and Louis Primsaa ading post for the Montreal based
fur trade in 1776. In 1846 the mission of SaintrIBaptiste de I'lsle-a-la-Crosse was built by
Father Alexandre Tache. Louis Riel's sister, thevdRend Sister Marguerite-Marie (Sarah)
worked and died there at age 34 (December 27, 1888¢ated on a peninsula of the lake of
the same name, this community was in a strategiatien because it was on the Churchill
River system, which led into Hudson Bay.

9 % ! The Judith Basin is located in central Montana gltme Judith
River. As the buffalo had disappeared further naiftng the Milk River the Judith Basin be-
came home to many Metis.

9 ( Metis prospectorJoseph Juneau co-founded Juneau, Alaska, which was
named after him. He was the son of Metis parepntgtie Juneau and Solomon Juneau, founder
and first mayor of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In 1880sdph Juneau, Richard Harris, and three
Tlingit Indians discovered gold in what is JuneAlgska today. The subsequent gold rush re-
sulted in the arrival of more than one hundred msink 1900 the site was incorporated.
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= (( This community was established on the lllinois Riwe tributary of the Missis-
sippi. Kaskaskia had a large Metis population wherevemployed by fur trade companies
based at St. Louis.

=)!1$6= - +7 On the Mississippi River, where the Kansas Rivepts into

the Missouri, a community formed in 1821 around leo@eau trading post and warehouse.
Originally called “Chouteau’s”, later this Kawsmabusettlement became Kansas City. As in
Osage country, patrilineal French families leav8tgLouis joined friends and relatives whom
had economic and friendship ties to the Centrau&iopeoples. The pioneers were Pierre
Chouteau, Sr.” son, Frangois Chouteau, his wifeniBerMenard, and fifteen families princi-
pally from St. Charles. Some families had earli@npered the Cote Sans Dessein post at the
mouth of the Osage River in 1808, and many of thevétouth settlers had intermarried with
the Osages before moving to Kawsmouth.

During the 1820s and 1830s, the Kawsmouth settlemas the most promising theatre for
a mixed-blood colony. Fur-trading families who Hasit their land base in St. Louis gravitated
here. When the fur-trade economy began to dedhir@ughout the West after 1835, many fur
traders with Indian wives and mixed-blood childfeom different Indian nation across the
trans-Mississippi West saw Kansas City's as a dblrplace to settle (Contributed by Tanis
Thorne).

=11 ! See entry under Manitoba House.

% '3 (%) : This was the site of a buffalo crossing and anlotlian trail
between the branches of the Saskatchewan Riv&éB1fh, the North West Company post here,
on the North Branch of the Saskatchewan River, we&iuck Lake and forty miles upstream
from Prince Albert, located somewhere between Bet@and St. Laurent. There was a portage
trail east to the South Branch of the SaskatcheWarer at South Branch House and
Gardepuy’s Crossing. Another trail led from thisdtion northwards to Green Lake and Isle a
la Crosse. The brigades would travel on horseback the name “La Montée” from the French
verb “monter.” Fort La Montée was later built thredles upriver from Fort Carlton in 1811.
The fort was a provisioning post for pemmican adl we vegetable and feed crops. It also
maintained a horse ranch. It was populated by 7GsMenployees and sixty women and chil-
dren. After the amalgamation of the HBC and NWCpbst was abandoned and transferred to
Fort Carlton, however the gardens and feed cropse maintained due to the better soil.

% ! In 1878 six brothers of the Laboucane family \&fite
Horse Plain in Manitoba and headed west for thel@&iver (Alberta). They were accompa-
nied by members of the St. Germain and PoitrasligsniThree Laboucane brothers, Jean Bap-
tiste, Gabriel and Elzéar settled on land nortkhefriver crossing and the other three, Jerome,
Pierre and Guillaume settled on the south side.

% - 65 (%(7 (9) This Metis community is located on the
Carlton Trail 23 km. east of Batoche. Beardy's Resaevas established on the west side of the
lake. The 1885 Metis Resistance began at Duck kdien the Metis went there to confiscate
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the weapons and supplies from the local storesfifdtdighting between the Metis militia and
Superintendent Crozier’s men took place on thet@ailrail northwest of Duck Lake.

% -$> # - ( See entry under Oak Lake, Manitoba.

% % $ This Metis community in northern Alberta became leoim many
Metis who left Red River after the Resistance 3380 and left Saskatchewan after the 1885
Resistance. It was founded in 1798-99 as a restifteocompetition between fur trade compa-
nies. By 1872 it was a well-established Metis comityuwith more than fifteen times the
population of Edmonton. It is second to Fort Chigaw as the oldest settlement of Alberta.
The first person to erect a house on Red Deers (rake Lac La Biche) was David Thompson
of the North West Company. However, a Metis byribene of Laderoute had been using Port-
age la Biche prior to Thompson. One year later Petder founded a HBC post, Greenwich
House, at the point here a small stream enterBéla@er River. Portage la Biche was a major
link in the trade route to the Pacific coast anolvted the connection between the river routes
of the Saskatchewan, Athabasca and Beaver Rivatsr trails where cut into Lac La Biche
from Fort Edmonton and Red River carts moved gdoa®m St. Paul to Lac La Biche after
which they were transported down the AthabascarRiydoat.

% ! Fort Lac la Pluie was established by the North V@shpany some-
time between 1775 and 1787. It was situated omdtinth side of Rainy River a short distance
below a series of falls at the outlet of Rainy Lakeom earliest days it was a centre for making
canoes because of the abundance of birch treé®iarea. It was a provisioning post for the
Athabasca brigades; handling supplies of wild razgn and maple sugar; the fishery supplied
whitefish and sturgeon. After amalgamation of the@(Hand NWC in 1821 this post became
less important for provisioning the voyageurs.

% % ! (%) The Cree and Metis already inhabited this locatmonorth-
central Saskatchewan when Peter Pond built addetpost there in 1781.

% 3 - (%) Located southwest of Moose
Jaw, this was a long time wintering spot for Mdtisiters. It became a permanent community
with the large exodus of Metis moving from Manitabd 870.

% The elder Gabriel Dumont (1795-1880) and his exterkin group
of bison hunters established Lac St. Anne westdoh@&ton. In the 1850s there were well over
200 Metis living at this location. Lac St. Anne,dwn as Manitou Sakahigan to the Metis and
Indians, is the site of an annual Metis religioulgrpnage. The lake is located about 45 miles
northwest of the city of Edmonton. The feast daysbfAnne falls on the 36of July and the
nearest Wednesday is always the first day of tHeeh Metis pilgrimage. In 1841, Alexis
Piché Sr., a Metis who lived in the area, travdled®t. Boniface to ask that priests be sent to
live among them. Even though priests were scast®opi Provencher sent Father Jean-Baptiste
Thibault who was a Cree speaker to check things@aibriel Dumont Sr., the uncle of Gabriel
Dumont of Batoche fame, guided him to Lac St. Anne.
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In 1844 a mission was set up and a small housetbuillouse Father Thibault and Joseph
Bourassa, the young priest who accompanied hinmheFakhibault blessed the lake and re-
named it Lac St. Anne. This was the first permar@atholic mission west of Winnipeg. By
1887 the buffalo had disappeared and the lakergsbrtance as a traditional gathering place.
Father Lestanc, the Superior at St. Albert haddietio close the mission but during a holiday
in France he had a revelation at the Shrine oA&te d’Auray that he must build a shrine in
Canada to honour St. Anne the grandmother of J@$us inspired he built the shrine and the
first pilgrimage was held in 1889. The lake is k@thabout 45 miles northwest of the city of
Edmonton.

% 6 #! 17 <.00 The village of Lebret is east of Fort
Qu'Appelle in the Qu’Appelle Valley. It was settled 1866 and was a long time Metis com-
munity when the Oblates sent out priests to sdr@ge&dmmunity. It is named after Father Louis
Lebret, who in 1886 was briefly the first postmas#tdter Fr. Hugonard became the prinicpal
of the Indian Residential school in 1884, Fr. Lelsecceeded him as parish priest. He applied
to change the name of the church from St. Flore&acré Coeur de Jésus (it is Sacred Heart of
Jesus today) and have the postal station go bgaime name but this was rejected. Apparently
a Senator Girard, who knew Fr. Lebret, intervened arranged to have the post office called
Lebret. The locale had been known as St. Floresrhéd by Bishop Taché after his friend Fr.
Florent Vandenburgh OMI) from 1865, or the Missfoom 1872, when the Oblate Fathers had
established a mission here. After the Resistandg369-1870, the twenty or so Metis families
at St. Florent were joined by thirty more familiesm the St. Francois Xavier area (Father St.
Germain letter to Bishop Taché, December 26, 18@}then the Metis settlement stretched as
far east as the vicinity of Fort Ellice.

%) ) ! See entry under Spring Creek, Montana.

%! ( See the entry under Victoria Crossing.

%! ! See entry under Petit Point du Chenes.

% ! % ( Last Mountain Lake, also called Long Lake, is lecad8 km north-

west of Regina, Saskatchewan. It was a well-knowrtesing site for Metis bison hunters. Its
name commemorates a Cree legend describing hoGréngt Spirit made the last hills (east of
Duval) from soil scooped from the valley now ocagpby the lake. Scientists say it formed c.
11,000 years ago from meltwaters of the continemtal sheet draining south into the
Qu’'Appelle glacial spillway. In 1869, the Hudsomay Company built Last Mountain House
at the southern end of the lake; Isaac Cowie, di@rkhe HBC, described one of the last great
herds of buffalo in the region. In his book “Ther@many of Adventurers.” (Toronto: William
Briggs, 1913). Last Mountain House lasted only a fears before it was destroyed by fire.
However this led to the establishment of a painaiting camps on the lake’s south shore. One
was Metis and the other First Nations. More settlarrived by 1885 and in 1886 the
Qu'Appelle, Long Lake and Saskatchewan Railway @rehmboat Co. built a branch line as
far as Craven, intending to run a steam ship seralng the lake, but the rail link
to Saskatoon was completed in 1890, bypassingalkee Canada’s first federal bird sanctuary

47



was designated on the lake in 1887. Cowie, writmd@867-1874, describes the winter activi-
ties of the Metis at this site:
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% ! Little Britain was the name of the village of Lockpin the early
days, so named by a Mr. Stevens, father of the fiorawhom Stevens Ave. was named. How-
ever, the first post office there was called N@&thAndrews. The school was also named North
St. Andrews. The meeting house built by the late.Honald Gunn for services of the Presby-
terian Church was called Little Britain, and themacontinued in Little Britain Presbyterian
Church built between 1872 and 1874. Donald Guntleskein the area in 1826. He noted that
the whole area was settled by Orkneymen retiringhfthe HBC and moving there with their
Half Breed families. The settlement extended amtath as Lower Fort Garry. Initially, the
original congregation was served by Reverend JdaokBHe was the first Presbyterian minis-
ter at the Selkirk Settlement. The church was caoostd by John Clouston and Duncan
McRae. They were two of the most important stonems®f the era.

F'$1/?200 # ' +

Part of Henry Hind’'s Map based on his observatmik857.
Narrow river lots extend two miles east and weghefriver.
West is at top of map, East to the bottom, Nortmigint.

Lo In the mid-1790s the North West Company was estadd in this area at
the narrows of Lake Manitoba. The HBC establisheploat here in 1797 under the name
“Doubtful Post.” In 1828 Manitoba House was movedther south, below Ebb and Flow
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Lake, to what is now Kinosota. It was opened thiereppose the operation of the independent
Metis hunters who were seriously cutting into thBCGHtrade. The first families established at
Kinosota were Tanner, Demarais, Pruden, Moar, Mexhrand Garrioch.

The Metis village of Marieval is east of Fort Quf#glle and Lebret and west of the
Sakimay Reserve in the Qu’'Appelle Valley. This tospart of a string of Metis communities
located in the valley. The valley was a hunting trading area for the Metis dating back to the
days of Cuthbert Grant, the “Warden of the Plains.”

8 ! Metis Island is north of Ross Island at Cross Lakanitoba. This
was the site of Metis settlement in the area goats relocation to the east bank of the Nelson
River in the Community of Cross Lake.

$ $ This town was the commercial hub of the Great Ldke3rade.
It is strategically situated at the mouth of Lakegan. Metis lived on the island in the straits
as well as on both shores. Later the name wasestenttto Mackinac.

$0 ! ! $0! In the days of the fur trade, this river pro-
vided access to James Bay by way of the Missirailoi Moose Rivers. It empties into Mi-
chipicoten Bay on the eastern shore of Lake Supedar the town of Wawa, Ontario. It was
also a mid-point between Fort William and Sault $arie. A French trading post was built at
the river's mouth in the early 18th century. Aled@nHenry traded out of the Michipicoten
Post until 1767. Jean Baptiste Nolin came to premée in 1777 when in partnership with Ve-
nance Lemairglit Saint-Germain, he purchased the trading post ahilimoten from Alexan-
der Henry the elder for 15,000res. The partners employed four or five men theretfiernext
three years. Because the American Revolution disduphipments of trade goods from Mont-
real, the business was only moderately succe€8full781 Nolin had given up the post and
gone to Michilimackinac

The HBC started building trading posts alongrihte in the 1770s and its post at Michipico-
ten River remained in use until it was abandonetl9@4. In 1781, Philip Turnor, HBC'’s first
full-time surveyor, performed a detailed surveytioé river. After 1821, the Moose River,
Missinaibi River and Michipicoten route became éstablished supply route for HBC’s Lake
Superior District. The Robinson Superior Treaty IR&y list a number of Michipicoten Half
Breeds; Toussaint Boucher, Joseph Dubois, John Sermh William Scheller, Pierre
Deschamps and David La Perdrix Blanche. Louisa Mazie, the wife of Angus Bethune, who
was a Chief Factor for the Hudson’s Bay Co. in §8té. Marie in 1830, died while her hus-
band was stationed as a relief factor at Michigina Hudson’s Bay Co. post in 1853.

16 John Swanston was an HBC Chief Factor. He wasitenpireter for the 1850 Treaty and also signed i avit-
ness.

7 Louisa’ father was Roderick Mackenzie, a parinethe North West Co. Louisa Mackenzie was theat
grandmother of the renowned Canadian Doctor NorBgthune
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$ (%) If one follows McKay Creek upstream from where it
joins the South Saskatchewan River at present tlayo8is one comes to a landmark, known
to many early explorers as “Lumpy Hill of the Wobds the Minichinas Hills. These hills
have an altitude more than 300 feet higher tharstine®unding land. The Minichinas Hills run
north to south from southeast of Bellevue to thet ehthe One Arrow Reserve. They are lo-
cated near the Venne ranch. After the fightingatoBhe in 1885 the Metis women and children
sheltered at Minichinas Hills.

! ! See entry under Tanner’s Crossing.

! el * 7 This area was a wintering spot for bison and wés se
tled by the Metis hunters in 1866.

! I -13-$0 6 1) $7! I
I As the Metis from Manitoba had to move further dmdher west in search of bi-

son, they established wintering camps in placel sscWood Mountain. After the 1869-70 Re-
sistance even more people moved to these locations.

Wood Mountain (elevation 1000 metres), is locatbdua 135 km southwest of present day
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, near the Canada-U.S.rbmrdbe 48 Parallel. It has flat-topped
hills, dissected by coulees, which rise some 400avabove the surrounding prairie. The Métis
settled on the slopes of Montagne de Bois in 1®0ilding houses from the plentiful poplar
trees. In 1871 the HBC trading post at Wood Moumkecame the prairie depot of the Boundary
Commission. The Fort Qu’Appelle — Wood MountainiTveas a provisional supply route dur-
ing the height of the fur trade. It was approximha®50 km in length across vast expanses of
southern prairie. From east to west it followed engral southwest direction from Fort
Qu'Appelle, going south of Regina, through the Mitls ending in Wood Mountain. The trail
was an important provisional route supplying Hudsday Company posts southwest of Fort
Qu’Appelle. Lebret missionaries also used the teatlensively, as it was their only access to
numerous Métis settlements.

En 1869, un Métis nommeé George Fisher avait vistgaines familles métisses qui hivernaient
dans la région de la Montagne de Bois. Selon Figlegte région était enchanteresse; le territoire
en question étant traversé par une vallée ou almmda bois et les sources d'eau et ou il y avait
beaucoup de bisons et de gibier. Une caravane @et80rettes avait donc quitté Pembina. Elle
transportait 75 familles métisses venant de PemhdeaSaint-Joseph et de Saint-Francois-
Xavier. Tous se dirigeaient vers la Montagne desBd¢an-Louis Légaré, traiteur et futur fon-

dateur de Willow Bunch était avec ce groupe de $4éti

In 1869, a Metis named George Fisfdrad visited certain Metis families who winteredtfire
area of the Wood Mountain. According to Fishers thiea was inviting; the territory in question

'8 George Fisher (1830-1898) was born in Prairie Hei; Wisconsin in 1830, the son of George Fisher@ene-
vieve Courville. George married Emilie Boyer, thaudhter of Baptiste Boyer (b. 1805) and Helene MiaMi
(b.1811) and had 11 children. He passed away o8 itBRBebret, George was a nephew of Hudson’s Ban@zny
Chief Trader Henry Fisher.
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was crossed by a valley where wood and sourcesatrnabounded; and where there were many
bison and other game. A caravan of 300 carts hagl Ieft Pembina. They transported 75 Metis
families coming from Pembina, Saint-Joseph andtSaencois-Xavier. All moved towards the
Wood Mountain. Jean-Louis Légaré, a trader andréufaunder Willow Bunch was with this
group of Metis"’

Les nouveaux venus s'établissent premierement @ndroit appelé la Coulée-Chapelle. Dans
son histoire de Willow Bunch, I'abbé Clovis Rondexplique que la Coulée-Chapelle se trou-
vait dans la paroisse de Saint-Victor, a quelquilesrde Willow Bunch. Dans son article dans
le Patriote de I'Ouest, Louis Schmidt, ancien sageéde Louis Riel, donne un autre nom a la
Coulée-Chapelle. «Ainsi, si je ne me trompe, Stdficse trouve tout pres de la “Coulée des
Prétres”, c'est-a-dire I'endroit ou le premier moissaire de ces régions - la Montagne de Bois -
s'est d'abord établi et a passé I'hiver; je crais gétait le Pére Lestanc, qui a été remplacé peu
apres par le P. St-Germain.»

The newcomers establish firstly at a place called@oulée-Chapelle. In the history of Willow
Bunch, Abbot Clovis Rondeau explains that the Cex@éapelle was in the parish of Saint-
Victor, some miles west of Willow Bunch. Louis Scidty former secretary of Louis Riel, give
another name to the Coulée-Chapelle. “Thus, if Irmhmistaken, St-Victor is very close to the
“Coulée des Prétres”, said to be the place whegefitht missionary of this area - the Wood
Mountain - established and overwintered; | beliévat this was Father Lestanc, who was re-
placed shortly after by the Pere St. Germain.”

In 1870 the Metis came to Willow Bunch to settlehaheir families. At that time the little Sas-
katchewan town was called dlle-de-Saulesin honour of the bark from the abundant willow
trees in the area used for smoking.

In 1870, Antoine Ouellette sent Louis Legare taéravith the people in the area between Wood
Mountain and Willow Bunch, a distance of approxiemat40 miles known aka Montagne de
Bois Jean Louis Legare was hired by his Metis emplog@toine Ouellett®’, at a salary of
$25.00 a month to establish a business in this &tearganized a camp at Little Woody which
is approximately 15 miles south of Willow Bunch aspent the winter of 1870-1871 collecting
furs. In the spring he travelled to Pembina to sedl furs he had collected over the winter
months. He continued on to St Francois-Xavier, M#d, where he became a partner with
George Fisher, who had previously been interesteskiablishing a post in the Willow Bunch
Area. Fisher provided the merchandise, the homdsarts, two men, and promised Legare one

19 0n April 15, 1873, Jean-Louis married Marie Ougdiethe daughter of Francois Ouellette (born Atgu<832
at SFX) and Josephte Bottineau (born 1833 at SBK)October 5, 1875, Marie gave birth to their ociiyld Albert

Joseph. Tragedy struck this new family on Decemrdbdi876, when Marie Ouellette passed away afténdpoff a

horse while she was visiting her father at Fort $lal Seven Ouellettes led by Old Joseph Ouellggted the Cy-
press Hills Metis Hunting Band petition for a resealong the border in 1878. Four of the Oueldtiés signed
Louis Riel's petition of August 6, 1880 to NelsénMiles, (Musselshell River MT), asking for a M&tieservation
in central Montana. These men were all sons of J@kkeph Ouellette (b. 1872) and Theresa Houle ®4)1An-

toine Ouellette (b. 1835), Francois Ouellette @32), Joseph Ouellette (b. 1834) and Moise Ouellgtt 1830).

% Antoine “Ratte” Ouellette was an independent éragperating back and forth to St. Paul. He wasvihg in-

volved in the Metis/Dakota/Lakota trade. He wasaus and guide for the North West Mounted Policd aen
Sitting Bull came north in 1876 he was reliant ametlette and Legare for supplies.
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third of the profits. Legare and his party arritecestablish a trading post in the area 3 milet eas
of the Police Post at Wood Mountain. He remaineddlior 9 years.

During the fall of 1879, a vast prairie fire dested all of the grazing area in a considerable por-
tion of La Montagne de Bojsesulting in many of the Metis moving east anttirsg up camp in
the St. Victor and Willow Bunch areas. In 1880 Liegeonstructed a temporary building (a store
and adjoining house), the first wooden house inldilBunch. A private water line existed to
the Legare Home. Legare's efforts resulted in nlaeypch Canadian settlers coming to this area.

In 1884, Legare drove one hundred horses to Mamitotnl received forty five head of domesti-
cated cattle in return. This began the establistimémanches in the Willow Bunch area and
served as a viable means of livelihood for somihefMetis there.

Nevertheless, many Metis remained in half stardogdition owing to the collapse of the trade
in buffalo skins. Many Metis moved northward and e camps in the Moose Jaw area. When
the Resistance of 1885 was building momentum ciiz# Moose Jaw became perturbed. In re-
sponse Lieutenant-Governor Dewdney came to Mooseadd telegraphed Jean Louis Legare to
come from Willow Bunch to induce these Metis tauratsouth. Legare told the Metis that he
wanted them to take something back to Willow Buanh that it was top secret. Of course, they
were not happy when they reached Willow Bunch anohdl out that they had been brought here
under false pretences.

Legare was able to settle them down by hiring famn, which represented all Metis families in
the area, at $2.00 a day as scouts. Legare schttezge families around at such a distance apart
as to render them harmless.

I . @% 8 A& S As the Little Shell Metis Band moved

around Montana in the early 1900s enclaves ofeskttliétis brought in their cousins. The
Breedtowns and Moccasin Flats became more entrdnthwas then, during the 1920s and
1930s that Hill 57 in Great Falls developed inte lrgest stronghold of Métis community ex-
istence. At that time there were approximately thvausand “Landless Indians” of Chippewa-
Metis and Cree-Metis descent are living on the brrdf Montana cities. They were princi-
pally, living in communities on the outskirts of €at Falls, Havre, Helena, Lewistown, Au-
gusta, Harlem, Babb, Malta, Chinook, Browning andlf\i?oint. As of the 1930s the State of
Montana had recognized the Little Shell band atibe” in the state. Even though without a
land base, the Little Shell have maintained coleefawmilial relations over all this time. Never
giving up on their specific rights to life, libergnd the pursuit of happiness, the Little Shell
have unfailingly continued their struggle for justi (Contributed by Nicholas Vrooman.)

(%( (9) One of the founders of the Muskeg Lake community te
first chief of the Reserve wadexandreCayendit Boudreau (b. 1834Alexandre, also known
as Kee-too-way-how(Sounding with Flying Wings) was born at St. Bae#, Manitoba, the
son of Narcisse Cayedit Boudreau and Catherine Arcand (Kesewetin). On Sdpte 22,
1855 he married Marie McGillis at St. Francois XaviMarie was the daughter of Alexandre
McGillis and Marguerite Bottineau. They had tenldtan. In 1876 he was a signatory to
Treaty Six and took up a reserve at Muskeg Lakée(feakey). His name appears on the first
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treaty pay list of 1879 and again in 1880 when deeived his payments as chief. He subse-
guently left and took Metis scrip. His brother sid (noted below) then succeeded him as chief
of this Metis band?! At the time of the Resistance he, his brother, isdson (Alexandre Jr.)
were active in the fighting. His son was also a inenof the Petequakey Band. Another Metis
resistance fighter, Augustin Laframboise, was afsoried to a woman from the same reserve.
During the hostilities the Council sent Alexandi@ck to Muskeg Lake to bring more of his
men. Cayan was a member of Captain James Shortipatyy, one of the 18izainesled by
Gabriel Dumont during the 1885 Metis ResistancexAhdre played a key role in the 1885
Resistance. He was Gabriel Dumont’s envoy to th&misoine Indians when the Metis were
requesting their support. He was sentenced to ensgwar prison term for his participation in
the 1885 Metis Resistance.

Isidore Cayerdit Boudreau, or Petequakey (1845-1889) was the brath&lexandre Cayen
and was a Councilor when his brother was ChiefeiAKlexandre left the reserve to live near
Batoche, Petequakey became Chief and for a nunibeyans (1880-1889) and the Reserve at
Muskeg Lake took his name. Petequakey was marmiddarie Cardinal who died on April 6,
1884. He subsequently married Marie (Tskakwemellig).was active with Gabriel Dumont
during the fighting at Duck Lake. He did not vielist as fighting the government since their
opponents were the police. After 1885, Indian Afaremoved Petequakey as chief and
stopped payments to the band because of theicipation in the Resistané.

The next chief at Muskeg Lake was Jean Baptistohdfr “Tchehasaso(1853-1916) Jean
Baptiste was born January 25, 1853 at St. Bonifdee son of Jean Baptiste Lafond Sr. and
Therese Arcand. His mother’s half sister, Adelaides married to Alexandre Cayen (Kitowe-
how), the first Chief of Muskeg Lake and a partaipin the 1885 Resistance. On December 4,
1976 at St. Laurent N.W.T., Tchehasaso marriedttdoddeutekumah (Archibuk). He suc-
ceeded his uncles (Kitowehow and Petequakey) &f ahMuskeg Lake from 1900 to 1914. It
is understood that Tchehasaso and the other Muskieg) Metis participated in the fighting at
Duck Lake and were on the west side of the rivemduthe fighting at Batoche. After the de-
feat they escaped to the Laboucane Settlefient.

LaFond’s grandson, John B. LaFond gives the folhgnaccount of the formation of the
Muskeg Lake Cree Nation Reserve:

When they formed the reserve that year, 1876 ...thexe going to make the reserve,
there were only nine families that they had. Andgmgndpa’s family (J.B. “Tchehasaso” La
Fond and his wife Josette), that's my dad (Jeani&aorn May 20, 1878, later married to
Julie Gladu), and them, old Andrew (Andre born Astgey 1880, later married to Madeleine
Greyeyes) and Jeremy (Joseph Jeremie LaFond laetech to Nancy Letendre) ... any-
way, they had no place, they were Metis peoplethat time they lived on the road allow-
ance, you know. And they asked him if they wantedbé treaty Indian: “Mr. LaFond, do
you want to be a treaty Indian? We need one faliBy all means,” he says. So he signed,
that's how come we're treaty, see we have Frenchsin/?*

2 Muskeg Lake Cree Nation, “Chiefs of the Petequdkegerve,” muskeglake.com, 1991, 1994.

2 Muskeg Lake Cree Nation, “Chiefs of the Petequdkegerve,” muskeglake.com, 1991, 1994.

% Muskeg Lake Cree Nation, “Chiefs of the PetequaRegerve,” muskeglake.com, 1991, 1994.

2 Muskeg Lake Cree Nation, “History of the PeteqyaReserve,” muskeglake.com, 1991, 1994. . Jeani®apAndre and Jeremie were all
born at St. Laurent on the South Saskatchewan.
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(U . This is the site of the first Batoche Trading Pestablished by Jean Bap-
tiste Letendre dit Batoche (called Okimawskawikinaynthe Cree). It is located on the Sas-
katchewan River just west of Fort a la Corne onrtbgh bank. The Metis voyageurs had ar-
rived in the area in the mid-1750s. Jean Baptiateecto the north-west in the 1780s and mar-
ried Josephte, a Cree woman at Rocky Mountain HAusey traded throughout the plains and
had built the Batoche post by 1810. In 1872, hesmgson Xavier Letendre dit Batoche set up
his trading post on the South Saskatchewan Riveitlas second location took on the name of
Batoche.

1) + *l ! ! Norway House and Rossville are Metis com-
munities located where the Nelson River enterde_laygreen Lake (north of Lake Winni-
peg). This was a HBC fur trade post as well asoeage and transshipment depot during the
heyday of the fur trade.

(% (6% -$> L# (7 # ' ! Oak
Lake, the Lauder Sand H|IIs and the Souris Rivaimplo the south were traditional Metis win-
tering places since the buffalo were numerous erptains here. Oak Lake was a watering stop
thirty-two miles west of Brandon. Along time Metigntering stop, the Metis permanently set-
tled it by the late 1860s. In 1824, Brandon Hous¢he Assiniboine River was abandoned and
Fort Mr. Grant was established to the south, onSiberis River in 1826. Here Cuthbert Grant
and Louis Guiboche were to trade with the Metis Boatians between the Turtle Mountain and
Qu'Appelle. This fort closed in 1861. Fort Desj@lavas established by the American Fur
Company to the south of Fort Mr. Grant by Joe D&sgin 1856. It was destroyed by fire in
1856. Both of these posts were staffed by 50 toM6&fis men.

(! Oak Point is located on the east shore of Lake tdhainorth of St. Laurent and
south of Lundar, Manitoba. In early days it was iatering place for the HBC cattle. Many
Metis employees took HBC lots here. It is locatedtioe northern border of the old “postage
stamp” province of Manitoba.

00+ S ! For many centuries this location on the Saskatche-
wan River was a meeting and rendezvous place l{gfste spring breakup) for the Cree hunt-
ers and gatherers operating on the Saskatchewasr Beélta.They would wait here for the
spring waterfowl return and the onset of the mdight spawning runs. Their fish weirs were
maintained into the summer when sturgeon becamajarrfood source. The first permanent
settlement in the area was constructed in 1741.sbhe of the explorer La Verendyre estab-
lished Fort Paskoyac, an important fort that wathatconfluence of three rivers (Carrrot, Os-
katask Sipiy in Cree, literally “river of the wilchrrot”, Pasquia and Saskatchewan rivers). The
fort served the local trappers and fur tradersdiecades. Seeding a few acres of grain around
the fort in 1754, Captain de la Corne became Maaltofirst farmer. With the advent of fur
trade posts Metis settlements were establishedaatoCRiver Valley (Pasquia Settlement),
Young's Point, Big Eddy, Umpherville, and Rallsalsll. Big Eddy and Umpherville are small
settlements located north of The Pas. The Youngist Bettlement is located just south of the
Pas in the Pasquia Settlement. Ralls Island liss@ahe Town of the Pas, and was settled in
the early 1900's as a farming area. In 1743 Lawdeyenbuilt the first Fort Paskoyac on behalf
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of the French on the southwest shore of Cedar Lakert was also built in 1749 at the loca-
tion of present day Town of The Pas and namedMasko yak. Another major influence in the
change of way of lifestyle of the Band's ancestarse with the coming of the Missionaries. In
1840 the Church Missionary Society established DeMission at The Pas. The Reverend
Henry Budd (a Metis) established the mission andhfthat date forward The Pas area has had
a resident priest. The Reverend Budd and his ssoresrew a good number of Indian people
from the area to their mission and by the late X98re was a sizeable settlement at The Pas.
There continued to be seasonal migration to ardesevhunting and fishing was good. The
Northern Halfbreed Association was formed in theyeB930s to represent the Metis and Non-
Status Indians of the Metis settlements near Tise Maose Lake and Cedar Lake. The settle-
ments were: The Thomas Settlement, Wooden TentiK®eap), Pine Bluff, Moose Lake, Big
Eddy, Young Point, Rall’s Islastiand Umpbhreville. The first Chief of the Associatioas
Robert Thomas. They were active in protesting #ssés the government was giving to the
HBC and the Lamb family for muskrat ranching on thed they traditionally trapped. They
also lobbied to have the Crown land surveyed sp ¢beld gain title to their land and homes.

( See the entry under Victoria Crossing.

F$5( The town of Pembina, located on the Red River gosith of the
49" parallel is the former heart of the Metis terrjto®nce the border was drawn at thd'49
parallel and it was found that Pembina was in thédd States and not in Canada many of the
Metis migrated north to St. Boniface, St. Vital, Btancois Xavier and Fond du Lac (now St.
Laurent). The first fur trading post was establésted Pembina in 1797. This community
evolved over the years from a fur trade site t@wepl river town, shipping centre, military out-
post, and scene of international disputes. Pemibaga primarily Métis town. It hosted mis-
sionaries and explorers; it was also a stagingedat surveyors moving west. In 1818, Father
Sevine Dumoulin established a mission (St. Frankaider) at Pembina to serve the Metis and
Chippewa Catholic converts. In the winter, almdst entire population of Red River would
move south to Pembina to winter there, thus avgidiie harsher climate at the forks. At its
peak of activity, it had over 500 residents andgpéfimanent buildings. Pembina was an impor-
tant centre for the buffalo hunt and important agapping point for the Red river cart trains
between St. Paul, Minnesota and Fort Garry. Befioeeborders of North Dakota were estab-
lished, Pembina was part of the Minnesota Territbhe famous Joe Roulette was sent to the
legislative assembly in St. Paul in 1853 to repnedeis district on the Territorial Council. He
served from 1853 to 1857. At the time the Metis apon in Pembina was about 5,000,
roughly equal to the Metis population in Britisintmlled Rupert’s Land.

$ See entry under Drummond Island.

! '$ ! Petit Point de Roches was a Metis community located
on the Red River just north of the present towrStd. Agathe (previously called Pointe a

% Laura Hyrich informs us that Rall's Island wastided by her grandfather Charles who homesteadeelith@é915. He was a northern pros-
pector (from Red River) who when passing throughatea, felt it would be a good place to build mmboHe later returned with his wife Eliza-
beth (Knight) and did just that.
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Grouette and Petite Pointe a Saline). From the 18@Ds the river lots in this area were inhab-
ited by Metis buffalo hunters, freighters and farsne

! -5 D) %! ! Lorette was settled in the 1850s by
Metis from St. Boniface, St. Norbert and St. Vitalwas first known as Petit Point des Chénes
and was settled by Metis farmers, freighters tra@ed buffalo hunters.. The name was appar-
ently changed by Bishop Taché to honour a priestramce who had made a considerable gift
to the St. Boniface Cathedral.

I/ Throughout the 1800s the Metis of Fond du Lac ukecentire Inter-
lake region of Manitoba for their hunting trappiaigd fishing economy. They utilized the Duck
Bay area extensively and travelled from there ® thuskrat marshes just east of The Pas,
Manitoba (part of the Territory of Keewatin at thimbe). This Pine Bluff camping site appears
as a named site on a map in 1884. Around 1910, sdrtieese Metis families decided to per-
manently settle at Pine Bluff, 50 miles southe&dth® Pas along the Saskatchewan River. This
gave them easy access to the resources of the SbemyeMarsh and the trapping areas right
down to Grand Rapids on the Saskatchewan River.réported that the Metis had a fine stur-
geon fishery on Cedar Lake. This high ground was al stopping point when travelling be-
tween the Pas and Cedar Lake. The family names conmtm Pine Bluff were, Campbell,
Chaboyer, Chartrand, Ducharme, Nabess, Azure, LdambBourgoise, Lagimodiere,
Beauchamp and Lavallee. The community had a smlatid from 1938 to 1942. The building
of the Grand Rapids Dam meant the demise of thisnmonity since the flooding destroyed the
fishery and trapping along the river and Cedar Lakany Metis lost both their fishing nets
and all of their traps when the fore bay floodiregan. The Metis had never received title to
their land because the province refused to sutvatyarea.

I -103 1) 10$ ! St. Adolphe located on the Red River south
of the Red River Settlement was founded by the $/iatthe early 1800s and originally known
as Pointe Coupeée. It was renamed after Adolpheefumade a large donation to the church
there. Pointe Coupée features in the 1869 MetissRese. In June of 1869, John Snow and his
survey party went there to cut wood, dig a well] amke survey measurements in defiance of
a Metis warning that the land belonged to themJuty, the Metis pulled out all the survey
stakes, burned the wood and filled in the well.

o0+ o )] $ From the
mid-1800s the river lots in thls area were inhablig Metis families who were buffalo hunters,
freighters and farmers. There was also a salt ngaduterprise there. Prior to 1872 the commu-
nity was known as Pointe a Gouette and the 187@Gi@isf Assiniboia census lists only two
non-Metis inhabitants out of 157 people. Howeveerat870, due to government mismanage-
ment of the scrip system and the transfer of taléhose Metis who held Hudson’s Bay com-
pany river lots most of the Metis were disenfraseli Sainte Agathe was inaugurated as a par-
ish in 1876. By 1900 the community was known asvillege of Sainte Agathe and most of the
Metis had moved to the United States or furthertwe€anada. The present-day community of
Ste. Agathe is located on the Red River about 28snsiouth of Winnipeg. The Metis property
owners prior to 1865 were: Berthelets, Houles, tgues, Morins Vennes, Vandals, Laberges,
Landrys and Lafertés.
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! B> 1 -$> ) -$> This
area was purchased by Metis and French settled8%2 from Na-sa-kee-by-ness (Flying
Down Bird) also known a&rands Oreillesthe Chief of the Roseau River Band. This was a
preferred location for woodcutting because of tHrge oak groves along the banks of the Seine
River. Father LeFloche, the priest from St. Borgfacho ministered to the Metis at this loca-
tion changed the name to Ste. Anne, a patron saBtittany, France.

! $ & 6# - 17 This wasone of the North Saskatchewan's most
important "Forts des Prairies," or provisioning {gp$-ort Carlton was located on the banks of
the North Saskatchewan at the ford of La Montéeuals built in 1810 by Hudson's Bay Com-
pany employee James Bird and was the third FortdDato be constructed in the Saskatche-
wan district. The first had been built in 1795t function of the North and South Saskatche-
wan Rivers, and the second, 150 kilometres upsti@athe South Saskatchewan. At its North
Saskatchewan location, it served as a strategigsoyads for not only river travel, but also
overland wagon trails that stretched from Fort @arrthe south, to Fort Edmonton in the west,
and from Green Lake to the Churchill River. Supglieot furs, were its main stock in trade;
situated close to the great buffalo plains of tlestythe Fort served as a key distribution point
for pemmican and "country produce” - locally avliéafoods such as venison, fish and berries.
Each year, after the buffalo hunt, hundreds of plswf pemmican fat and dried meat were col-
lected by the Fort and shipped to far-flung tradoogts. The operations of the rival Hudson's
Bay Company and North West Company were even nmaegtwined than usual at the Fort
Carlton: during its early years, the two compasiesred the Fort's stockade.

-$ ! Prairie du Chien was a Great Lakes Metis settlerfusmated
just north of where the Wisconsin River joins théssissippi River. It was one of the larger
more important settlements. The Indian settlemantbe area date back 13,000 years. When
French trading interests arrived it was home toShe and Fox Indians. The first fur trade fort
was built nearby in 1685. The American Fur Compsetyup a post there in 1808.

! (%) The Round Prairie Métis were originally a commuruofy
buffalo hunters with strong connections to the Bleti Montana and Batoche This community
started in the 1800s as a Metis wintering sités Ibcated south of Saskatoon near present day
Dundurn, Saskatchewan, south of the Dakota Whit&aag Nation. In the 1850s it was a well-
known wintering camp for buffalo hunters such asl@nTrottier and had become a year-round
Metis settlement by the early 1880s. By the eafl§(k, Round Prairie became the permanent
home of this group of Métis as they settled andk tmat homesteads. The community began mi-
grating into Saskatoon in the late 1920s and 30kirg for work and, by the end of the 30’s,
they were settling permanently in Saskatoon inHléday Park area and on the east side be-
tween Taylor, Broadway and Clarence. Accordingdme family members, the site of Aden
Bowman Collegiate was a large communal gardenandte 40s and 50s. Charles Trottier was
the leader of this settlement in its early and dakat he began living there in 1855 when travel-
ing with his parents to hunt buffalo on the plai@arles was a trader in the North West Territo-
ries, having hunted with Norbert Welsh for many rgedle was the son of André Trottier and
Marguerite Pacquette. His first marriage was toibt&nne Parenteau, his second to Ursula La-
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framboise. In 1878, Charles and other Metis buffalmters at Cypress Hills wrote a petition
asking for a special Metis reserve of land.

Trottier was a close friend and relative of GabBelmont and brought his men along with
the Dakota Indians of Whitecap’s Band to fight attdthe in April of 1885. He and Whitecap
were members of Riel's Exovedate (Provisional Gornent). It is said that Whitecap and
twenty of his men had joined the Resistance undeess$. Trottier, along with Gabriel and
Edouard Dumont, Jean Caron, Michel Dumas, Isidarsn&®s and Chief Fine Day, escaped to
the United States after the final battle at Bato@tzarles returned to Prairie-Ronde applied for
land after his return in 1903.

($) James Isbister (1833-1915) founded Prince Albess-S
katchewan in 1862. Isbister, a fur trader and faynvas born on November 29, 1833 at Oxford
House the son of John Isbister; an Orkneyman ereglayith HBC and Francis Sinclair an
English Metis. James was a leader of what were kihewn as the “English Half-Breeds.” He
obtained his education at the Red River Settleraadtwas a noted linguist, fluent in English,
Gaelic, Cree, Chipewyan and Michif languages. Hered Hudson’s Bay Company service in
1853 and spent his entire working life in the Cundyed and Saskatchewan districts, mostly
around Cumberland House and Nepowewin, where heeadavliargaret Bear (also Metis) in
1859. They had 16 children. He rose in the Compaong labourer to interpreter, to postmaster
and finally clerk. He retired briefly in 1862-648@7-68 and finally left the HBC in 1871. Isbis-
ter and his wife established a farm on the LowertiN&askatchewan River, June 3, 1862 and
were the first settlers in this area, originallyolkm as the Isbister Settlement. This home was
built about halfway between Carlton and Fort lar@orRelatives from both of their families
then joined them, namely, James’ brother Adam tsbiand Margaret’s father William Bear
and her brothers Philip and James Bear. A numbethefr Metis settlers moved to the “Isbister
Settlement” before 1870. These were: Joseph Badgeres Dreaver, Henry Erasmus and John
H. Pruden. Later, a Presbyterian minister Jamebe\lisstablished a church nearby and re-
named the place Prince Albert. History has subgatu@nored the fact that it was Isbister
who settled the area. In the early 1890s the Dabetgle moved to the area. This band was led
by Hupa Yakta, the son of Chief White Cap whosedbaas located south of Saskatoon near
Trottier's settlement at Prairie Ronde.

r, ! I+ In the spring of 1821 the Puget Sound Agricult@am-
pany was formed as a joint venture by the HBColtitacted with James Sinclair and 21 Metis
families (121 people in all) to leave Red River aettle in the Oregon Territory. Between 1821
and 1845 the Metis were the largest group in thercemigrations to the Oregon area.

<.00 + (%) This valley is the traditional home of many Metibav
hunted buffalo in the valley and would winter there well. By 1866 there were permanent
Metis settlements here. Later a Metis communitynfaras located in the valley at Lebret.

! Name changed to Kenora in 1905. Rat Portage, ssmcés Hungry Hall and
Whitefish Bay was the main trading post on the maitle of Lake of the Woods in the Rainy
Lake district. The “Rat carrying place” was the argportage linking Lake of the Woods to the
Winnipeg River. Its outposts were Keewatin, Eagitd, Wabigoon, North West Angle, White

60



Dog and Shoal Lake. The Metis managers of this pese: James Isbister (1836), Francois
Mainville (1838 and 1850), Charles Goulait (1849;4&eorge McPherson (1858-1871),
Robert Laurenson (1871) and Peter Sinclair (1874).

By 1836 a post had been set up on Old Fort Islanthe Winnipeg River. The Rat Port-
age post, whose name was a shortened and corruptetbn of Wauzhushk Onigum was
moved to the mainland in 1861 and around it gresvciimmunity of Rat Portage.

The town was to become the main object of intereshe Ontario-Manitoba boundary
dispute which lasted from 1870 to 1884. Each prowiclaimed the town as part of their terri-
tory. Both provinces had jails in the town, andhbigisued titles to mining claims and timber li-
censes. Even though Rat Portage, Manitoba waspaated as a municipality in 1882, on
September 28, 1883, polling took place here totefeanbers to the Provincial Legislatures of
both provinces. Finally, in 1884, the Privy CourmlilEngland, to which the dispute had been
taken, decided in favour of Ontario. It becameaudfiin 1889.

Reference:
Gwen Reimer and Jean Philippe Chartradtidtoric Metis in Ontario: Rainy River District
and Kenora District Orleans, ON: Praxis Research Associates, 1998150

! After the boundary line left Pembina in the Unitgttes many of the
Metis relocated in Canada. When it was clear tleeyccnot get a U.S. missionary they had the
Bishop of Juliopolis, on March 2, 1825 write to RabPelly the Governor of Assiniboia for
land at Rat River near la Saline.

5 * Red Deer Hill is south of Prince Albert, Saskateae and north of St. Louis,
Saskatchewan. It was settled by Metis from Manitobthe 1860s and 1870s. The area takes
its name from a large hill which in the early dayess populated by many elk or “red deer”.

Soon after it’'s founding some 250 Metis familiesved into the area around St. Laurent.
Initially these settlers practiced subsistence cadfure, participated in the buffalo hunt and
worked for the Hudson’s Bay Company as cart menlabdurers. By 1873, the community
was experiencing real problems due to the demigkeobuffalo herds and the implementation
of HBC policies to reduce wages and increase tleepiof manufactured goods. In effect the
company was exploiting a captive market and capéteur force. The company’s Chief Fac-
tors were made magistrates; the company quicklawed labour strikes and threatened to im-
prison anyone who led a strike against the compkaoyther the company undermined the
communities Laws of the Prairie and Hunting; tied to a full-scale slaughter of buffalo on the
plains

$ ! ! This Metis community, originally known as
Riviere Gratchias (in Michif) or Scratching Rivéts location, where the Gratias River enters
the Red, was a resting point for the cart train&intatheir way south along the Red River to
St. Paul, Minnesota. It was named Gratias or Graschfter the type of burdock that grew in
abundance all along this river. Every year theppedrom this location would join the Metis
from St. Norbert to journey up the Riviére Sale ando the buffalo hunting groups along the
Missouri River.
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8 Fn- ! This river once called Riviere aux
Islets de Bois now called the Boyne River was anrthute to the plains followed by the Metis
buffalo hunters. This Metis settlement of IsletBtes began in the early 1800s and it is certain
that the Metis from St. Francois Xavier had estdifeld a settlement here in 1825.The location
was good for shelter, fuel and timber and the was good for growing potatoes and barley. It
had long been a location where the Metis from Grnanthad their sugar lots. Even Metis from
as far away as St. Andrews Parish had sugar lotsisnarea. They had utilized these maple
groves along the river near the present day Casmae the early 1830s. Maple sugaring takes
place in the spring of each year (mid-April) anartst before the snow has melted. Each family
had its own sugar bush and would leave their podskattles on these lots until their return the
following season. In 1868, a number of Metis frooh@dny Grant’s Montana group staked
claims in the area. Grant reports: “As soon asgpopened | went in search of a place to lo-
cate. | selected the Carman District which was tba&lfed Riviere aux Islets de Bois. Three
other families who had come from Montana with mgoadettled there. The men were Alex
Pambrum, Thomas Lavatta, David Contois and Bill gZoge. | took up land that | thought
would suit myself and family and located [land]aafsr two boys whom | had adoptetf.”

n ! This area south of the Red River Settlement at
the point where the Riviere Sale (Dirty River) eatthe Red River was, in the 1700s, a sea-
sonal gathering place for Metis because it wadst fishing area in the country. In July and
August it was swarming with burbot, jackfish, camd catfish. The community became a year-
round establishment between 1822 and 1825 by fofurdrade employees who settled there
with their Metis families. For many years theirrpary occupations were the buffalo hunt, sub-
sistence farming and cartage via the cart routaisridiated out in all directions from the Red
River Settlement. Every year the people from theosunding area would join the Metis from
St. Norbert to journey up the Riviére Sale andmthe buffalo hunting grounds along the Mis-
souri River. They would travel as far as the fi@tge of the Rocky Mountains. They would
then return along the Cheyenne River in North Dalantd at the point it joins with the Red
River head north again. In the winter this sameugravould travel to the west to the Lauder
Sand Hills on the Souris Plain, a wintering spottdison. Many of the St. Norbert families also
had homes at Oak Lake, just north of the sand. Hilld857 Msgr. Tache established the St.
Norbert area as a parish, which he named in honbisgr. Norbert Provencher, the first
bishop of St. Boniface. It was in St. Norbert thatiis Riel organized the first Metis resistance
movement of 1869-70. The Riviere Sale was alsomedaas the La Salle River after René
Robert Cavalier de la Salle who explored in theitiama area and up the Mississippi River.

10N -3 ! St. Charles was the Metis community of
Riviere Esturgeon until 1854. It was located on tioeth and south banks of the Assiniboine
River to the west of Sturgeon Creek. Currentlg iaicommunity within Winnipeg. By the early

1850s there were 200 French Metis and a smallebeuof English Metis living at St. Charles.
After the flood of 1852 more people moved to thlisdtion in search of higher ground. There

% |yndel Meikle (Ed.)Very Close to Trouble: The Johnny Grant MemBinllman,Washinton: Washinton State
University Press, 1996: 184-185. When Grant lefnkna there were 62 wagons and twelve carts withhe@d of
horses (200 belonging to Grant). There were 106 iméme party besides the women and children. Tae were
divided in squads often with a captain over eacladq(pp. 171-172)
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was a buffalo crossing and later a ferry at thsatmn. From the early 1800s hunters would
gather at this location on a seasonal basis tbwélo as well as for the sturgeon fishery. This
parish had a population of about 200 Metis in tB4Qk, the original community was formed
by about 60 families of Plains buffalo hunters. H366, the parish of St. Charles had a popula-
tion of 348, two-thirds Roman Catholic and onedhRrotestant. Bishop Taché changed the
name to honour his superior, Monseigneur Charlddaeenod (OMI).

m N The last known road allowance community in Winnipegs situated at Grant
Ave. and Waverley St., it was known as Rooster Towrthe bookReflections, Yesterday and
Today(MMF Press 1979), Jim Day of St. Laurent says, dsvborn and raised on the outskirts
of Winnipeg in a place known as Rooster Town. Hiéce was situated where Grant Avenue is
today.” This community existed until the late 1950s

“In the early years of the depression of the 1288smber of homeless families, many of
whom were destitute Metis built small shacks illggan the Canadian National Railway prop-
erty adjoining city owned land just off Grant Bowded. As well, as suburban development ad-
vanced in River Heights, other shack dwellers aded to this area. The area, now roughly be-
tween Wheatherdon Avenue and the tracks from Calgério Rockwood Streets became
known as Rooster Town.

Over the next quarter century the number of squsttaried with economic conditions.
By the 1950s at least 30 to 50 people clusteree tilemore than a dozen shacks. Many owned
their homes, but some paid $15 to $20 per montt kMost of the men worked as seasonal la-
bourers, cutting sod, delivering coal, or perforgnather casual work, and collected relief from
the city when unemployed. Their wives raised tlegitdren in two to three room shacks with-
out running water, sewer connections or other sesvi

After 14 children came to school with the skin dse impetigo in late 1951 the Winni-
peg Tribune reporter wrote: “Whatever you do... ddaiich the Rooster Town children. You
might get a skin disease. So the teacher calla fgroup game and tells the children to join
hands. Nobody would dare join hands with the RacEten children.?’

In response the City directed Public Health nueses social workers to the community.
Alternate housing was found for six or seven fagsilin 1952, but many preferred to stay
where they were. In the summer of 1959, the citgrefl the last families cash payments of $50
to $75 to move or face eviction proceedings. Witk $chool opening of Grant Park School in
September 1959 and plans for a surrounding patwk Rooster Town and its social problems
had no place in Winnipeg’s suburkf.”

I The Battle River valley was a long time winteringa for the Metis bison
hunters. Joseph Salois and his wife Angelique Lustiarted the hivernant settlement at a ford
on the Battle River in 1830. Their son Abraham Balwas a leading Metis hunt captain and
trader. He later moved to the Boss Hill Tail Cree&a.

Salt River wasa Hudson’s Bay post run by Metis leader Francoisd(Ol
Man) Beaulieu. It was established on the Slave Ravéhe mouth of the Salt River in 1863. In

2 Winnipeg TribuneDecember 20, 1951. “Heard of Rooster Town? Its IGist Suburb.”
8 David G. BurleyCity and Suburb Housing in 2@entury WinnipegWinnipeg Real Estate Board, 1danni-
versary, 2003.
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his later years, Old Beaulieu lived at Salt Riweitributary of the Slave River. Here he pro-
duced salt and obtained the salt monopoly fronrHhéson’s Bay Company. The Beaulieus of-
ten effectively competed in trade with the HBC.1B67, Antoine Beaulieu made a trip to Red
River to sell the furs he had trapped or boughtiada~ort Chipewyan and Fort Resolution. He
returned with a load of merchandize to trade foramioirs. As a consequence the HBC was
forced to raise the prices they paid to the loaghpers. After Old Beaulieu’s death his son Jo-
seph King Beaulieu built a post south-east of 8aler along the Slave River to replace Salt
River, this was called Fort Smith. (See the entrgar Fort Smith.)

BC The historic settlement at Saugeen is commemotageah Ontario plaque: “The
Anishnabe lived by the mouth of the Saugeen Rigecénturies before Pierre Piché arrived in
1818 to begin fur trading in the region. By 1826 Hudson’s Bay Company established an
outpost at Saguingue to compete with independentrdders like Piché. From La Cloche, its
main post on Lake Huron, the Hudson’s Bay Compangleyed First Nations, French, Métis,
and British fur traders who largely depended onsAnabe hunters to supply deer, bear and
marten skins. By 1832, the supply of premium fueswexhausted and the company closed its
post. Although many Anishnabe gave up hunting attdesl in an agricultural village, fur trad-
ing continued here until the mid-19th century wissuthampton was founded.”

By 1826, the Hudson’s Bay Company established apostiat Saguingd®to compete with
independent fur traders like Piché. From La Clo@stablished in 1821), its main post on Lake
Huron, the Hudson’s Bay Company employed First dfestj Métis, French, and British fur
traders who largely depended on Anishnabe huntessipply deer, bear and marten skins. By
1832, the supply of premium furs was exhaustedthacdcompany closed its post. However.,
fur trading continued here until the mid-19th ceptwhen Southampton was founded.

The earliest cartographic evidence of fur tradeeing active at the mouth of the Saugeen
River is the 1822 map of Lake Huron by British sywr Henry Wolsey Bayfield, which notes
“Indian Traders” and buildings on the north side“Bfver Saugink” near the river's mouth.
Alexander William McKay, the Metis son of colonelilam McKay, was the clerk in charge
at Saguingue post from 1827 to 1830. His wife wagdlique Jolineau Leblanc from Wiscon-
sin. Also resident there were Peter McFarl&ne Michif from Nippigon, and Michel Frechette
a NWC Michif employee who arrived in 1828. Henryy8&a the Metis son of John Sayer
worked at Whitefish Lake. He left the HBC becausewas underpaid and in 1830-31 estab-
lished at Saguingue under Dr. Mitchell.

The Kenora Longe family, descended from NWC voyagkseph Lange (L'Ange) as-
signed to Lac Ouinipic (Winnipeg) in 1804, and wivas dismissed by the company at the
NWC Nipigon post in 1821. This family eventuallyttted at Saugeen, Lake Huron, where Jo-
seph Longe, father and son, were opposition tratess the HBC post of Saguingue and about

29 Reference: Patsy Lou Wilson McArthur. “The Sagumddietis Community and the Fur Trade at Southhampton
on Lake Huron.” In Ute Lischke and David McNab (Bdéhe Long Journey of a Forgotten People: Metis Ident
ties and Family HistoriesNaterloo: Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 200329-348.

%0 Other fur-trading posts were established on LakeoH to compete with independent traders at Miasigs,

Green Lake, Whitefish Lake, French River, Lake Bpig, Sheshawinaga, Isle aux Sables and Saguinthes

name the Hudson’s Bay Company gave to its posaai&en (also spelled Sagingue), which is mentiamegtcords

dating from 1826.

31 Later changed his name to John Bell and becamenaber of Garden River First Nation.
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Lake Huron and Georgian Bay. Voyageur Joseph Lange#é was Isabelle Colin (Collin) born
in the NW, their marriage was noted on the baptiefrthree children at Drummond Island in
1825. According to family tradition, the Longe'srevgelated to the Delormes of Kenora and
Minnesota.

6) D$ /$ 07 Is a city in Chippewa County,
Michigan in the north-eastern end of Michigan’s E€pfeninsula, on the Canadian border,
separated from its twin city of Sault Ste. Marieyt&@io, by the St. Mary’'s River. Sault Ste.
Marie is an ancient city, occupied by Native Amaris for at least five hundred years. In 1668,
Father Jacques Marquette, having heard of thegeillaaveled there to found a mission. Sault
Ste. Marie is the oldest European settlement irMtabvest. A fur trading settlement soon grew
up at this crossroads on both banks of the rivaking the area the center of the fur trade route
of 3,000 miles (4,800 km) extending west from Meatrto the Sault, then to the country north
of Lake superior and on to the Old Northwest.

The settlement was one community until 1817, whésS/UK Joint Boundary Commis-
sion finalized the border between Michigan TergitddSA and the British Province of Upper
Canada. Karl S. Hetéoutlines the demographic sources for the Saulisvemmunity: “The
initial Metis settlement can be traced to Jean BaptCadotte and a handful of other men and
their Native wives who settled in the Sault durthg eighteenth century. Most of these men
who settled in the region had either been empldyeBrench traders or the North West Com-
pany. The second source of Metis settlement origthdrom the 1821 amalgamation of the
Hudson’s Bay Company and the North West Compang. dherging racism in the new com-
pany resulted in the firing of many Metis employessme of whom settled in Sault Ste. Marie.
The third source of Metis settlement consistednoiependent traders and their families who
settled there in the late eighteenth and earlyteerh centuries.”

The Metis used the typical river-front lot systerhlandholding with plots extending
inland. A map of 1855 shows this distinctive pattéviost of these lands had been “granted” to
the Metis by their Indian relatives. Near the HBGperty on the north shore, the Metis village
established in 1843 was known as “Frenchtown.” Otetis settlements existed nearby on
Sugar and Drummond Islands.

$5 0 ) ) ! The limestone rapids
on the Red River south of Selkirk was the siteasfyelndian and Metis settlements since this is
higher ground than at the forks, and not subjedtamding. The Selkirk Settlers changed the
name to honour the patron saint of Scotland.

($). -1 Metis rehabilitation colonies (or projects) werargtd in
1939 under the Patterson government. The CCF (hewNew Democratic Party) continued
this policy when the Douglas government came togyaw 1944. Most of the colonies were
located in the southern rural municipalities andene step in addressing what was termed the
“Metis Problem,” largely defined in terms of destibn, marginality and lack of health care.

32 Karl S. Hele, “Manipulating Identity: The Sault Berlands Metis and Colonial Intervention.” In Utischke
and David McNab (Edshe Long Journey of a Forgotten People: Metis ldiestand Family HistoriesWaterloo:
Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 2007: 163-196.
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The first colony developed in 1939 was at Greeneliakthe lle a la Crosse district: what was
then described as the extreme north. About 125dMainilies were involved in this project.

A similar settlement was established in the sotitbe@ret where the government purchased
land that was a former Oblate farm in 1945. Byl#ie 1940s, there were colonies established
at Crooked Lakes, Lestock, Crescent Lake, Baljerwidlow Bunch, Duck Lake and Glen
Mary. Over 2,500 Metis people were involved in teigperimental program. In the south, the
Saskatchewan Department of Social Welfare and Rightibn operated the colonies. Among
the reasons for the failure of these colonies waas ¢lected resident councils and individual
business activities and entrepreneurship were diaged. In addition, Metis were only trained
for low-wage occupations and there was a weak arentstent economic base. In 1960, the
Director of Rehabilitation concluded that the caodsnwere a form of segregation that only per-
petuated Metis poverty.

N/ Around 1880 Joseph King Beaulieu was sent to Faund.ac (Eastern
Arm of Great Slave Lake) to open a trading post wes known as “King Post.” This later be-
came the community of Snowdrift. Years later Josépiy Beaulieu was sent to Fort Vermil-
lion to establish another trading post and he thede in 1916. Joseph King Beaulieu was the
son of Francois “Old Man” Beaulieu and his wife I@aine St. Germain. He was married to
Marie Anne Flamand. (Contributed by Jeanette Maitldethe great granddaughter of Joseph
King Beaulieu.)

's  $* "0+ -! : Both the HBC and the NWC operated
posts near the site of Gardepuy’s Crossing on th@hSBranch of the Saskatchewan River.
This crossing was located downstream (to the némdim) St. Laurent.

's $ . Southbranch was the name ascribed to a seriesentlr Metis
settlements in the south Saskatchewan Valley. Metiders began making homes here in the
1860s and 1870s, many of them fleeing economic sowial dislocation from Red River,
Manitoba. The Settlements stretched along botrssfi¢he South Saskatchewan River in river
lot style from Tourond’s Coulee (Fish Creek) anditPéille, north through Batoche and St.
Laurent, Saskatchewan to St. Louis, Saskatchewadohwhas its northern boundary. They
were in close proximity to several Cree reservesyal as settler and Anglo-Metis settlements
to the north around Halcro and Prince Albert, Stedlewvan.

0 - (6%) H7 ! In the 1860s, a group of Red River Métis bison
hunters, with ties to both Pembina (North Dakota] the Red River Settlement, followed the
diminishing bison herds to the Milk River of MontarAs the bison disappeared there, these
families moved south to the Judith Basin of centtahtana, where some of the last herds still
grazed. The transition from a bison-product econté@syed not only their economic resource-
fulness, but also their very identity. Employingaiety of social and economic strategies, they
met a series of challenges as the bison-based mwooollapsed and as cattle operations and
later, homesteaders took over the Judith BasinpAdg a complex and multilayered set of as-
cribed and self-ascribed public identities, theyevdetermined to maintain their economic and
social survival.
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The band, which | have, for the sake of convenigreferred to as the Spring Creek band, is
also known as the “Lewistown Métis” (although nbtcd the families lived within what would
later become the central Montana town of Lewistowit)ese related families settled on the
tributaries of Spring Creek in 1879, and subseduydotinded Lewistown, one of the oldest
continuously occupied Métis settlements in Montdrte Spring Creek families and their rela-
tives who remained on the Milk River formed thedtiip network that has come to be known
as the “Lewistown/Havre/Glasgow” triangle or thewlistown/Milk River triangle. Some of
their relatives traveled southwest from the Milkv&i to settle at St. Peter’s Mission, where
Canadian Métis and Cree joined them after 1885s@ li@milies established settlements along
the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains and becdraesecond principal cluster of Metis
families in Montana. (Contributed by Marty Fosfieom Metis Legacy)

0% ! See entry under Pointe Coupée.

N+ % In 1838, a number of Metis families living
in the Fort Edmonton area relocated to Lac Ste.eAiather Albert Lacombe became their
resident priest in 1852. He soon realized that&i@c Anne was not suited to farming due to the
early frosts. He thus chose a new location on theg8on River at Big Lake that was closer to
Fort Edmonton and the annual Metis buffalo huntaiad the Red Deer River. In 1861, while
traveling to Edmonton from Lac Ste. Anne, Bishogxsinder Taché, gave the approval for a
new mission to be built at this location. On A@jl1861 Father Lacombe along with Michel
Normand and two other Metis men began to buildfitts¢ mission structure, a 30 by 25 foot
log building. In 1863, the Grey Nuns moved themnfrLac Ste. Anne, bringing with them
seven Indian and Metis orphan girls. They estabtighe Youville Convent and school.

) ! See entry under Sault a la Biche.

-$> ! This community is along the Seine River about 306-ki
meters southeast of Winnipeg. To the east of PaleteChénes is a large swamp and forest,
called I'épinettiere by the Metis, which extendstea Lake of the Woods. This area provided
good game hunting as well as lumber for the Metigpte who were the early residents. Many
of these families were itinerant buffalo huntergp&manent settlement began in the 1850s and
this increased after the 1852 flood when many Meiised to the higher ground at Pointe des
Chénes. The early families were headed by JeanidBaferraultdit Morin, Francois and
Charles Nolin, J.B. Sapoint, and August Harrisotn1861 Taché founded the Mission of St.
Alexander at Pointe des Chénes. A chapel was opearnE866 and a church was built in 1867.
within six months the church was renamed St. Aneeabse Pére Lefloch suggested that St.
Alexander would be a more appropriate name fomtission at Fort Alexander. It should be
noted that Pere Lefloch was a Breton and St. Anag thie patron saint of the Bretons. Metis
from this community were the labourers on the awoasibn of Dawson road from Lake of the
Woods to Red River. In 1868 John Snow was hiregbtwstruct this road. He enraged the resi-
dents by ignoring the property boundaries laid muRoger Goulet for the Council of Assini-
boia. Further, he claimed to have bought the lamavbich they lived from the Saulteaux. The
residents evicted Snow and he was charged withcoumts of selling liquor (for land) to the
Saulteaux at Pointe des Chénes.
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I/ ! This community takes its name from the parish natme@&ishop
Provencher. It is named after an English missiomarg worked among the Germans and was
martyred. Provencher said of his Metis parishion8tavould take the faith of a Boniface to
work among these people.”

-$ ! See entry under Riviere Esturgeon.

1 $n + In July of 1832 Father Belcourt selected a site for
his mission along the Assiniboine River where geéanumber of Indians and Metis gathered in
the spring. The mission was to be named under tbeegiion of Saint Paul, Apostle of the
Gentiles. Belcourt then returned in the spring 883 with Bishop Provencher’s approval. He
erected a chapel during the summer, but in Septethbkesite, sixty kilometers west of Red
River was attacked by a group of Gros-Ventres mm&litom the south. Bishop Provencher,
concerned for the safety of the priest and theicoatl success of his work, had the mission re-
located closer to St. Bonifaca.

The new mission, Baie St. Paul, was estaddish 1834 at “Prairie Fournier” (Baker’s Prai-
rie) on the left bank of the Assiniboine River, abthirty-seven kilometres from St. Boniface
and about eight kilometres east of today's St.d6h&t, Manitoba. The site included a tract of
land with eight kilometres of river frontage thrkdometres in depth, a gift from Governor
George Simpson of the Hudson’s Bay Company (HB@)e B5t. Paul was to be Belcourt's of-
ficial residence as long as he remained under Bishrovencher's jurisdiction.

In February of 1847, Father Belcourt predaaepetition to the Queen regarding the Metis
grievances with regard to the HBC fur trade mongpiNine hundred and seventy-seven Metis
signed it and James Sinclair took it to Englandrdtaliation, George Simpson and the HBC
trumped up fur trading charges against Belcourtteatithe Archbishop in Quebec remove him
from Red River. Belcourt immediately began lobbytogreturn and in June of 1848, Bishop
Lorus of Dubuque assigned him to Pembina. Manyi®iphrishioners from Baie St. Paul fol-
lowed him to Pembina. He eventually moved his missand school 30 miles west to St. Jo-
sephs in 1853.

In 1882 there was extensive flooding at B&tiePaul and part of the cemetery slid into the
river and many houses were destroyed. Many of éselents became discouraged and fol-
lowed their parish priest, Cyrille Saint-Pierrer@tocation to North Dakota. Later Bishop Tache
sent missionary Thomas Quevillion to find a newatoan for the church. The new location was
St. Eustache established in January of 1898. Tdnserwas chosen because St. Eustache is the
Patron saint of hunters.

% The exact location of the first mission, knownSts Paul des Saulteaux, is difficult to pinpointvdl reliable
sources locate it on the left bank of the Assinieoisome eighty to ninety-five kilometres from Baniface. If
measured in river distance, the site would haven Is#eiated somewhere near St. Eustache, but if unedas-the-
crow-flies, it would have been located in the vityirof Portage la Prairie.
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# E! F ! St. Frangois Xavier, was one of the western pasisti¢he
Red River Settlement. It is located on the AssimbdRiver. Cuthbert Grant established this
community in 1823. Many of his Metis friends anthtiwes followed him here from Pembina.
The village was called Grantown until 1854. Fatbestriosmaisons held Church services in
the Grant home from 1823 to 1827. In 1828, a lagpehwas built and in 1834 the mission be-
came a parish. In 1850, the Grey Nuns of St. Bogifarrived to start a school. On July 16,
1854, Cuthbert Grant died and his ashes were bumner the alter of the chapel. The Hud-
son’s Bay Company had Lane’s Post located nearhig fgost opened in 1856 and closed in
1883. St. Frangois Xavier was the first industsigé¢ in Manitoba. Because of the abundance of
oak wood, Red River Carts were constructed there.

9o ) $ 18$5¢( St. Joseph was one of the starting points for
the large Metis buffalo hunts. One of the commupayriarchs and hunt leaders was Jean Bap-
tiste Wilkie. Wilkie was known as Chief of the Mett St. Joseph, in what was then the Min-
nesota Territory. Wilkie established himself at Biseph, about 1847. His house was the stop-
ping place for both Metis and Indians passing tghothe town.

Antoine Gingras associated with Norman Kittsanégling company was a leading merchant
of St. Joseph. He established his trading fortettfportheast of present day Walhalla) in 1843
and it functioned up until 1873. St. Joseph was éntarlarge numbers of Metis families and at
its peak in 1858 St. Joseph had a population 001B6r over two decades St. Joseph was the
centre of Metis culture in Minnesota and North D@akdAntoine served as a member of the
Minnesota Territorial Legislature from 1851-1858.tAe time of his death in 1877, at age 56,
Gingras was a wealthy man with a chain of store®innipeg, Pembina and St. Joseph. He
also had a trading post on the Souris River. Hmédand trading post are preserved northeast
of Wahalla, North Dakota at the Gingras TradingtPbstoric Site.

9! 0%. 8 seeentry under Drummond Island

% ! (By Audreen Hourie) St. Laurent is located on tbetk-eastern
curve of Lake Manitoba, forty-seven miles northwe$tWinnipeg. The population of St.
Laurent is approximately 1,100, about three-quartdrwho are Metis. In 1824, a group of
Metis, forced to leave Pembina as it had becomerfane territory, settled at what is now St.
Laurent. Other Metis families driven out (of Winag) by the Red River flood of 1826 also
chose to settle in this area. By 1850, twelve Migtisilies resided in the vicinity; among them
were Charles Lambert, Norbert Larance from Northkdda, a Chartrand from Duck Bay, and
the Lavallées and the Ducharmes. Many Metis settlare attracted by the abundance of fish
and the wooded land nearby that abounded in gacheviah fruit.

In 1826, a priest from St. Boniface, Father Destr@isons, went to the settlement to
celebrate Christmas. St. Laurent had no resideestprout St. Francois Xavier, thirty miles
south had a resident priest since 1823, so it wasiple for the St. Laurent people to go to that
church. In 1861, St. Laurent received a residem@sprFather Simonet, who became the first
pastor. The first church or chapel was a smalktirabvered structure which served as a church
and rectory. There was already a small cemetetygénerally the dead were taken to St. Fran-
¢ois Xavier for burial. In 1895, a new church wadttand the following year a convent for the
Sisters from the Order of the Franciscan Missi@saof Mary who were to arrive in 1897. Tra-
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ditionally the Metis of St. Laurent have been vegligiously oriented. Although the commu-
nity is Roman Catholic, a few families attend theaigelical Mennonite church. On May 30,
1961, a thunderbolt struck the old Catholic chumol in six hours it was reduced to ashes, all
that was left were four stone walls. By 1964, a m&wrch was built on the same site.

As early as 1862, Father Simonet had begun a soadlol, but the first real school was
opened in 1870 by Brother Mulvihill who came to Saurent from Ireland to join Father
Camper who had arrived from France, and Father &@tdhe vicar. The school operated un-
der Brother Mulvihill’s direction until the arrivadf six nuns in 1897, who were to take charge
of the school. This school served until 1902 wheatlaer building was erected to serve as a
school and convent for the nuns. In 1907 or 190&rge school was built and attached to the
existing building, which was given over entirelyttee nuns. This building served its purpose
for 62 years.

In 1902, Father Peron became Pastor of St. Lau@ema trip to France he brought back
several Breton families. In 1907, a Mr. Francoidv€a returned to Brittany to bring out his
wife and five sons. Family names such as Leostr@lhd_egoff, Combot, Calvez and Olivier
were added to the village. Prior to 1902, St. Latimeas populated by Metis and some Indian
families. The spoken languages were Michif Frenold &aulteaux. Upon the arrival of the
“Bretons”, the French language was introduced aedtty affected the community. St. Laurent
continues to maintain its Metis identity and FrerMdichif survived the pressures from the
church, the nuns, and the “Bretons” who attemptedeplace Michif French with the new
French language. The Saulteaux language did noitveuasis few people now speak it.

% 6 ' 7 (9%$) he Metis established this community in the
spring of 1871 on the South Saskatchewan River gtii@lometers from the HBCs Fort Carl-
ton. It was to become one of the most significartiMsettlements in the North West Territo-
ries. Soon after it's founding some 250 Metis fa@silmoved into the area around St. Laurent.
Initially these settlers practiced subsistence cadfure, participated in the buffalo hunt and
worked for the Hudson’s Bay Company as cart menlabdurers. By 1873, the community
was experiencing real problems due to the demigkeobuffalo herds and the implementation
of HBC policies to reduce ages and increase theeprof manufactured goods. In effect the
company was exploiting a captive market and cagabeur force. The company’s chief Fac-
tors were made magistrates, he company quicklyawet labour strikes and threatened to im-
prison anyone who led a strike against the compkaoyther the company undermined the
communities Laws of the Prairie and Hunting; tled to a full scale slaughter of buffalo on the
plains

%! ! St. Louis was founded as a fur trade post locatethe land south of
the junction of the Missouri River with the Missgs River. It was resource rich and in the
territory of many Indian tribes. The 1763 TreatyFaintainebleau gave the Spanish control of
the area. Many Metis families trace their root® St. Louis area.

% 6 % 7 (%) he Metis established St. Louis in the late 1800s
on the South Saskatchewan River. It is locatedherotd cart trail from Fort Garry to Edmon-
ton and was also called McKenzie’s Crossing. As ttriossing there was a ferry operated by
Norman McKenzie who was previously employed at Nt#a House. Ann Charter, an infor-
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mant for this book, attended residential scho@tat.ouis. Many of her relatives were holders
of the original Metis river lots at St. Louis.

! For many decades prior to 1938, Ste. Madeleine avaadi-
tional Metis community with over twenty large fareg. The Metis had homesteaded the land
at Ste. Madeleine and the nearby Pumpkin PlairthradrSt. Lazare, Manitoba since the 1870s.
A mission had been set up there in 1902. Howeveteuthe Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act,
this land was designated to become community pastious the community lost its town. His-
torically, the town was formed when Metis left tRed River area due to the actions of Wolse-
ley’s Red River Expeditionary Force. Other Metisvad to the area from Saskatchewan and
Alberta after the Resistance of 1885.

In 1935, in the midst of the “Dirty Thirties,” théanadian government set up the Prairie
Farm Rehabilitation Act. The town of Ste. Madeleara surrounding area called Pumpkin
Plain was designated as pastureland. The Metisli&who had their taxes paid up to date
were to be compensated and relocated. Howeverubeaaf the economic conditions of the
time, few families had their taxes paid. The Metisre again forced to find a new home and
they lost everything they had; their homes werenedy their dogs were shot, their church was
to be dismantled and the logs sold to build a pigg€he priest from St. Lazare also sold the
church bell and statues. When confronted by comipumémbers he said the money would not
be returned and he was using it to build anotharathat St. Lazare. The plan to dismantle the
church was foiled by Joe Venne and other communiynbers armed themselves with rifles
and confronted the crew sent to dismantle the ¢htinas saving it. They then moved the fam-
ily of Caroline and John Vermette into the buildiagprotect it. By 1938, the once vital com-
munity had all but vanished. Today, all that rersaifi Ste. Madeleine are the stone founda-
tions of the Belliveau School and the cemeteryrehiog the mound of grass where the church
once stood. The wood from the schoolhouse was gadvand now constitutes a major portion
of the kitchen of what was the home of Yvonne aretif.eClerc of Victor, Manitoba.

In 1884, St. Paul (Meoomen) Cardinal, a Metis sol@dnd
veteran of the Red River Resistance settled attigtes wintering spot that was to be named af-
ter him. In 1895, Father Lacombe, a Metis Catholergyman, approached the federal gov-
ernment about the establishment of a Metis ReserWorthern Alberta. His efforts paid off
and in 1896 the federal government agreed to lasgownships to the Oblate Fathers. Small
farming parcels were then sublet to Metis famili€ee necessary farming implements and
supplies were never provided to these familiesrandy had a hard time, however, many were
successful and had large herds of cattle and hoFsgker Thérien, behind the backs of the
Metis began to advertize this land in Quebec, taeit French speaking settlers and in 1909,
the Oblate Fathers requested the federal governmoentincel the lease, citing disinterest
among the Metis as the cause for the “failure’raf Settlement. French Canadian homestead-
ers were being admitted to the settlement everrééifi@ official opening for homesteading on
April 10, 1909.

! Pierre “Pig’s Eye” Parent (c. 1777-1844) a Half-®&tevhiskey trader
is credited with founding St. Paul, Minnesota wherocated his trading establishment there in
June of 1838. The village was originally called S2iye but was officially renamed in 1841.
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The Minnesota Pioneer, reported that the Priest/sdation for the occasion of the renaming
was:

“Pigs Eye, converted thou shalt be, like St. Paul;
Arise and be henceforth, St. Paul.”

Pl Numerous Métis communities formed along the Front
Range of Mountains, from Augusta, along the Dearl®iver, west of Cascade at St. Peter’s
Mission, Fort Shaw on the Sun River, in the SouthkFCanyon of the Teton River west of
Choteau, at Dupuyer, Birch Creek and Heart Buttea place called the Bird Tail, which was
the major compass rose interchange on the Indigenontinental superhighway trail system,
was located the Catholic Mission of St. Peter’'sgi@ally set up as a mission for the Blackfeet
it quickly became a center of Métis culture revotyiaround the church and mission school.
The Jesuit priests encouraged by the Métis dichaseitate to offer their services to the Judith
Basin Métis. In the late spring of 1880, the Azbrethers from St. Peter’s Mission brought
Rev. Father Joseph Damiani in on a Red River Td.first mass was celebrated at the home
of Alexander Wilkie. Although.ouis RielandMargarita Monet(dit Bellehumeur) were earlier
marrieda la facon du payd-ather Damiani officially married them on one @ hegular visits,
in March of 1882. Father Damiani soon thereaftert@&u Louis to come and live at St. Peter’s
and serve as a schoolteacher for the Métis childitemwere then arriving from numerous Mé-
tis communities. In April of 1883 Louis and Margitey with their young son Jean, had moved
to the Bird Tail. In essence, the school at StePebecame a Métis nation institution for pri-
mary and secondary education

! This settlement located on the Rat River was aly &ar trading lo-
cation. It was also a wintering location for caftlem St. Norbert and St. Vital. It was later re-
named St. Pierre-Jolys in honour of the first restdoriest, Father J.M. Jolys. See also the entry
under Rat River.

! This area was the site of early Metis river lotshef boatmen and buf-
falo hunters. After 1824, the Metis population sgfesouth of St. Boniface along both sides of
the Red River. About eight kilometers south of @ethedral the parish of St. Vital developed
along the broad elbow of the Red River. The Mesised Archbishop Tache named the school
and parish St. Alexander after his own patron Saunthe preferred to name it St. Vital in hon-
our of auxiliary Bishop, Rev. Vital Julian Grandifhe Grey Nuns opened a school in St. Vital
in 1860. The most famous residents of St. Vitalesbe Riel, Nault and Bruce families. Up un-
til 1856 these residents attended church at Stif@mnbut subsequently went to St. Norbert. A
small school and chapel were established on Segtedfy 1860, but there was no resident
priest until 1912. Sister L'Esperance Youville vias first teacher at the school.

I+ | ! Stony Mountain, known as “Snake Indian Hills,” sva sig-

nificant area for Metis and other settlers seekafgge from the many floods that plagued the
Red River Valley in the late 1700's and early 180The Native tribes had established well-
traveled paths through the area that eventuallarmecfur trading and cart trails used by set-
tlers. The Faith Trail led from Winnipeg to Stonylhtain, and brought settlers into the region
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by ox-drawn Red River carts. The first recorded bst@ad in the area was that of James Isbis-
ter, who located in Stony Mountain in 1870. Builglimpon century’s old cart trails, the railway
opened up the region to settlement by connectingohe Stonewall, Stony Mountain, Gunton
and Balmoral to a direct line to Winnipeg.

! In 1790, the HBC had Charles Isham (the family mated Asham)
open a post a few miles upstream on the Swan Riveve its outlet into Swan Lake. Its main
purpose was to trade for birch bark for canoe-n@k@uthbert Grant also built a trading post
here. The names of the men operating this posatefiresent day Metis families living in the
Lake Manitoba area—James Whitford, William Sebastidnomas Halcrow, William Garrioch,
James Sutherland, Charles Goulait, Francois Héml®jine Desjarlais and Baptiste Lavallee.

N $ (9) After prairie fires swept through the

Wood Mountain in 1879-80, the Metis from there nebwe Willow Bunch on the eastern slope
of the mountain upland. The valley where the wikogrew also had a dry salt lake which at-
tracted bison herds to the valley bottom. The Mas® moved into the area by the Big Muddy
River and established Grant’s village, Poitradagé, Bellegarde’s village and Bonneau’s vil-
lage. After the fires, about thirty families esiabéd themselves at Willow Bunch. They were
still dependant upon the buffalo hunt and the sélpemmican. Consequently, Louis Legare
moved his trading business to that location

Y N ! ! In 1869, John Tanner built a ferry across
the Little Saskatchewan River on the Carlton Tid#. also operated a store and post office at
this location. The area was a centuries old trgppimd hunting area for the bison that wintered
at Riding Mountain and moved down the valley to phens in the summer. In 1877, Tanner
and J.S. Armitage accumulated land and laid oubventsite in the river valley. Armitage
changed the name to Minnedosa in 1§8839-1932)

John Tanner, the son of Reverend James Tannen wetgeran of the American Civil War.
John was born on August 17, 1839 at Torch Lake flLaElambeau), Wisconsin. John had just
started farming in Tearns County near his hometad&eph when the Civil War started. In
August of 1862 he went to St. Cloud to enlist gsi@ate in the Union Army’s Ninth Regiment
of the Minnesota Voluntary Infantry. He fought fihree years before taking an honourary dis-
charge at Fort Snelling near St. Paul, Minnesota.

While he originally lived in Minnesota, followindhé¢ war he found that his family had
moved across the border and were living near PedagdPrairie. At the time his father's half
brother, Picheito Tanner was an important chiethef Red Lake tribe located in the Portage-
Delta-White Horse Plains area. Thus John came toitblaa around the time of his father’s
death, and with his wife Catherine, and his motRegpie, took up residence along the Little
Saskatchewan River, near the Fort Ellice Trail.eHee established a ferry, post office, and
store at Tanners Crossing. This was the beginnimnghat was to become the Manitoba town of
Minnedosa. During the early 1880s, white agricugtisrfrom Ontario were populating the area
around Tanner’'s Crossing. Like other mixed-blood®were not comfortable with this, the
Tanner family left Manitoba in 1881 to settle fuettwest at Prince Albert. They lived there un-
til 1912. When this area became more densely ptgaulaith agriculturists from the East, John
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Tanner again moved, this time back to Manitobahé&Metis community of Kinosota. He lived
there until his death in 1932, leaving no direadants.

While scouting near Fort Abercrombie in 1863, Jblad sustained a serious rupture and
as a result of complications he could not fathéidotn. In 1869, he married Catherine Trottier,
daughter of Joseph Trottier of St. Mary’s and the@omw of HBC Factor John Sinclair.

$ ! See entry under Opaskweyaw.

$10!. $ - This trading post was established in 1812, its name
then changed to Fort Thompson, then Fort Kamloiyes) shortened to Kamloops. It sits at the
juncture of a major north-south valley and an easdt valley.

r.o-1 In the early 1870s, Donald Todd established reselemm the
Battle River at what became known as Todd’s Crasdins located on the stretch of the Battle
River between the modern day cities of Wetaskiwid &amrose. Donald Todd was born Au-
gust 4, 1855 at St. Clements, the son of Williandd ¢born 1823 at York Factory) and Sarah
Jane Johnstone. In 1875, he married Suzanne DdreBdmont at Bear’s Hill, Alberta.

Pl (#3%- ( This Metis community
was located about 16 km. south of Batoche on th&hS8askatchewan River. It was also
known as Tourond’s Settlement (Petite Ville wasated across the river) as they were the larg-
est and most prosperous family in that area. FigelCwas the site of a famous battle during
the 1885 Resistance. The battle occurred wher€ldn&e’s Crossing Trail crosses the coulee.

! The Turtle Mountains are located in southwestermikdda and north-
western North Dakota. They were home to many Mdtee abundance of game and shelter
from the elements made them a favorite wintering.sp

? &1 + During the late 1600s into the mid-1700s the Mass
sociated with the fur trade were establishing peena settlementat Drummond’s Island and
Fort Gratiot and Sault Ste. Marie on the shoretake Huron; and settlements were estab-
lished at Michilimackinac, Sheboygan, Green Bayic@€fo, Two Rivers, and Milwaukee on
the shores of Lake Michigan. Inland further welkg Metis were established at Shanty Town
and Prairie du Chien in Wisconsin and up from ther&ort Snelling, and St. Anthony’s Falls
on the Mississippi River. Inland to the southwelsey were established at Fort Wayne, Parc
aux Vaches, Oviatanon (Lafayette), Peoria, Vincenrét. Genevieve, Prairie du Rocher,
Kaskaskia and Cahokia. At Michilimackinac betwe&98& and 1765, 39% of the births were
Metis children. In the three decades from 165 t871this had risen to 72% of the births. By
1816, the population of Green Bay was approachif@®dl and was predominantly Metis
(70%).

As their population increased, there was more tieedgricultural produce and by 1765;
the Metis had established permanent agriculturilesgents at Vincennes, Indiana; Cahokia,
Kaskaskia and Prairie du Rocher, lllinois; St. Geésee and Fort de Chartres, Missouri; and
Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin.
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I ! #! ! ( This location on the
North Saskatchewan River is a historic buffalo smog and gathering place for Aboriginal
people. It is also located on the old Edmonton-Recr Trail. The first ferry operator at Vic-
toria was Simon McGillivary. To the north is a largalley known as the Hairy Bag which was
a wintering place for buffalo. In 1862 the Reverdgadorge McDougall moved his mission
from Smoking Lake to Victoria Crossing. In 1865 hiefive to thirty Metis families including
Samuel Whitford, Joseph Turner and Adam House etadrfrom the Red River Settlement.
Soon 150 Metis (Protestant and English speakinffaloununters and their families moved to
this location. Most of these families had rootshet Red River Settlement. In 1864 the Hud-
son’s Bay Company opened Fort Victoria at this fioca After the Hudson Bay Company’s
3,000 acre reserve was surveyed in 1872, newcomehe area were forced to take land up-
stream. These homesteads extended twelve mileseapsto what became known as the Lob-
stick Settlement. Later, in the 1880s, the settl@naad its post office became known as Pakan
to prevent confusion with Victoria, British ColunabiThe name Pakan was chosen in honour of
Cree Chief James “Pakannuk” Seenum.

$ - I The 1870 census of these
communities counted 150 Metis residents. Westbowarefirst named “White Mud River Set-
tlement”, later changed to “Wahputunestee Seepkeri named for the area’s first missionary,
Reverend John West. The Whitemud River is a smiativwg river in southwest Manitoba. It
begins at the junction of Stony Creek and Boggye&ra and flows east to Arden, Glad-
stone, Westbourne and enters Lake Manitoba at Lgriebint. Its total drainage area is about
2,500 square miles (6,500 KmOther major streams feeding the river include Big Grass
River, Pine Creek, Squirrel Creek, Westbourne Daaith Rat Creek.

Alexander Henry (1799) referred to it as RivieraréeBlanche meaning White Earth or
Mud River. Geographic Board of Canada corresporeléran a Mr. Garrioch of Portage la
Prairie in 1905 indicates that White Mud River gethame from the colour of the clay and soil
along its banks.

In the 1870s, Totogan was a community ajuhetion of the Whitemud River and Willow
Bend Creek (formerly Rat Creek and before that MRak Creek), approximately 25 kilome-
tres northwest of Portage la Prairie and some igixletres west of Lake Manitoba.

Totogan met the need for the establishment oftatda depot on the southern shore of the lake
to process the fall fishery in bulk by either diyirsmoking or salting. It also provided opportu-
nity for the shipment of salt from the salt sprimgsLake Winnipegosis to Totogan and onward
to Winnipeg, as well as the movement of limestong#ding material from the north shore to
the south shore of Lake Manitoba.

The site was first frequented by Indian anetisthunters and their families. The Metis once
occupied a small village with a church and burraumnd on the banks of Rat Creek near Toto-
gan. It was once touted by developers as the dutdew Chicago,” a title that was later
pinned upon Winnipeg by equally enthusiastic civapsters. An appreciation of one of the
drawbacks of the community comes from the trarmtabf its name. First Nations people
originally called the place near where the Whitereaters Lake Manitoba at the extreme west
side of Delta MarshTotoganungwhich in English means “low, swampy land.” Thissaater
Anglicized as Totogan. In 1881, 1882 and 1883, dle@ters rose on Lake Manitoba and
northerly winds drove water over the banks of theitdmud at Totogan. The flooding inun-
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dated some buildings and caused others to floay.alvevas at this time that the lumber mill
was abandoned and many settlers decided to pusliakes and leave while they could.

MacDougall's lllustrated Guideeported in 1882 that Totogan’'s population was BGs
though it still possessed a saw mill, a churchpees a hotel and a post office. Further blows to
Totogan came when a bridge was built over the Wtk River at Westbourne in 1878, fol-
lowed by the arrival of the Westbourne and Northesms Railway, now the CPR, in West-
bourne in the early 1880s. More importantly an eb&gger blow to Totogan was when the
steamboat builder Peter McArthur established aitendn the Whitemud upstream from the
village near Westbourne for his vessels. The naamsboat port gained a further advantage
when the Manitoba and North Western Railway bugpar to McArthur’'s Landing. Steamers
such as the 125-fodbaskatchewahuilt by McArthur in 1883, made their home at MtAur’s
Landing and by travelling down the Whitemud to Lakenitoba bypassed Totogan.

$M (%) See entry under Coquille Pilée.
N $ See entry under Montagne de Bois Coulée Chapelldahe de Saules.
N # During the 1960s, in the burgeoning city of Yellovifle, the govern-

ment sought to dispossess the Dene and Métis of lired holdings as part of their grand
scheme for the city. The new non-Aboriginal workc had designs for the shoreline, islands
and lands where the Métis and Dene had settlednTgthods by which the city attemptead
acquire these lands were particularly heavy-harahetithe Métis were left dislocated and up-
rooted to this day.

In the early 1960s, the government set about eaitidg this living pattern and forcibiye-
moved the Dene to a piece of land at the end didratisland referred to as “Squaw Valley.”
Notices of eviction were often placed at a distarscanetimes on utility poles 100 feet from
their homes. If people refused to leave, theird@stes were bulldozed in their absence. “Peo-
ple lost everything. All for the betterment of tbemmunity,” says Clem Paul, President of the
North Slave Metis Alliance. The government buil05quare foot “matchbox” homes for the
Dene at N'diloFeeling some concern about relocating the Deneptace labeled “Squaw Val-
ley,” the government painted the matchbox homesdisucolours and re-dubbed the area,
“Rainbow Valley,” present day N’'dilo. The Métis veealso forcibly removed from their homes
at School Draw and Cabin Courts, and along theediner of Great Slave Lake and Willow
Flats. At School Draw, Métis homes were bulldozad berry-picking grounds werwrn up
for the construction of 45 government homes. Untike Dene, howevethe Métis were not
offered a settlement area, but low-cost toousing in the new town. Many Métis families liv-
ing in the "Flats" refused to move from their homiesresponse, the city moved the municipal
garbage dump adjacent to Métis homes. "The ganvageburnt steady”, says Clem Paul:

They burnt sewage, cars, gas cans, everything.l®xgalbsions were always happening.
Sometimes it would burn for three weeks. The govenh had a place for the Indians

[Deng], but they couldn’t get the Métis to movetlsey moved the dump there and burnt
it steady for several years. Métis families triedstick it out. The options were stay near
the dump and die, or move to low-cost housing.ds @ scam. The government then
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bought up the land, surveyed parcels and when mabes started moving in, they
moved the dump. (Paul, op. cit.)

The city deliberately disempowered the Métis bysefg to survey the lands upon which
they had settled. Because it was unsurveyed laedydvernment called them ‘squatters.’

That's what they did to Métis all over. Familiesutab never buy the piece of land they
were on because the city wouldn’t survey it. Thewbould try to get the families to move
any way they could, then bulldoze their homes,esuity and then offer it for sale. That is
how Yellowknife was built. That is what they areyat of. (lbid.)

1 6! 7 (%) Wood Mountain is located in
southern Saskatchewan and was another winterirng pda Metis buffalo hunters. In 1871, the
Hudson’s Bay Company established a trading posethaed it became the prairie depot for the

Northwest Boundary Commission. See a more extergity under Montagne de Bois Coulée
Chapelle and Talle de Saules.

G N(/ Yellowknife was named after the Yellowknife Indianko moved to the
area in the early 1800s. Alexander Mackenzie hgabbshed a trading post there on the north
shore of Great Slave Lake in 1789. See also thequre entry under Willow Flats.
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