Manitoba’s Provisional Government of 1870
The Convention of Forty: January 25, 1870 to February10, 1870.

Without consultation the Canadian government patisedAct for the Temporary Government of Rupert’s
Land by a Lieutenant Governor and Council” on Oetob, 1869 and appointed William McDougall as Lénant
Governor. McDougall traveled to Red River via Pemaband attempted to smuggle 250 rifles and 10,000ds of
ammunition into Manitoba. The Red River Resistalasted from November 1869, when the Métis blockediafh
McDougall's entrance, to August 1870 when the #hritimilitary expedition, the Red River Expeditiondfgrce,
arrived at Red River. During that period Louis Ri&d with varying levels of success to bring Ergglish and French
speaking portions of the community together in reglei government that would negotiate terms of emtith the
Canadian government.

The Métis had originally formed a National Comnuettef the Métis of Red River to turn back William
McDougall and seize Upper Fort Garry, one of RiBif'st acts was to call on the English speakinggbas of the
community to send 12 delegates to meet with 12 dfrapeaking residents of the Metis parishes to tdehize
community's future. This Convention of 24 was atdeagree on a list of rights that they wanted te €anada
recognize, but were unable to agree on a commategyy.

At a two-day open-air meeting in January 1870 HB&vé&nor Donald Smith promised to communicate the
people's concerns to Canada. Another conventigptie with 20 English-speaking and 20 French-imprtatives met
between January25, 1870 and February 10, 1870 gneeéchupon on list of demands to take to Ottawahist point
the Convention of Forty proclaimed itself a prooigl government with Riel as its President. It W@ crowning
point in the history of the resistance, bringingether both the English- and French-speaking half/édse community
under a single government. The Provisional Govemnagreed to send Father Noel Joseph Ritchot aisexdof
Riel's, Alfred Scott, a Winnipeg bartender, and ghuidohn Black, to Ottawa to negotiate with the Q@é&ra
government.

French Representatives
All of these men except Pierre Thibert and Willi@Donoghue were Metis.

Baie St. Paul Pierre Thibert
Alexandre Page
Magnus Birston

St. Francois Xavier Francois Xavier Page
Pierre Poitras

St. Charles Baptiste Beauchemin
St. Boniface’ W. B. O’'Donoghue
Ambroise Lepine
Joseph Genthon
Louis Schmidt dit Laferté

St. Vital Louis Riel
Andre Beauchemin

St. Norbert Pierre Parenteau
Norbert Larence
Baptiste Tourond

Pointe Coupe Louis Lacerte
Pierre Delorme

Oak Point Thomas Auguste Harrison
Charles Nolin

Pointe a Grouette Georges Klyne
English Representatives

St. Peter’'s Rev. Henry Cochrane (Metis)



Thomas Spence (Scottish)

St. Clement’s Thomas Bunn (Metis)
Alexandre McKenzie (Metis)

St. Andrew’s Judge John Black (Scottish)
Donald Gunn Sr. (Scottish)
Alfred Boyd (English)

St. Paul Dr. Curtis James Bird (English)

Kildonan John Fraser (Metis)
John Sutherland (Scottish)

St. John’s James Ross (Metis)
St. James George Flett (Metis)
Robert Tait (Metis)
Headingly John Taylor (Metis)
William Lonsdale
St. Mary’s Kenneth McKenzie (Scottish)
St. Margaret's William Cummings
Ste. Anne’s George Gunn (Metis)
D. Spencer
Winnipeg Alfred Henry Scott (English)

Beauchemin, André,MLA . (1824-1902)

A Metis politician, he served as the St. Vital delee on Riel's Red River Council of November 186&er he
was a delegate to the Convention of Forty and acitiar in the provisional government. He was edecto the first
Manitoba legislature in 1870 by acclamation to espnt the riding of St. Vital. André was born orviimber 6, 1824
at Red River, the son of André Milldit Beauchemin and Madeleine Ducharme. He married @&@re Delorme, the
daughter of Joseph Esnault dit Delorme and Briyfttiebrun.

Beauchemin, Jean Baptiste(1838-1900)
Jean was the son of Benjamin Beauchemin and Manienfeau. He was married to Margeurite McMillan. He
represented St. Charles at the Convention of Fort70 and served on Riel's second provisionakgoment.

Bird, Curtis James, M.L.A. (1838-1876)

Bird was a member of the Manitoba Legislative Adslgmin 1873 he was tarred for his opposition toilafor
the incorporation of the town of Winnipeg. Birdphysician, trained in England, was the son of CRiaftor James
Curtis Bird Sr. and Mary Lowman. Curtis James wasMetis although all his step-siblings from Jar@estis Bird’s
first marriage were. Thus, Curtis was the steplaotti the famous Metis plainsman Jemmy Jock Bird.

Curtis James married the daughter of Donald Ro48&6. She was the widow of Charles McDermot. Bies
educated at St. John’s College in Winnipeg beftudyéng medicine at Guy’s hospital in London. Upds return to
Red River he was appointed coroner, and succeede@unn in 1861. He became a member of the Couwfcil
Assiniboia in 1868, participated in the ConventminForty 1870 and represented St. Paul’s in thet fegislative
assembly of Manitoba. Dr. Bird owned a pharmacy thigldrugstore was reputed to have had the fida $ountain in
Western Canada.

Birston (Burston), Magnus Bernard. (b. 1828)

Birston was a Scottish Half-Breed from St. Frang¢évier, the son of William Birston and AngéliquerBier.
He was married to Madeleine Paul (b. 1828). Birdtad been appointed to the Council of AssiniboiaAogust 6,
1868. (The Council existed for 35 years, 1835-18F@. was the St. Paul delegate to the Conventidrodyy.

On October 10 1885, he was tried for treason-felmmniegina for his Resistance activities at Duckelan 26'
March and 3 April 1885. He appeared before Judge RichardsoMomday October 26, 1885 and the judge stated that



although some evidence weighed against the pridbeee were some favourable points for him, anthgitas a juror
he could not convict. He warned the prisoner tantoee careful of himself in the future. He was timtydvVietis other
than Riel to go to trial.

Hillyard Mitchell had left Birston in charge of hiore at Duck Lake before the battle there. Birstiy have
looted the store and burnt down Mitchell's housethare was little evidence.

Black, John (1817-1879)

Black was born in Scotland and accompanied Recdxdam Thom to Red River in 1839. He entered theiser
of the HBC and rising to the post of chief traderl845 Black married Margaret Christie, daughteAlexander
Christie the governor of Assiniboia. From 1850 852 he served as chief accountant of the UpperRegt District.
After his wife's death in 1854 he went to Scotlamdl Australia, returning to Red River in 1862 tadrae recorder
and president of the General Quarterly Court ofrfissia.

Black apparently had acquired some legal trainin§dotland; his procedures in the court were Sstottither
than English. In 1862 he joined the Council of Afisbia. He was ready to resign as recorder in E§&8 much
criticism of his judicial activities, but agreedstay on. He was still in office when the Red RiRessistance began. He
kept a moderate course. He was elected Englisigatelérom St. Andrew’s to the Convention of Fortyl870 and
was chosen as its chair. On February 4 and 5, h8&poke at length against the immediate creafiarpoovince and
the continued use of an appointed council. He wasexjuently chosen as a delegate of the Provisidmagrnment to
the Canadian government to negotiate terms of eedranto Confederation. In Ottawa he was far le¢biesiastic than
his colleagues about a large land settlement fiMétis. He left Ottawa for the United Kingdom heféhe agreement
with Canada had been fully implemented. He retineBcotland with a chief trader’s pension, althobghdied in St.
Andrew’s Parish, Manitoba.

Boyd, Alfred M.L.A. (c1836-1908)

Alfred was born in England but was in Red Riverll®%8. He resided at “Redwood” and owned a stof&t.in
John’s Parish that was managed by Maurice Lowmashha engaged in fur trade with the mercantile fifrimkster
and Boyd. Boyd was elected as an English delegateet1870 Convention of Forty from St. Andrew’sthdugh he
was not a leading member, Riel later describeddsrfone of the most decided against us.” Boyd tdytapposed
Riel's election as president and favoured terstiooiver provincial status. His critics later chatdeat he had received
inflated reimbursement for “rebellion losses” (h@med $55,500 in general damages and was awa2i80%18 for
guns seized by the insurgents), but he alwaystatstbat real goods had been involved. In any eventvas appointed
provincial secretary in September 1870 and wagezldo the Legislative Assembly from St. Andrew'srith on 30
December 1870. He resigned as secretary to becanigen of public works and agriculture.

Boyd was heavily criticized by incoming settlers fias failure to make public improvements, and ésigned on
9 December 1871 to be replaced by John Norquajyamuary 1873, he became a founding member of thedlof
the North-West Territories. He was returned toExecutive Council of Manitoba for a short periodli8i73. Boyd left
Manitoba about 1889, dying in England a wealthy heen16 August 1908.

Bunn, Thomas,M.L.A. (1830-1875)

Thomas Bunn was the first son of Dr. John Bunn @atherine Thomas, both Metis. He was raised irptresh
of St. Paul (Middlechurch) and educated at the Riedr Academy. He married Isabella Clouston in 1864 Rachel
Harriot in 1859.

In 1868, he was appointed to the Council of Assirdakhaving previously served as clerk of the Coluawed the
Quarterly Court of Assiniboia from 1865-1869. Bunas made a delegate to the Council from St. Clesnen1869.
He was a supporter of Riel and chaired the fam@esn-@ir meetings of January 1870 when Donald AtlSspoke to
the Red River population. Bunn then served on tlengittee arranging the elections to the Conventidrorty and he
himself became on of the delegates to the Conwemépresenting St. Clements. He served as Secit&tate in the
Provisional Government. In Manitoba’s first eleatiof December 1870, Bunn was elected as MPP froi@l8ments.
Bunn was called to the bar in 1871 and was clerktfe first General Quarterly Court in May of 1871.

Cochrane, Henry (c1834-1898)

A Protestant mixed-blood, Cochrane married Elizalgadd (1844-?). He was ordained an Anglican claric
1859 and was the incumbent of St. Peter’s from 186/874. In the 20 January 1870 meeting betweerRéd River
settlers and Donald Smith of the HBC Cochrane skagelndian translator and took part in five traagotiations. He
was elected a delegate to the Convention of Fooiy fSt. Peter's. He later served as a missionatysahoolteacher in
the North. He died at Jackhead, Manitoba.

Delorme, Pierre,M.L.A., M.P. (1832-1912)

Pierre was born October 1, 1832 in St. Boniface,sbn of Joseph Fafard Delorme and Josephte Bellisbm
1852-56, he worked for the HBC at Swan River asidgdleman. In September 1854, he married AdélaidieMlit
Beauchemin and in 1857 they bought lot 21 at Peliiepée (St. Adolphe) where they built a log-franhed-story



house. They raised five sons and two daughtersrePiarmed, traded and ran a boarding house forbienTrail
travelers and later operated a cart brigade tdheortSaskatchewan.

During the late 1860s, Louis Riel and the otheriMeblitical leaders started meeting at Delormeisnk to
strategize on their response to the planned tra$f®upert’'s Land to Canada. Delorme took an acpart in the
Provisional Government and in 1870 was electetiedtonvention of Forty as the member from Pointeggée. In the
first provincial election of December 1870 he whkc&d as MLA for St. Norbert. He was elected dsderal MP in
1871, for Provencher riding, defeated in the néatteon (1874) and re-elected in December of 18y &dzlamation.
As a Captain of the Metis he captured Major Boultor others when they attempted to take Upper Garty on
behalf of the Canadian Party. In 1871 he was aleat€aptain of the Metis from Pointe-Coupée to migfilanitoba
against Fenian invasion from the United States.

He contested the 1870 election, running as a Ceahes and won the seat of St. Norbert South, wiietheld
until defeated in 1874. In 1871 he ran federallghi@ Provencher riding and became one of Manitofi@smembers
of the House of Commons. From 1873 to 1875 he depwethe Council of the North-West Territories. htEminated
Riel for the seat in 1872, but it was withdrawnhsocould nominate George-Etienne Cartier, who hehlefeated in
his Montreal riding. Cartier was elected by acclaoma After Cartier’'s death in 1883, Delorme wasiagactive in
attempts to nominate Riel and have him electedfovencher.

In 1878, Premier Norquay named Delorme MinisteAgficulture and President of the Executive Courlailthe
provincial election of that year, he was electechbglamation for the riding of St. Norbert. Upotirieg from politics,
he returned to St. Adolphe as a farmer and busimassHe argued for Riel's amnesty and was deepiylved with
the Metis lands issue. (Contributed by Fred Shore.)
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Flett, George.(b. 1840)

George was born October 24, 1840 at St. Andrews, Riger, the son of George Flett Sr. and Charlotte
Tourangeau-Diolette. George was a mixed blood Ehglelegate to the 1870 Convention of Fourty. lpeasented St.
James at the Convention of Forty.

Fraser, John.(b. 1845)

John Fraser was a Protestant Half-Breed who w&ngtish-speaking delegate from Kildonan to the 1870
Convention of Forty. Fraser ran in the provinciakcdon of December 23, 1874 and tied with Johrh8udand. The
seat was declared vacant and Sutherland won theffldy-Election of April 1875. Fraser lived on RivLot 16 in
Kildonan

Genthon, Joseph(b. 1830)

Joseph was the son of Maximilien Genthon and Lod&é&me, born on the Y&f March 1830. He married
Josette Marion, the daughter of Narcisse Marion iade Bouchard. Joseph was a Red River Metis veneesl as a
delegate from St. Boniface to the Convention oftyror 1870. He did not side with Riel during thesigance.

Gunn, Donald. (1797-1878)

Born in Halkirk, Caithness, Scotland, he entereslémploy of the HBC in 1813, serving at York Fagtdfort
Severn, and Oxford House. Gunn criticized both @wenpany and Lord Selkirk, later writing as if hedhlaeen a
Selkirk settler. In 1823 he settled at Red Riveflittle Britain” (St. Andrew’s Parish) as a farméie also served for
years as a justice of the petty court, and he wasnfan of the jury in the Sayer trial of 1849. Aominent
Presbyterian, he taught for 18 years in the Chiitsionary Society parish school before the esthblient of a
Presbyterian church in Red River, and served asséfitlement’s librarian for years. He became a negnub the
Council of the Institute of Rupert's Land in 186hd he was a meteorological correspondent of thithSomian
Institution, later collecting specimens for its rausn.

Gunn was chosen as a delegate to the November d86®&il from St. Andrew’s, and English delegatehe
1870 Convention of Forty from the same communitg. whs later appointed to the Legislative CounciMainitoba,
serving from 1871 to 1876. He supported the coimaibolition. HisHistory of Manitobawas completed by his
nephew Charles Tuttle and published in 1880. bldis an anti-Selkirk and anti-HBC, as well as ati-elerical, bias.

Gunn, George.(1833-1901)

A Scots mixed-blood, George was a Poplar Point harcand farmer. He was a delegate to the Novet8&9
council from Ste. Anne’s. Subsequently, he was ehaouncilor to the to the 1870 Convention of Farty the new
provisional government from Ste. Anne’s on 28 Fabyul870 because he might have refused to serselétted
informally. A Red River Rebellion claimant, he wasarded nothing in compensation. George was bomemember



11, 1833 at Red River, the son of Donald Gunn d@advVtetis wife Margaret Swain. George married ENginchild
before 1877 and they had four children. After 18¥®family moved to Swift Current.

Harrison, Thomas Auguste(1837-1907)

Auguste Harrison was born on March 9, 1836 at $niface. He was the son of Thomas Harrison andiffaul
Lagimodiére. He was thus a cousin of Louis Riel. Married Lucie Champagne the daughter of Emmanuel
Champagne dit Beaugrand and Marguerite LarocquEetmuary 3, 1863 at St. Boniface. They had nin&mn by
1884. Sometime before 1880 he remarried to Madel®lontagnais and was living at Duck Lake near athdr-in-
law. His sister Marie Anne was married to CharleditN Auguste was a French delegate to the 1870/€uion of
Forty from Oak Point, he voted on 5 February adaimiis Riel's motion that the HBC left out of thensfer
arrangements of the territory, which should be tiaggd between Canada and the people of Red HRelrresponded
by calling Harrison and delegates Nolin and Klytraitors.”

Klyne (Kline), Georges,M.L.A. (b. 1828)

Georges was the son of Michel Klyne Sr. and Suzamn€rance. He married Marie Ducharaie McKay in
1847. They had one daughter. In 1863, he marriec feecond time to Monique Berthetit Savoyard. There were
twelve children born to this union.

Georges family was enumerated at Pembina in thé t8Bsus of the Minnesota Territory. Georges is kdsed
in the 1854 Treaty List of the Chippewa Indiand_ake Superior and the Mississippi. At that timewes living at
Scratching River. In 1859, Georges, along with éhother men were selected by James McKay to meeEdhnl of
Southesk and George Simpson at St. Paul and ¢heartto the Red River Settlement.

In 1860, he was enumerated in the Dakota Territensus and is shown to be working as a ferrym&embina.
He was imprisoned by Riel in 1869 but escaped. lde & French-speaking delegate to the Conventidfod§ in
1870, representing Pointe & Grouette. Georges lweted to Manitoba’s first legislature in 1870 &present the riding
of St. Agathe.

Lacerte (La Serte), Louis.(b. 1821)

Louis was a Red River Metis, the son of Louis Lee&r. and Marie Martin. He married to Josephtedahib.
1825) and they had 18 children. He then marriedriGtia Lesperance at St. Francois Xavier in 1878.whs a St.
Vital delegate to the council of 1869 and represgiftointe Coupée at the 1870 Convention of Forty.

Larence, Norbert. (b. 1821)

Norbert was born on August 27, 1821, the son oh Raptiste Larence and Marie Angélique Lafrenieite d
Desrosiers (Louise “Indian” or Montagnais on saggords). This was a Pembina family that movedtta\®rbert.
Before 1843 he married Josephte Parenteau the waughPierre Parenteau and Josephte Laurent. Tihdyl3
children. He represented St. Norbert at the 1870v€ation of Forty. After 1870 they moved to St. tent on the
South Saskatchewan River.

Lépine, Ambroise-Didyme.(1840-1923)

This Metis leader was the son of Jean-Baptiste rBéla Lépine and Julia Henry, a Saskatchewan Metis who
was the daughter of the famous Alexander Henryhasdaulteaux wife. He was the brother of Jean-Bpdr. and
Maxime Lépine. Ambroise was born in St. Bonifacel840. He was married to Cecile Marion, the daugbtéVetis
leader Narcisse Marion. He took his education aBB8hiface College. Lépine represented St. Bonifaicthe 1870
Convention of Forty.

Lépine was Louis Riel's Adjutant General during fRed River Resistance of 1869-70. His military atip
amongst the Metis was attributed to his cool demeand prodigious physical strength. He servechégrovisional
government as military commander and presidedetnmdr council, which condemned Thomas Scott, thcwghvas
opposed to the execution.

In St. Vital, he was arrested for the murder oftSdduring October of 1875, he was tried and fogudty. He
was sentenced to be hung but Lord Dufferin, Gove@eneral of Canada, commuted his sentence to éacsyin jail
and his civil rights were revoked indefinitely.

A long awaited amnesty was offered to both Riel hadine on condition that they both leave the coufdr
five years. Lépine decided to serve out his semtecantrary to Riel. On February 11, 1875, the Brivtinister moved
that:

...full amnesty should be granted to all persons eored in the North-West troubles for all acts cottediby them during the
said troubles, saving only L. Riel, A. D. Lépin@daW.B. O’ Donoghue, that in the opinion of thisuse it would be proper...that a
like amnesty should be granted to L. Riel and A.&pine conditional on five years banishment fronr Majesty's Dominions.

Ambroise Lépine was permitted to settle near Batp&askatchewan and then near Forget. It was ofégwa
years before his death in 1923 that his civil iglvere restored. (Contributed by Lorraine Freeman.)



McKenzie, Alexander Black.(1828-1873)

Alexander was a Protestant Half-Breed who was ega¢t representing St. Clements at the 1870 Cadoveot
Forty. He was born at Fort William, the son of GaptRoderick McKenzie and Angéliqgue Mallette. Likis father he
was employed in the fur trade. He married ChrisBed, the daughter of John Bell and Ann Deasedled at 45 years
of age at St. Clements.

MacKenzie, Kenneth.(1822-1911)

Kenneth Mackenzie was born on 5 January 1822, sittEf Invernesshire, Scotland. He married Janedg of
Bartonville, Ontario in 1884 and they had eightaitgn. He came to Manitoba and settled near PoftaBeairie about
1867. He represented St. Mary’s parish at the I83vention of Forty. A Liberal in politics, he reggented Portage la
Prairie in the Manitoba Legislature from 1874 to/&8In 1886 he was elected for the new divisiohaeside. He
was president of the Marquette St. Andrew’'s Sociatyl the Marquette Agricultural Society. He was fhist
postmaster at Burnside.

Nolin, Charles, M.L.A. (1823-1907)

Charles Nolin was born May 2, 1838 at St. Bonifaéte was the son of Augustin Nolin and Helen Ann €am.
Charles married Marie-Anne Harrison, a cousin afikdRiel. She died and he remarried to Rosalieri€fhe niece of
Ambroise and Maxime Lépine.

Charles was educated by Bishop Provencher and dake fur trader and merchant. He was a membteof
Convention of Forty under Riel and elected to thevihcial Legislature as member from Ste. Anne @égnes in
1874 and 1878. In 1874, he took part in the agitathat preceded the 1885 Resistance, and actadvesnber of
Riel's 16 man Council (Exovedate) at Batoche duthigy 1885 Resistance. However, he parted fromdRiélDumont
when it came to the use of arms. The council ofRhavisional government set up on March 19, 18&% tCharles
Nolin and William Boyer for acting against the caumit after defending themselves and pledging ialeg they were
acquitted. Nolin then deserted at Duck Lake and titePrince Albert where he was locked up afteredering.

Although Nolin was Louis Riel's cousin, he testifi@gainst Riel. The Metis at Batoche viewed himaas
“vendus” or sell-out. He was elected to the NortlesiVTerritories Legislative Council in 1891 but wdisqualified
because of vote fraud. He died at Battleford oudan28, 1907.
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O’Donoghue, William Bernard. (1843-1878

William was born in Sligo, Ireland and went to tbaited States as a boy. He was always an Irishopand
hostile to Great Britain. In 1868 he was livingRiort Huron, Michigan when he met Bishop Grandin eoldinteered
for mission service in Red River. He became a teraoli mathematics at the Saint Boniface College @ad began
studying theology. In 1869 he became involved i ffed River Resistance and was chosen to repr8seBoniface
at the first council of residents in November ddttlgear. He served as a delegate from St. Bonifatiee Convention
of Forty and he became treasurer of the provisigonaernment. He accompanied Riel when the Métiddeéled in
the face of the Red River Expeditionary Force. Qibghue subsequently broke with Riel, regarding Ntétis as
having sold out to the British. He petitioned theitdd States president U. S. Grant for interveniioRed River, and
then turned to the Fenians for assistance in libgyahe “Republic of Rupert’'s Land”, of which héaitned to be
president. The Fenian “invasion” of October 1871swadisaster, thanks partly to opposition from koRiel, and
O’Donoghue remained in Minnesota, where he sougtgi@/ment as a teacher. He was exempted by nametfre
amnesty to Riel and Ambroise Lépine in 1875, algiofinally granted clemency in 1877. He died ofexdulosis at
St. Paul, Minnesota, on 26 March 1878.

Pagé, Alexandre(b. 1831)

Alexandre was born on August 4, 1831 at St. Boeif#lte son of Joseph Pagé Sr. (French Canadiat8B) and
his second wife Agathe Letendré (Metis b. 1790)m&dime before 1850 he married Adelaide Lepinetdsisf
Ambroise Dydime Lepine) the daughter of Jean Baptiepine and Julie Henry. They had eleven childyeHe was a
representative to the Convention of Forty represgritis home district of Baie St. Paul.

Pagé, Francois Xavier(1833-1912)

Francois Xavier was born at St. Frangois Xavierwds the son of Joseph Pagé Sr. (b. 1783) an@tisid wife
Agathe Letendré (b. 1790). Francois Xavier mariddloméne Lavallée (b. 1843). He was a represeetat the
Convention of Forty and served on Riel's Red Ri@euncil in 1870 representing his home district of Bancois
Xavier. During the Reign of Terror by the Red RivEkpeditionary Force following Manitoba’'s entry ant
confederation Pagé was arrested and imprisoned bigaléy’'s troops along with Frangois Xavier Dauplisnand
Pierre Poitras.



Parenteau, Pierre.(1817-1894)

Pierre Parenteau was the son of Joseph ParenteandShis Cree wife Susanne. Pierre was well knamong
his contemporaries as a skillful hunter in the gidatis buffalo hunts. He first married Josephtddbme (b. 1823)
and they had two children. He then married Mariewillen in 1845 and in 1850 married Marie Anne Car@me of
his daughters was married to Frangois Xavier Letedd Batoche. Pierre once owned part of the land upaohnihe
Riel family finally settled in St. Vital.

Pierre was a member, and the Chairman of Riel'snbé® Council (Exovedate) at Batoche during the 1885
Resistance. A trusted friend and political allyLofuis Riel, Parenteau had been active in the steufyyg Metis self-
determination since the days of the 1869 Resistandéanitoba. At that time he was an influentialrmmée was a
Justice of the Peace at St. Norbert and was elesteddelegate to the Convention of 1869 and timy&dion of Forty
in 1870, which discussed the formation of a pravial government at Red River. He was elected aabapf the
Metis troops in 1871 and worked to repel the Femiaasion. When Lieutenant-governor Archibald éditRed River
in October of 1871, Parenteau, along with Ambraiépine and Louis Riel, were chosen to be presetwédchibald
as representatives of the Metis people.

Poitras, Pierre. (b. 1836)

Pierre was born on November 11, 1836 at St. Frangavier, the son of Pierre Poitras and Marie Brujie
was the grandson of Andre Poitras, the foundeit.dfi@ncois Xavier. Pierre married Isabelle Bremttez daughter of
William Bremner and Marguerite Allard on Februa#dy, 1860 at St. Francois Xavier. They had elevelddn. Pierre
was. On January 8, 1870 he was named a membee dktiislative Assembly of Assiniboia. He was a espntative
to the Convention of Forty representing his honstridt of St. Francois Xavier. He was also a dekeda the previous
Convention of November 16, 1869. He officially seded the motion of Louis Schmidt to adopt the Malwét Act.

During the Reign of Terror of Wolseley’'s troops fPéewas arrested on August 24, 1870 while scoutiitl
Francois Xavier Dauphinais and Francois Xavier Patgewas abused and severely beaten and woundtte Byed
River Expeditionary Force. Pierre was found wintgrat Wood Mountain NWT in 1873. In 1874, he salslland at
St. Francois Xavier and later applied for Scrid&v7.

Ross, James(1835-1871)

James Ross returned to Red River on the eve dRélteRiver Resistance, and quickly became the spukes
and leader of the English mixed-bloods in the Ndverncouncil meeting with the Métis, to which he veadelegate
from Kildonan. His advocacy of cooperation with fétis at this council, although falling far shoftan advocacy of
rebellion, separated him from the Canadian Parth@nsettlement. Ross served as a delegate frodoBt's to the
Convention of Forty, and was chosen as the conwestiinterpreter and a member of the influentidl Bf Rights
committee. He opposed provincial status for RedeRiwt supported the general aims of the resistaaoe was
appointed chief justice in the Provisional Governtne

The grandson of an Okanogan Indian Chief, James Rasluated with honours from the University ofdrao,
earning the university’s gold medal in 1857. Hentheturned to Red River settlement, joinifige Nor'Westeim 1861
where he worked as editor and proprietor until 1863he spring of 1864 he left for Toronto to studw. He clerked
for John McNab, and in the summer, he wrote andquhdis exams for admission to the Law Society ppey
Canada. He also received his MA from U of T in 186 later served on the editorial staffsTdfe Hamilton
SpectatorandThe Toronto Globdefore returning to the West again, this timehia tapacity of a lawyer. In 1870, he
was appointed chief justice under the provisioralegnment of Louis Riel. In 1871, he became thedthan to be
admitted to the bar of Manitoba

James Ross was part of a family that played aniitapbrole in the Red River Settlement. His fatidexander
Ross (1783-1856), upon retirement from the fur d@raorought Sarah (née Timentwa), his Indian wifed ¢heir
children from British Columbia to Red River justeafthe amalgamation of the North West CompanythadHudson’s
Bay Company. He was a historian and administrdtinetionary in the settlement. He held the positidrsheriff of
Red River and was a member of the Council of Absiii. His son James took over many of his roless Tamily,
prominent in the settlement for over fifty yearande considered to be representative of the Enflistestant mixed-
blood elite of Red River.

James Ross was a master's degree graduate of ikiersity of Toronto and taught briefly at Upper Gda
College. He worked for two Upper-Canadian papdrs, Tioronto Globeand the Hamilton Spectatoand was co-
publisher of the first western newspap€he Nor'WesterUpon his return to Red River, he was appointestifh
postmaster and governor of the gaol. Ross was posigp of Riel's Provisional Government, but deetinthe
nomination to be delegate from St. John’s Parighthén left politics, studied law and was admitegractice by the
Law Society of Manitoba. He later accepted appoémias the Chief Justice of Assiniboia.

Alexander and Sarah Ross raised their childreretadults who were proud of their ancestry. Allteg thildren
became prominent citizens, but James was the hesirk Upon the death of his father, James wrotechimnhis Half-
Breed sisters urging them not to lose pride becafitiee loss of their father. James took greatgiihis heritage and
challenged anyone who thought him inferior for lgegnHalf-Breed.



During the Red River Resistance James Ross’ allegiwas torn between the Old Settlers of Red Rinerhis
sympathies, which lay with the Indians and Half&te. He died of tuberculosis on September 20, 18isldeath and
the exile of Riel deprived Red River of its two rhdgnamic political leaders.
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Schmidt, Louis, M.L.A. (1844-1935)

Schmidt was born on December 4, 1844 at Old Foipetyan. His father, Alfred “Rabasca” Smith, wadBC
fisherman and freighter and his mother, Margudréspérance, was the daughter of a Red River Matdeg Schmidt
indicated that his paternal grandfather was Nichdadrews a HBC employee at Athabasca who was edato
Marie-Anne Généreux, a Metis from Great Slave Lakedrews deserted Marie-Anne and she then marriedeP
Laferté and then married Schmidt. Louis said tleatvent by the name Laferté until Bishop Taché ckdrigin 1858,
believing Schmidt to be his true name.

In 1854, Schmidt joined his mother at Red River rehghe had traveled for medical attention. He éguldh the
Brothers of Christian School and was one of foutideoys (along with Louis Riel) selected by Tathéo advanced
studies in Quebec colleges. He attended CollégeHicinthe until 1861. He went to live with his et and
grandfather, Alexis Lespérance. He obtained woit wie Oblates preparing Cree grammars and dicieméhen in
1863 went to Pembina to work for Joseph Lemay toous collector. Due to problems with Lemay’s wif@aely, his
drinking), he was forced to move to St. Joseph wiheather Alexis André took him in. In December 863, he
accompanied Father André as the American goverrisnpaace envoy to the Sioux Indians. Schmidt thetarned to
Red River in the summer 1864. Bishop Taché thecepldim in charge of the churches cart trains gtingt. Paul,
Minnesota for supplies. He was also employed asaaher at Collége St. Boniface. In the spring d6lehe was
assigned to accompany Father Ritchot to the missidpu’Appelle. When his uncle, Louis Lespérandkilfeat Fort
Ellice, Schmidt went there to take him back to F¥der. Later that year he took charge of his gratiwr's carting
business and went on the fall buffalo hunt dowth®oGrand Coteau.

The following year Schmidt worked for a mail corta on the Abercrombie, Devil's Lake, Helena, Mama
mail route. He was badly frozen during this ventarel lost some toes so he returned home with Vit tnoney.
However, he received his compensation from theddn8tates government for the Sioux negotiationspteted four
years earlier and used this money to outfit himasla freighter on the route to Saulk Rapids, Msotee In 1869, he
apparently promised bishop Taché that he would dtking. It was at this time that he went to livih Louis Riel.

Louis Schmidt was a boyhood friend and schoolmédt®iel and became extensively involved during both
Resistances. Schmidt was a delegate from St. Bmnifa the Convention of Forty and was appointediséest
Secretary of State. He was elected to the Manitepialature from the riding of St. Boniface Westli870. He was
married to Justine Laviolette in 1872. After thenexation of his riding to that of St. Charles he na St. Charles in
1874 and was defeated. In 1878 he ran and wasaeletiSt. Frangois Xavier. He was also very adtivthe St. Jean
Baptiste Society and I'Union St. Alexandre, the igl@issociation.

In June of 1880, in response to his ongoing dripiroblem, Schmidt left St. Boniface and went taccbuake
where he met with Father André. The priest suggdestat he establish himself on the South SaskamhdRiver at the
site of present day St. Louis. While there, he sbecame involved in the Metis grievances againstfélderal land
surveys. In the winter of 1881 he drafted a patitio the Minister of the Interior for the residenfsSt. Louis and in
the fall of 1882 sent a similar petition on behalthe residents at Batoche. In the summer of 1888midt acted as
secretary for the first of the large public meesirag St. Laurent regarding the resident’s grievanith the federal
government. In the meantime, he had gained emplol/imethe office of a Prince Albert barrister. Oraiv6, 1884
Schmidt was at a meeting of English mixed-bloodd aattlers in Prince Albert (again he was secrgtand he
suggested that they send a delegation to Riel ints@ to obtain his assistance. Schmidt was tongeany them but
on May 12" he received his long sought appointment to thedL@ffice and Father André persuaded him to stay
behind. Nevertheless, he continued to assist thésMy publishing their grievances lre Manitoba When Riel
arrived, Schmidt went to St. Laurent to volunteir dervices but Riel declined, believing he coutdnost useful to
them in the Land Office. Over the next few montl@&ghmidt became concerned over Riel's behaviour, he
communicated this to Bishop Taché and implored tirmake the Metis grievances better known and tessl off
violence and what he viewed as Riel's hereticalghing. By becoming vocal with these criticisms gavetis
became convinced that Schmidt had not only abarttitheeMetis cause but had betrayed the cause. Nelees, when
conflict broke out in March of 1885, the governmamntested Schmidt.

Louis Schmidt,dit Laferté, is fondly remembered in the Fransaskeisirounity for defending francophone
language rights in Saskatchewan. The Fransasksisrisin Raymond Huel, for instance, has writtere¢harticles
about Louis Schmidt “Living in the Shadow of Gresgs: Louis Schmidt, Riel's Secretaryyative Studies Review
Vol. 1, 1984, pp. 16-27; “Louis Schmidt: PatriahSt. Louis,”Saskatchewan Historyol. 40, No. 1, 1987, pp. 1-21



and “Louis Schmidt: A Forgotten Métis,” in A.S. lsier, Editor Riel and the Métis: Riel Mini-Conference Papers
Winnipeg: Pemmican Publications; 1979; 1983, pp103).

Scott, Alfred Henry (c1840-1872)

The first we know of Alfred Scott is in 1869, whba began work as a barkeeper in the saloon of Bobn®,
later working as a clerk in the store of Henry Makkey. Both employers were American. He was eleatéélegate
from Winnipeg to the 1870 Convention of Forty witlte aid of the American vote. He was later a deef@m the
Provisional Government to Ottawa, and was arreated party to the murder of Thomas Scott. He appeahave
supported Father Ritchot in the negotiations, kfitbefore they were completed. He returned to Rier via the
United States, and converted to Roman CatholicisiBi71-2 during a long illness. He died as the fietient of the
Saint Boniface Hospital.

Spence, Thomas(1832-1900)

Thomas was born in Edinburgh, Scotland on 3 JuBe lt8ie son of a solicitor of the Supreme CouSodtland,
he came to Canada in 1862 with a party of enginemrsout to erect forts at Port Levis, Quebed.866 he came west
to the Red River where he practiced law and coma&wg. There he married Charlotte Cook. On behfaifie Indians
of the settlement, he was instrumental in sendinthé Prince of Wales an invitation, written in €ren birch bark,
asking him to visit Red River in 1867. In that yésr opened a retail store in Portage la Prairiepétsuaded the
Council of settlers there to petition the Britislov@rnment for a legally constituted administratibte was elected
president of the reorganized Council, which wasupeais New Caledonia, but later became known aRépeiblic of
Manitobah. The boundaries of the republic extenstmith from Lake Manitoba to the American border &ndh the
western boundary of the district of Assiniboiatte tL08" meridian. When the government undertook to raiges the
HBC, as well as some of the traders, refused to Aahoemaker named MacPherson was arrested &y tibclaring
that the taxes were purchasing liquor for the plexsi and council. The British authorities neveromized the
Republic. Public sympathy was on the side of Macgdreand the Republic of Manitobah collapsed in8L86

According to his parliamentary testimony in 1874,“had organized a Provisional Government in 1864 @
part of the territory which was occupied by abauirfhundred people,” and “had communicated thigization to
the Imperial Government, and upon hearing from ltneerial authorities that our proceedings weregdle the
organization was broken up. This matter had nothihgtever to do with the outbreak or disturbanoekd69 or 1870.
This organization was made simply as a matter ofgation for ourselves, as we were outside the Gorent of the
Council of Assiniboia, as Governor McTavish infoanme himself.” He was arrested briefly by Riel dnh Zanuary
1870, and was an English delegate to the Convewnfidiorty from St. Peter’s. In 1870 he was the adif theNew
Nation the Riel government paper. Initially residing3h Boniface, by 1872 he had moved to Point Douddaswas a
Roman Catholic and friendly with Bishop Taché. Hdeet served as clerk of the Legislative Assemblyviahitoba
(1878 to 1885) and as an immigration pamphleteedyxing such items adanitoba and North-West of the Dominion
(1876) andThe Prairie Lands of Canad@d879). He was census commissioner for the Nor&stWerritories in 1881
and 1885. For a time he was Canadian immigrati@miaigy California. In 1895 he moved to Edmonton rehlee was
assistant registrar in the land offices there. $eetied in Edmonton in March 1900.

Sutherland, John.(1821-1899)

Born at Point Douglas on 21 August 1821, the ooly sf Alexander Sutherland and Catherine McPherkon.
1847 he married Janet Mac Beth. They had thirtdgldren, among whom was lawyer and politician Alectar
Sutherland and daughter Catherine who married &¥illBlack.

He was educated at St. John’s College. Followiedltdod of 1852 he moved to Lot 86, East Kildonahere he
farmed and operated a general store. He enterelit gifd in 1866 as a member of the Council of Adkbia and
attended twelve meetings before the Council wasotlied. During the Red River disturbance of 186%h@&thecame
one of the leading representatives of the Loygiégsty and served as delegate from Kildonan at thenCil of Forty
meeting in 1870. Norbert Parisien killed his sorghin February 1870. That same month, the ProviiGovernment
chose him Collector of Customs, and when the Poevientered Confederation (15 July 1870) he wasiafgabthe
first High Sheriff of Manitoba. He held this offiaetil 13 December 1871, when he was appointetheéoCanadian
Senate, a position he held until his death. Hedttlipund Manitoba College. He died at his resideigsdlevue
House”, Kildonan, on 27 April 1899.

Tait, Robert. (1830-1912)

Robert was the third son of William Tait and Maruld He was married to Jane Inkster the daughtgiobh
Inkster. They had five children. After some yeardMinnesota they returned to Red River in 1850 Robert became
one of the leading Half-Breeds of the area. He &atrat St. James parish and represented that patish convention
of 1869 and the Convention of Forty in 1870. He wated for introducing the first reaping and thieghmachines to
Red River. In 1869, he built the first steam griitim St. James. By 1878, he owned and operatsteam ferry
between Winnipeg and St. Boniface.



Taylor, John, M.L.A. (1834-1925)

This Scottish Half-Breed was born at Middlechuretiucated at St. Paul's School and was chosen thopis
David Anderson to be trained to teach on the Indettiements. He was the son of James Taylor arrgl Mister. He
married Flora Campbell. He was the first schoolteaat Headingly and represented that area in ahgemtion of
1870. John was an English-speaking delegate td8@@ Convention of Forty, then he was part of threeal party
from Portage la Prairie that was imprisoned by Rligiter, he was a magistrate and was elected tdVigmatoba
legislature as MLA from Assiniboia in 1871. He wdmister of Agriculture during 1878-79.

Thibert, Pierre. (1812-1894)

Pierre was one of three delegates from Baie Stl &athe Convention of Forty. He seconded the nmotid
Francois-Xavier Page to adopt the Provisional Gawent with Louis Riel as the President.

Pierre was born on May 10, 1812 at St. Joachimwhe first married to Julie Belcourt the daughteda$eph
Belcourt and Catherine L'Hirondelle by custom oé tbountry before 1837. They were formally marriédCarlton
House on October 28, 1841. He was then marriedotase Racette the daughter of Augustin RacetteSarmhnne
Groulx on May 29, 1865 at St. Boniface. He diedatFrancois Xavier on July 29, 1894. He had nimédcen with
Julie Belcourt and two children with Louise Racette

Tourond, Jean Baptiste.(b. 1838)

Baptiste was born June 1, 1838 at St. Bonifacestimeof Joseph Tourond and Rosalie Laderoute (b6)181e
married Angélique Delorme, the daughter of Joseploitne and Brigitte Plouf dit Villebrun in 1861. @pnlived at St.
Norbert and had 12 children. On October 11, 18&ftBte was part of Riel's group who stopped Cdl@ennis and
crew from surveying on Metis land. Baptiste repnése St. Norbert at the Convention of November 1&6®l the
Convention of Forty January 26, 1870; he then skoreRiel's Red River Council in 1870. Baptisteeain favor of
an armed force to repulse the Fenian invasion assl elected second captain of troops from La Pduepée on
October 7, 1871. On October 21, 1889 he marriecafsecond time to Regina Allard, the daughter seph Allard
and Julie Langevin.
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